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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON. 
INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 
XXXI. HELL. 

BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 


“Their portion shall be in the pool burning with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death.”—Apoc. xxi. 8 


SYNOPSIS.—There are two deaths; a first death and a second death. The 
first is the inevitable lot of every human being. No one can escape it. It 
must and will come to all—to the old and to the young; the middle-aged 
and to the infant; to the rich and to the poor; to the good and to the 
wicked, and may come at any moment. This first death will be followed 
by either a second life or a second death—both eternal. First death, the 
penalty of original sin. Second death, the penalty of actual sin, unre- 
pented of and unpardoned. Consequences of the second death. 1. Loss of 
eternal happiness. 2. Condemnation to eternal suffering. Pain of loss 
and the pain of bodily suffering. Conclusion: All during this present 
life are free to choose between Eternal Life and the Second Death. 


Everybody must pay this debt to nature and surrender his life 
into the hands of death, whether father or mother, brother or sister, 
husband or wife, king or beggar, priest or layman—it makes no dif- 
ference, all must drink the chalice of death, some at a ripe age, some 
in the lovely heyday of youth, like the son of the widow of Naim! 
And the unalterable judgment of death is already pronounced over 
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them all. One after the other lies down on his bed of sickness, jg 
carried out, and lowered into the grave. Every day it is somebody 
else’s turn, and yet, most people do not trouble themselves about it, 
live on in sin and vice, and say to themselves: “ Well, if I die, I die: 
what does it matter? I can only die once!” “Only die once?” 
Yes, indeed, if we human beings were to die like the animal at the 
slaughter-house, that can expect no other pleasure than that which 
has been its portion in life, and no suffering but that which is in- 
flicted upon it by its manner of death, then it would be right to say: 
“Tf I die, I die; what does it matter?” But it is different with us, 
After our present life there follows another life, after our death 
another death. And this second life or second death is what stands 
before us. One or the other we shall begin in eternity, but never 
end; one or the other wiil be our inevitable fate, and the first judg- 
ment will announce to us whether eternal life or eternal death shall 
be our portion. Is there, then, a second death? Yes, indeed, there 
is a second, an eternal death! For St. John says: “ But to the fear- 
ful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and fornica- 
tors, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their portion shall be 
in the pool burning with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death” (Apoc. xxi. 8). 

It is of this second death that I will speak to-day, and show what 
‘it means to die eternally. It is, indeed, horrible to think of it, but 
it is also wholesome to contemplate it, while there is yet time. 

The wages of sin is death. For the Apostle says, “ Through sin, 
death came into the world.”’. 


If Adam had not sinned, he would not have deserved death, and — 


we would not have to fear it. But “ statutum est.’ The judgment 
is rendered, the staff is broken over our heads, our turn must come, 
we must all die. But it is only that death which brings to an end 
our temporal life, that death to which Christ Himself had to submit 
so as to save us from eternal death. This death is indeed a pun- 
ishment for sin, because it deprives us of our temporal life, but it 
is at the same time for the pious and the just a reward of their 
merit, an end of their suffering, the refreshing repose after work, 
the pathway to glory, thé entrance to eternal life. Therefore it is 
said of them: “ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints” (Ps. cxv. 15). Of this death it is not my intention to speak 
to-day, but rather of that other death, which the Scripture calls 
the second death, which begins with the demise of a wicked person 
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and lasts without ceasing, without end, for all eternity. This death 
consists of the two following points: 


I. Of the deprivation of eternal life. 
Il. Of the suffering of tortures through all eternity. 


I. As by temporal death the body is made soulless and deprived of 
life, so is the soul killed by eternal death and deprived of eternal 
life. This eternal life is none other than the possession of God, the 
vision of God, the contemplation of His rapturous beauty, the en- 
joyment of His blessedness and glory, which has never been seen 
by human eye and can never be conceived by human mind. From 
this eternal life the second death separates us for all eternity! What 
a terrible loss! ‘“‘O beautiful heaven, I have lost thee! Lost thee 
for an insignificant thing! Lost thee forever without any help!” 
What frightful memories, to be followed by terrible remorse! What 
heartbreaking reproaches will arise from the conscience! And these 
reproaches these remembrances and the knowledge of having lost 
God and eternal salvation will rend the heart like the fangs of a 
serpent and cause the most awful tortures which a creature en- 
dowed with reason can endure. They are “the worm that never 
dies,” which forever gnaws at the soul, but never devours it, forever 
tears at it but never kills it, which never tires and is never satiated. 

Oh, if this unfortunate soul could only perish! But its worm 
never dies and will not let the soul die either, for, as St. Gregory 
says: “In hell the unfortunate ones find a death without death, an 
end without end, for their death lives always and their end recom- 
mences forever anew.” Can there be anything more terrible? 

“Semper et nunquam” is written in fiery letters over the portals 
of hell. “Ever and never!” Ever will God and His heaven be 
lost to them! Never in all eternity will they regain temporal or 
eternal life, and never in all eternity will they be allowed to merit 
either. It is just this fact which is the most fearful punishment of 
a damned soul, that it sees itself deprived of that life to which as its 


aim and end it has been created by God, and which it could have 


obtained as easily as the many thousands who rejoice in the pos- 
session of it. Oh, if he had only said one single word, taken only 
one step to make good use of the short span of life—but now nothing 
more can be done, nothing more for all eternity! 

Oh, my dear friends, use the few days which are still given to you 
to work out your salvation! I say use the time, not pass the time in 
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leisure and idle occupation, and let us say to ourselves: “ While 
there is still time, let us merit eternal life.” For verily after this time 
there will be none other, but a time of pain and torture for alt 
eternity. I can not imagine what those people among you think 
who day after day, year after year, spend their lives wantonly, as i 
they had it signed and sealed, that some day they would haye 
plenty of time to repent of their sins, and by such repentance gain 
eternal life. God forbid that death should overtake them to deprive 
them not only of their temporal but also of their eternal life! 

II. Besides depriving us of eternal life, the second death brings 
also with it the most terrible bodily torture. The pains of death, 
which have an end with the departure of bodily life, are renewed 
and augmented through all eternity by eternal death. These tor- 
tures are caused by the glow of the never expiring fire, which, ac- 
cording to the words of Christ, burns in hell. And what kind of 
fire is this? A fire which in intensity surpasses all the fires of the 
earth. St. Vincent Ferrer says, “Compared with the fire of hell, 
the fire of the earth is cold.” And with this terrible, inconceivable 
fire the damned shall be laid as in an oven of fire (Psalm xx. 10). 

Fire is above him, under him, round about him, and inside of him. 
And by this fire he shall be for ever killed and tortured! Oh, if he 
could only die, this terrible fire would then be extinguished for him, 
but no; it is the very idea of his despair that he is forever being 
killed without being able to die. St. Augustine says: “ There is no 
more painful or more cruel death than the one which lasts forever 
and never dies. For this reason the damned howl and shriek in 
wild despair for death to come. But that death which would end 
their torment flees from them and leaves them to the terrors of 
eternal death.” The royal bard David describes this terrible pic- 
ture in these simple words: “ The wicked shall see, and shall be 
angry; he shall gnash with his teeth, and pine away; the desire of 
the wicked shall perish” (Psalms clx. 10). You have heard, then, 
my dear friends, what eternal death is—a deprivation of eternal hap- 
piness, a torture without end, a death without dying. All those 
have to look forward to this terrible death who do not employ this 
time of grace for repenting their sins, for the performing of good 
works, and the gaining of eternal life; in short, all those who perish 
in impenitence before they have had time to make their peace with 
God. Shall we, my dear people, let it come to that? No! A thouw- 
sand times no! On the contrary, we will use our best endeavors 
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to escape from this eternal death, even at the cost of our health and 
life, our temporal possessions, our sweat and blood. All pains and 
labors are richly rewarded if we can only obtain eternal life. And 
this we expect in this world at the moment when the soul separates 
from the body and appears before the judgment seat of God to 
receive the verdict. Oh, I beg of you, for the sake of your salvation, 
think daily of this moment and ask yourselves frequently, like the 
pious hermit: “How, now? How would it be if that moment 
would come now and thou, my soul, wouldst be called to judgment? 
What verdict couldst thou expect in the state in which thou art now? 
Ah, woe is me, that I have lived so long in sin, who may die any 
moment!” See then, life and death you hold in your own hands. 
Whichever you grasp you shall have for all eternity! ,Tremble and 


choose! 


THE LORD’S SUPPER. 


BY THE LATE REV. DOM WILFRID WALLACE, 0.S.B., D.D. 


“A certain man made a great supper and invited many.”—Luke xiv. 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—The mystery of the Incarnation, the greatest mystery of our 
religion. Everything centers around it. So that all feasts in the year are 
celebrations of one aspect or another of the sacred humanity of Christ. 
The marriage feast spoken of in to-day’s Gospel bears directly on that hu- 
manity. It teaches that it is only through this sacred humanity that we can 
be united to Christ in this world. Christ’s love for man always forced 
Him to humiliate Himself. This has often brought Him not gratitude 
but contempt. The greatness of the gift received—r. It is the Bread of 
Life, spiritualizing the soul, making tt the likeness of Jesus Christ; 2. 
It is the seed of eternal life. Effects not always produced because tt is 
not received with the proper dispositions. Heart-worship as well as in- 
tellectual-worship demanded. 


The Church is compared by the Psalmist to a Queen who stands 
at the King’s right hand, arrayed in a variegated robe (Ps. xliv. 10). 


To the devout soul, nothing can be more consoling than the grateful 


succession of feasts and devotions which the circling year brings 
round. The one great object of our worship is the eternal God, 
the unchanging and the unchangeable. But, when God manifests 
Himself to us, when He draws near to us, He unfolds such mani- 
fold graces and perfections, and approaches us by so many avenues 
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that lead to our hearts, that we, who cannot comprehend Him, a; 
He is in Himself, are constrained, as the apostle says, to see, to 
know and to worship Him by parts, until the blessed hour comes, 
when we shall no longer “know in part, but see him face to face, 
and know him, even as we are known ” (I. Cor. xiii. 12). Now, the 
greatest manifestation of God to man is in the Incarnation, in the 
mystery of the Word made flesh. In this mystery all others are in. 
cluded; for, assuredly, nothing was left to be desired or hoped for, 
when the eternal Word was seen on earth and conversed with men, 

God became man and visited this world, not for His own sake, but 
for ours. He took our nature in order that we might be made par- 
takers of His Divine Nature (II. Pet. i. 4). He visited the world 
to lead us out of the world, and to provide us with a supreme Object 
of worship, so as to keep us from worshiping the world, the fashion 
of which pases away (I. Cor. vii. 31). For this is Christianity, to 
keep one’s self unspotted from this world (Jas. i. 27). We must, 
then, be reunited to God, through the sacred humanity of our Lord, 
In His own person He united the two natures, Divine and human; 
and, in that union, He reconciled us to Himself; and to bring that 
reconciliation to effect, we must be really and truly incorporated 
with Him. In the great mystery of the Incarnation are contained all 
the doctrines of faith, all that God has revealed of Himself to us: all 
the great and glorious promises which are the foundation of Chris- 
tian hope; all the treasures of Divine love. These treasures we must 
derive from the sacred wounds and pierced side of our crucified Re- 
deemer. “ They shall draw water with joy out of the Saviour’s 
fountains ” (Is. xii. 3). God, who dwells in light inaccessible, is in- 
visible to mortal eye (I. Tim. vi. 16). But we see Him incarnate 
in the flesh. Hence, as long as we are in this world, seeking to ac- 
complish that perfect union with our Divine Lord, we must approach 
Him through the sacred humanity. This is why the Church has in- 
stituted her various feasts and devotions with the varying seasons of 
the year. It is in order to unfold the treasures of grace and love 
which are contained in the mystery of the Word made flesh: that by 
dwelling on all its manifold details and aspects, we may realize it 
more profoundly and derive more abundant graces from what the 
Psalmist calls the “ plentiful redemption which he has purchased 
for us” (Ps. cxxix. 7). 

This, too, is the signification of the great mystery which we are 
now celebrating, the mystery of Christ’s life-giving body in the 
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Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, through which we are, in very 
truth, incorporated and made one body with our Divine Redeemer. 
How grateful ought we to be, my dear brethren, for this mystery 
of surpassing love! and yet how rare it is to find this sentiment of 
gratitude amongst those who have been made partakers of this 
singular favor! Notwithstanding the great love which our Lord 
has manifested in this holy Sacrament, the power, too, and wis- 
dom which He has displayed therein, how many are there who re- 
fuse even to believe it ; and of those who do believe, how many have 
ceased to be grateful? Indeed, that very condescension by which 
our Lord seeks to win our love seems only to have brought Him 
into contempt. For our sakes, He left His throne in heaven, to be 
born in a stable, to endure poverty and hardship, to suffer shame, 
contempt and persecution, to be a worm and no man, the reproach of 
men and the outcast of the people, to die on the cross (Ps. xxi. 7). 
But all this was not enough to satisfy His love, His desire to be 
united to His creatures. He would hide Himself, not only under 
the form of our suffering humanity, but He would descend to a 
lower depth still and hide Himself under the Sacramental species, in 
order that He might not only regenerate our nature by assuming it, 
but that he might also communicate His own life to each one of us, 
through the Holy Communion. He Himself tells us how much He 
longed to enter into this union with us. “With desire,” He says, “I 
have desired to eat this pasch with you before I suffer ” (Luke xxii. 
15). How have we responded to this desire of His? Have we not 
imitated the conduct of the invited guests in this day’s Gospel, and 
sought every pretext to excuse ourselves from partaking of this 
supper? If, then, we fail to realize the love and condescension of 
our Lord in instituting this great Sacrament, let us at least be moved 
to appreciate it by considering its excellent fruits. If we are not 
moved by the generosity of the Giver, at least let us value the mag- 
nificence of the gift. ° 

For what is that we receive? It is the Bread of Life. It is the 
one means by which our spiritual life is nourished, preserved and 
augmented. Life! What a boon is that! All things that live 
have an instinctive horror of death; and if we cling with such 
tenacity to the life of this frail, perishable body, how much more 
does the soul shrink from the doom of death, the terrible doom of 
living death! the doom of a soul eternally banished from the sight 
of God. Take the sun from the heavens; what a dark, cold void 





4 
t 
i, 
ne 





734 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


would the world become; what would be man’s existence upon it? 
And yet what is that compared to a soul deprived of its light and 
life? Now, Holy Communion is the life of the soul. “For My 
Flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed; he that eateth 
My Flesh and drinketh My Blood, abideth in me, and I in him” 
(Jno. vi. 56, 57). It is through Holy Communion that our whole 
being is spiritualized, that the spirit achieves the mastery over the 
flesh, that the concupiscence of the flesh is subdued. It is the sum 
of all perfection, the source of all grace, transfiguring us, as it were, 
into the likeness of Jesus Christ; for by receiving Him as far as the 
weakness of our nature permits, He transforms us into Himself, 
His presence in us is as a consuming fire, burning up all our im- 
perfections, purifying us from all baseness (Deut. iv. 24). 

I say, as far as the weakness of our nature permits, for, un- 
happily, do we not find that our Communions do not seem to pro- 
duce these effects in us? This is owing to our weak faith, our 
tepidity, our negligence. “ Therefore are there many infirm and 
weak among you ;” says the apostle, “And many sleep ” (I. Cor. xi. 
30). And why? “ Because,” he says, “they do not discern the 
Body of the Lord.” They do not approach the Holy Sacrament 
with that lively faith, and that fervor of devotion which it demands 
from us. Again, my brethren, the Holy Communion is a pledge of 
future glory. 

It implants in us the seed of eternal life. “ He that eateth My 
Flesh and drinketh My Blood, hath everlasting life, and I will raise 
him up in the last day ” (Jno. vi. 55). He that eateth this Bread 
shall live forever” (Jno. vi. 59). It thus contains, or, rather, it is 
the germ of everlasting life to both soul and body. It preserves the 
soul against the corruption of sin; and it gives to the body a prin- 
ciple of life which at the last day will raise it up from the corruption 
of the grave and clothe it with immortality and glory. All this it 
accomplishes by virtue of the union which it establishes between our 
Lord and the recipient. They who worthily receive Him become 
one with Him. He esteems their souls and bodies as His own: and 
their future resurrection to the life of glory is but the extension of 
His own glorious resurrection to those who, through this Sacrament, 
have been made members of His Sacred Body. 

May these few thoughts awaken you to a livelier faith in these 
holy mysteries! If one Communion is able, as it is, to make a saint, 
ask yourselves why, after so many Communions, you are far from 
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being saints. And should you find that the Divine presence in the 
Eucharist is, in your case, merely a truth reflected in the intellect, 
and not planted deeply in the heart, resolve henceforth to endeavor 
to render to our Lord, not only the cold homage of the understand- 
ing, but also the warm and loving worship of the heart. “ And 
now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but that 
thou love Him with all my heart?” (Deut. x. 12). That He, whose 
sacred Heart so loved man that it could no longer contain itself, may 
find some return of love on our part: some desire to forsake the 
things of this world for the sake of Him who forsook all for us: 
some generosity toward Him who lavished all the treasures of His 
love on us; for even God can do no more than give us Himself. At 
least, let us not be so ungrateful as to seek to excuse ourselves from 
accepting His pressing invitations. But let us hasten to that Divine 
banquet with a holy eagerness, that we may nourish our souls with 
the Bread of Life, and so prepare ourselves for the eternal banquet 
which He has prepared for us in heaven. “ Behold, I stand at 
the gate and knock ; if any man shall hear my voice, and open to me 
the door, I will come into him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me” (Apoc. iii, 20). 
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THE DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 


THE SACRED HEART THE TEACHER OF MANKIND. 


THE INVITATION OF THE MASTER. 


BY THE REV. P. A. HALPIN, SAVANNAH, GA. 


“Come to me all ye that labor and are burdened and I will refresh you, 
Take up my yoke upon you and learn that I am meek and humble of heart 
and you shall find rest to your souls.”—Matt. xi. 28. 


SYNOPSIS.—All devotion is chiefly of the will. This ts true of the devo- 
tion to the Sacred Heart. Devotion to the Sacred Heart exacts confor- 
mity to God’s will in the way in which that conformity resides in the 
Sacred Heart, which is our teacher inviting us to go to it and learn salva- 
tion and holiness. The invitation is eminently cordial. It is a high 
privilege for us. The rejection of it comes from inattention—from not 
understanding its meaning. Contrast between it and other invitations. 
How God invites men. Why the Sacred Heart is fittingly a teacher. The 
high character of this invitation. Why we must not fail to accept it. No 
indecision must exist on our side. Swiftest and fullest compliance neces- 
sary. 


Devotion is not always understood correctly. Very often it is 
erroneously identified with feeling or sentiment or emotion. From 
none of these things does it spring. In fact, it is independent and 
outside of them all. In matters spiritual devotion lies chiefly in the 
will. It may be defined as “a prompt will in the service of God.” 
It is consoling to know and to remember this. It is comforting to 
be sure that it is in our power to experience devotion at all times 
and under all circumstances. Depending as it does on our will be- 
ing always master of our will, it is ever ours to direct, to exercise, 
to arouse, to control our will as we please. It is possible for us to 
find ourselves as far as mere feeling goes in a mood antagonistic to 
any act of piety or religion, but within us we have wherewith we 
may rise superior to every adverse condition, wherewith to compel 
the performance of deeds against which every fiber of our nature 
may rebel. Where there is question of righteous conduct, of per- 
fecting, of saving ourselves, we may accomplish what we will, what 
we desire. Let temptations rise against us, let our inclination stir 
us to seditious counsels, let passion impel us ever so violently, op- 
pose in every way the discharge of our obligations, test our loyalty 
to the Divine law—in spite of all, our will may protest and fight and 








DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 737 


overcome and prove itself devoted, that is, prompt in the service of 
God. There is never a moment in which we will be unable to 
crush down with the force of our will every uprising against the 
dictates of morality. Most assuredly do we need grace, but grace is 
never denied us. If we lack promptitude in God’s service it is not 
because grace is wanting to us, but because we are wanting to grace. 
Apply this to devotion to the Sacred Heart. What is that devotion? 
With a trifling change the answer is the same. Devotion to the 
Sacred Heart is a prompt will in the service of the Sacred Heart— 
a ready acquiescence in all its desires, a quick ear for all the sug- 
gestions, immediate compliance in thought, word and deed with 
every inspiration coming from that Divine Source. As a devotion 
it exacts from us a conformity of our will with the will of God, in 
the way that conformity finds its pattern in the desires, yearnings 
and impulses of the heart of Christ, every throb of which vibrates 
to one dictate: the will of God: Thy will be done! It is no stretch 
of fancy to declare that our guide on the higher path, that our Mas- 
ter in the Discipline of the Soul, that our preceptor amid the errors 
and darkness of the age, our teacher in the school of Salvation is the 
Sacred Heart of Christ. The words of the text place this statement 
beyond all cavil or doubt. “Come to me ali ye that labor and are 
burdened and I will refresh you. Take up my yoke upon you and 
learn that I am meek and humble of heart.” We have His word for 
it that the book in which we are to learn the saving precepts is His 
own heart. “Learn of me.” Lo! the invitation! “That I am 
meek and humble of heart.” Lo! the teacher! Not only is Christ 
the teacher and His heart the book, but the teacher is eager to open 
the pages and impart that love which is replete with the science of 
all that is best and most beautiful and noble in human action. An 
invitation that is so cordial that it rises from the depths of the most 
generous heart that ever beat, and goes forth winged with the 
sincerest conceivable love. We need fear no afterthought. It is 
meant—it is honest, it is genuine. We need have no apprehension 
that any selfishness clings to it. It was begotten in love and in- 


 spired by the most sterling affection toward us. Certainly it is 


worth looking into. Some it has never reached. They have not 
been privileged as we have been. How have we responded? To 
how many of us might be made the reproach made to Philip, “So 
long a time have I been with you and have you not known me?” 
(Jno. xiv. 9). For so long a time that appeal has been ringing in 
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our ears and we have not heeded. The more hurt has it been for 
us—the more have we deserved censure. The chief reason for 
this neglect is our inattention to it. No wonder that we have mis- 
understood its importance, that we have not caught its meaning, 
Did we but once hear it in all its eloquence, every other voice would 
seem but discord contrasted with its ravishing harmony. Once 
under its spell like the Saints, we would willingly forget the learning 
of all other schools just to be possessed of the simplest rudiments 
of this divine Science. ‘‘ Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh” (Matt. xii. 34). This has been told of every 
heart; how much truer must it be of the heart of Christ? What 
heart so rich as that divine heart? It is rich in strength, in love, 
in loyalty, in faith, in self-sacrifice, so abundant in life, in light, in 
love and all these treasures illumined and warmed by rays from the 
light inaccesible. What He said of Himself is in very truth the 
description of His own Sacred Heart—it is “the way, the truth and 
the life” (Jno. xiv. 6). The length and breadth and height and 
depth of this vast treasure-house can not be comprehended by us. 
God alone can fathom and span its dimensions (Eph. iii. 18). 

Man lives by his heart. The strong heart makes the strong man. 
The feeble heart, the weak man. In the moral order it is the same. 
A man is what he loves. Loves he vice, he is wicked; loves he 
virtue, he is upright; loves he God, he is in a measure divine. 
Think of this and in its light read the Sacred Heart. The strong 
love of Christ for God, its relentless hatred of sin, its tenderness 
for all as revealed by Christ’s doctrine and life—by all this we are 
confronted with a spectacle of surpassing beauty and grandeur. We 
stand in presence of a heart so largely endowed that an invitation to 
come to and learn from it is an invitation to approach and unseal 
a volume on whose leaves are recorded lessons of matchless sub- 
limity. The saints never sounded the depths of the knowledge it 
imparts. It is part of their happiness to still discover ever-increas- 
ing wealth in that eternity which is irradiated by the splendors of the 
peerless humanity of the glorified Christ. Yet there remains, the 
signal fact that it is to come and learn from such a heart that an in- 
vitation has been and is and will be graciously extended to us. 
Well worth our while is it to weigh well the significance of the call. 
Invitations fill our whole life. Invitations of all kinds. The whole 
business of life is taken up in accepting or rejecting them. They 
reach us from every quarter—from those we love, from those who 
love us, from those who are indifferent to us, from those whom we 
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should fear, from those for whom we should have nothing but con- 
tempt. This statement becomes clear when we reflect that all 
temptations are only so many invitations. Evidently they play no 
minor part in the shaping of our destiny. This opens up to our 
gaze the whole spiritual world. We trace them to their triple origin— 
the devil, the world, the flesh. Accompanying them are messages 
from the higher world—from God, the angels, the saints. In many 
ways have these heaven-sent voices come. “God who in sundry 
times and in divers manners spoke in times past to the fathers by his 
prophets, last of all in these days has spoken to us by His Son” 
(Heb. i. 1). God’s heralds to men have never been inactive or 
silent. The beauty of the universe, its vastness, its magnificence, 
its order was God’s call to the Pagan “for the invisible things of 
Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made—His eternal power also and His 
divinity so that they are inexcusable” (Rom. i. 20). Then the 
prophets were sent to the chosen people. Then Christ was sent to 
the world, and last of all in these days from the very heart of God 
comes the invitation to us. “Come to me; come and learn of my 
heart.” We have heard it and repeatedly. It flashes before our 
eyes in letters of fire—that fire with which the Sacred Heart is 
aflame. In spite of all, in spite of the glow and the heat, we have 
remained in the cold and the dark. Stupendous condescension on 
the part of Christ; unspeakable ingratitude and a disastrous mis- 
calculation of results on our part. Far better to reject all the ir- 
vitations, no matter how alluring, which the world may send than to 
refuse His. The world and its enticements compared with the at- 
tractions of the Heart of Christ, what are they? How false, how 
weak, how perishable the one! How true, how strong, how abiding 
the other. It is blasphemous to speak of the Sacred Heart and the 
world in the same breath. I think of comparing the heart of 
Christ with the heartless world! One is all love; true, unselfish 
love. The other loveless, meretricious, selfish. And from both an 
invitation, but with what different motives guaranteed! No reason- 
able man ought to be deceived. Yet the question inevitably arises: 
How many falter, how many yield to the dangerous insinuations of 
the lower, how few are moved by the tender pleading of the higher 
call? The call from God, from the Sacred Humanity, from the 
fountain-head of all dignity, of all nobleness, of all uprightness, is 
set aside as valueless. When we reflect it almost takes our breath 
away to think that we are included in such an entreaty; that upon 
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our ears has fallen such sweet music, that the beggar is bidden by 
the prince, that the creature is implored by the Creator. Inestimable 
privilege. What an incentive it is to take a different view of our- 
selves. God’s view. A light surely is thrown upon our true 
worth, revealing the ransom which has been paid for us and the 
dangers by which we are menaced. Practically we estimate our- 
selves at such a low price as if we were things not worth the caring 
for, things whose horizon is bounded by the limits of this world— 
creatures of a day, puppets of passion, playthings of temptation, 
the helpless prey of fate doomed to the wretchedness of this paltry 
life without the hope of a beyond, tossed hither and thither on the 
waves of circumstance, drifting in the great sea of being, mere 
flotsam and jetsam, until we are hopelessly lost in the gulf of dark- 
ness and nothing. The all-seeing God, through the heart of His 
Son, holds us in His ever-loving vision and embrace, appreciates us 
at our true value, never forgets the immortal spark that He has en- 
kindled in us. Yearns to keep us for Himself, to rescue us from our 
peril and protect us against everlasting reprobation. Call us to 
come and learn from Himself the truth, to put our feet on the path, 
to possess life and not be forever the victims of death. Compre- 
hending more perfectly than it will ever be given us to understand, 
the ineffable destiny He has prepared for us—a destiny befitting 
Himself and us, earnest in endeavoring to win us to reach it, He 
sends the invitation which, if accepted, will secure for us the incal- 
culable blessings He has in store for us. Again, and yet again must 
we ask what keeps us in indecision? Can anything in reason ex- 
plain it? What is our motive? What the influence? What the 
prejudice which is at work? This reluctance places us in a 
terrible predicament. Acceptance means everything to gain. Re- 
fusal, everything to lose. When will the scales drop from our eyes? 
What will cure us of our gigantic folly? We are at the meeting of 
the ways. How are we going to decide? The road is so clear. We 
are in our own hands. We must hearken, we must hasten. The 
end of mercy may be near. It is possible even for Divine love to 
despair. Hence one determined act of our will, one stride and we are 
in the presence of the Teacher, sitting at whose feet all will be well. 
Listen and look up to His face and love will win the day. Have 
mercy, Most Sacred Heart; we come to remain and learn; teach us 
the lessons of Thy wonderful wisdom and of Thy still more wonder- 
ful love! 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 


BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 


XXXII. PREPARATION FOR THE JUDGMENT DURING LIFE. 


“Stand up and prepare thyself.”—Jer. xlvi. 14. 


SYNOPSIS.—In corporal sickness we expect the physician to give us timely 
remedies against death; but he may not always be able to do so. In spirit- 
ual maladies you look to the minister of God for the remedies. He can 
always give them, and they will never fail—provided you apply them. 
The consequence of an adverse judgment is death. 

Remedies.—1. “ Provide for thy own household”—by frequent ex- 
amination of conscience and regular reception of the Sacraments. 2. “ Let 
your loins be girded,” 1. e., carefully avoid the sins of the flesh; and be 
active in good works. 3. “ You shall bear burning lamps in your hands,” 
i. €., the light of good example and of works of charity. 4. Be watchful 
for the coming of the Lord; and make friends with the Saints of God. 
Exhortation to devotion to the Blessed Mother of God. 


What would a sick person think of a doctor who, while con- 
tinually talking of the danger of the patient’s ailment, of its in- 
creasing danger, and of the approach of death, would prescribe no 
remedy nor use any means toward bettering the condition of his 
patient? So far I have said to you a great deal about the great 
danger, which we will have to face some day, about the terrors of 
the judgment, the sternness of the Judge, of the manner and place 
of punishment, and of the inevitable lot—either eternal life or eternal 
death—which will befall every soul. Would it not then be desirable 
and proper if I should prescribe for you a spiritual remedy, which 
would enable you to protect yourself from this great danger? “If 
the judgment is so terrible,” you may say, “it is for you to tell us 
what will enable us to make it lighter for us and secure us from its 
inflictions.” Indeed, I know remedies enough which will enable 
you to pass unscathed through the ordeal of the judgment, but you 
must use them, or else they would be of as little benefit to you as 
the strongest medicine would be to a sick man who would always 
look at it but never take it. The prescription which I give you con- 
sists of the few words, “Stand up and prepare thyself,” which 
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means, up and prepare yourself for the judgment now while yoy 
are living and again at the hour of death. Of this twofold prepara- 
tion during life and at the hour of death I shall speak to you in 
this and the next sermon. To-day we will contemplate the prepara. 
tion for the judgment during life. 

To this end I will prescribe to you four remedies: 


I. “ Provide for thy own household..” 
II. “ Gird your loins.” 
III, “ Take a lighted lamp in your hands,” and 
IV. “ Wait for the coming of the Lord.” 


The best preparation for the judgment consists of the proper use 
of these four remedies. I will explain them to you: 


I. After Jacob had served Laban for a considerable time, he said 
to him one day: “ Send me away, that I may return into my country, 
and to my land. It is reasonable that I should now provide also 
for my own house” (Gen. xxx. 25-30). 

These are beautiful words, and so should every Christian soul 
often say to itself during the time of this earthly life: “ It is reason- 
able that, before my body dies, I should look into my affairs, not my 
temporal or bodily affairs, but after my moral and spiritual affairs, 
of which I shall have to give a strict accounting to the Lord, my 
God. It is reasonable that I should not only care how I spend my 
temporal life, but also how I shall fare in the eternal beyond. It is 
reasonable that I should not feel satisfied with procuring what is 
necessary for the welfare of others, but that I should take into con- 
sideration that some day I should appear before God, the stern 
Judge, free of all faults and with a clear conscience. What good 
is this life to me, with its care and trouble, its labor and anxiety 
for temporal good, if I make no preparation for the future life, 
which will last through all eternity? A prudent man thinks not 
only of to-day or to-morrow, but looks into and prepares for the 
future; and a prudent Christian should likewise be more careful 
of the eternal than of the temporal. Consequently it is no less just 
and necessary than reasonable and wholesome, that every one who 


desires to stand the test before the judgment of God should, once 
a year, if not oftener, set aside certain days and hours, during 


which he will lay aside all temporal affairs and think over seriously, 
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in the solitude of his private chamber, how he has husbanded his 
soul, with the divine gifts and graces, what good he has done or 
left undone toward obtaining eternal life, or what evil deeds he 
has committed to deserve eternal death. O, my dear Lord, how 
often we sin during the course of a year! Of how many useless 
words, and idle thoughts, not to speak of sins and vices, we find our- 
selves guilty in 365 days! How many opportunities we miss of 
doing good! How many mistakes and faults does not even the just 
man commit every day! How many hours of precious, irrevocable 
time we pass in eating, drinking, playing, sleeping, gossiping, and 
idling! And for all this we shall have to give an account to God! 

Who can record them all, these sins, faults, and omissions, these 
words and thoughts of a whole year, a whole lifetime! And yet, 
they are all marked down in the book of our conscience, which the 
Judge will hold before us and the devil as accuser will read to us. 
And at every period there will be said to us, “ Give an account of 
this!”” You have lived so many years, months, weeks, days, and 
hours, you have received from God so many gifts and graces to 
merit heaven by their use, “ Give an account of this!” Whether 
you have held a public office or position, or acted as minister, judge, 
or magistrate, whether you have been a father or mother, master 
or mistress of a household, an administrator or guardian, a mer- 
chant or host, no matter what position it was, which made you not 
only responsible for yourself but also for others, for their morals 
and possessions, “ Give an account of it!” What you have done 
for their advantage or to their detriment. “ Give an account” for 
all those souls which were led into evil deeds by your oppressions, 
which fell into sins and perished through your dilatoriness and negli- 
gence. What will he answer who never once thought of this seri- 
ously during his whole life? He who is mindful of his own salva- 
tion, let him follow this advice and judge himself every year, or 
rather every evening before retiring, and let him examine his con- 
science and in that way bring justice into his soul during his life- 
time. He will then pass more easily before the divine Judge, the 
severer he has been with himself. For it is true, what St. Paul 
says, “If we would judge ourselves, we would never be judged.” 
This is the first remedy to render the coming judgment easy. 

II. The others are given to us by the Lord Himself. In St. Luke, 
Chapter XII., we read, “ Let your loins be girded.” In those times 
men and women in the Orient wore a long, wide garment, which at 
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work and upon going on a journey they caught up with a girdle, so as 
not to be hampered by it. Christ points to this custom, when He 
wishes to say, that we should occupy ourselves continually with 
doing good and prepare ourselves for the journey into eternity, 
that we should be free of all outside influences and free of all pos- 
sessions gained unjustly, which might hinder us from passing un- 
trammeled on the path of death to our judgment. St. Gregory 
gives another interpretation of these words. He says: “ We gird 
our loins, when we restrain the lust of our flesh, by moderation, 
modesty and retirement.” It is certain that many Christians are 
condemned on account of debauchery and unrighteousness. These 
two vices are so common nowadays that we might almost call every 
one who has not to accuse himself of them an angel in the flesh, 
Indeed, it is painful to one’s ears to hear almost daily of trickery 
and fraud, theft and robbery, fornication and adultery, murder and 
suicide, which have become of common occurrence. Is it a wonder 
then when we say that many will perish? If I dared tell all I 
know many of you would shudder. But you know sufficiently well. 

III. The third remedy says, “ You shall bear burning lamps in 
your hands.” What does this mean? It means that we bear burning 
lamps in our hands when we give to our neighbors a shining example 
by our good works, particularly by works of Christian charity. 
“ Blessed are the merciful,” says Jesus Christ, “ for they shall obtain 
mercy.” This charity is practised by all works of Christian love 
for our neighbor, it is bestowed upon the poor, the needy, the sui- 
fering, the living, and the dead, by alms, assistance and advice, by 
visiting and waiting upon the sick, by consoling the sorrowful, and 
providing for the widows and orphans. How many benefits and 
graces of heavenly glory some people could obtain for themselves 
if they would bestow upon the education and bringing up of a poor 
orphan the expenses and tender care which they lavish upon a 
favorite lap-dog. Who knows what might become of many a poor, 
neglected child if it could be brought under Christian influence 
and care? It might grow up to be a credit to its country, for the 
salvation of souls, to the honor of the Almighty, to the eternal con- 
solation and joy of him who adopted it, while now it is but a prey 
to the tempter in the public streets, and grows up and lives among 
sins and vices, until the judgment overtakes it. 

It is a work of Christian charity to bear no ill-will toward any- 
body, to hurt nobody by calumny or evil report, not be over sus- 
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picious and hasty in judgment. “ Judge not,” says the Lord, “ and 
you will not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be con- 
demned. The measure which you mete out to others shall be 
meted out to you.” A work of Christian charity is also praying for 
all the deceased faithful and for the souls in purgatory. A certain 
priest offered during his whole life all his good works and merits 
for the benefit of the poor souls. When he was lying on his death- 
bed, and the thought came to him that he would soon have to appear 
before the judgment seat of God, a great anxiety befell him that he 
had given everything away in life. But behold! An innumerable 
number of saved souls appeared to him and exclaimed: “ Fear not, 
we shall all go with you to the judgment seat and stand up for you 
before the Judge!” St. Jerome says with perfect right: “I have 
never heard of anybody dying a bad death who has practised works 
of charity during his lifetime.” 

IV. The fourth remedy is: “ You shall be like to men, who work 
for the Lord.” The Lord comes when he hastens to the judgment. 
But because we do not know the hour in which He will come we 
should ever hold ourselves in readiness to receive Him and appear be- 
fore Him in judgment. “ Blessed is the man who is always fearful ; 
but he that is hardened in mind shall fall into evil ” (Proverbs xxviii. 
14). Be fearful to offend the Lord before it be too late. “ With 
him that feareth the Lord it shall go well in the latter end, and in 
the day of his death he shall be blessed ” (Eccl. i. 13). 

These are the most efficacious remedies with which you can 
help yourselves ; the way in which you can equip yourselves in life 
to stand the test before the Lord’s judgment. It was my duty to 
present to you these remedies ; it is for you to use them and employ 
them. If you do not do this, it will not be my fault, for I can testify 
before the Lord that I have taught you truly. Nobody can be forced 
to do either right or wrong; everybody is free to choose for himself. 

But I can beg you and adjure you to get yourselves in readiness 
for the judgment. “ Make friends,” not among men, whom you 

‘must leave at the hour of death, but make your friends among the 
chosen of the Lord, so that they may aid, protect, and defend you 
in the hour of judgment. Above all make a friend of Mary, the 
most blessed Mother of the Judge, the refuge of sinners, the mother 
of charity! Make her your friend by daily veneration and make her 
your mother by filial love. If she aids you, you will be saved. “ If 
all the devils should be arraigned against me before the judgment- 
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seat of God,” says the pious Suarez, “ if the whole of hell should rise 
up against me and open its jaws to devour me; if all the saints 
should desert me; if thou, O Mary, wouldst only speak one word of 
intercession I would be saved.” This is a great consolation, but 


only for those who during life make themselves worthy of Mary’s 
aid and protection. 


GOD’S CARE FOR MAN. 
BY THE REV. THOMAS F. BURKE, C.S.P., NEW YORK. 


“ Casting all your care upon him, for he hath care of you.”—1 S. Peter v. 7, 


SYNOPSIS.—1. S. Peter, in to-day’s epistle, insists that in the work of life 
we should manifest a trust in the providence of God. 2. The work of 
God is seen primarily in His continuation of created beings in existence. 
It is a necessary consequence of Divine Power, Divine Intelligence and 
Divine Love. Our Divine Lord Himself has instructed us plainly in re- 
gard to this truth. 3. Our duty is to make reliance upon God a character- 
istic of our lives. 4. This dependence upon God does not suppose the 
stagnation of human effort. Rather God’s care receives manifestation in 
answer to the best human striving. 5. Nor does it suppose the extinction 
of human affection. 6. The lesson taught by S. Peter and our duty. 


1. One sentence in to-day’s epistle stands distinct from the rest. 
St. Peter devotes his attention to human efforts and the necessity 
of such effort for a good moral life. Amid these exhortations, he 
interjects, as it were, the sentence we have chosen for our text, 
“Cast all your care upon him, for he hath care of you.” There is 
a double truth insisted upon here which has always proved to be 
a mystery. That double truth is God’s care over men and man’s 
responsibility. Some are apt to exaggerate the one or the other. 
In the great work of accomplishing the object of our existence, and 
believing that object to be spiritual and supernatural, two elements 
are at work, the Divine Will and human cooperation. Neither 
excludes the other; but, on the contrary, for the perfect life, the 
one supposes the other. St. Peter preaches a lesson to the world 
of to-day. Many are content with confining the work of life simply 
to natural human effort, to the exclusion of any Divine help and 
care. In the midst of his insistence upon the necessity of human 
action, St. Peter preaches a truth which is fundamental in all true 
religion, that God has a providential care over His children. With- 
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out God there can be no religion. Without a personal loving God, 
One who has an interest in His creatures and especially in His in- 
telligent creatures, life has lost its meaning. 

2. The Christian revelation has taught us what the providence 
of God is. It is born of God’s supreme power, His supreme in- 
telligence, and His supreme love. Rob Him of one of these, and 
you have robbed Him of an essential to His very Being. We be- 
lieve that the work of creation is a work of supreme power. 
Whether a world or an atom of dust, whether a man or the humblest 
worm that crawls the earth, whether a universe or a grain of sand, 
each and all could be called into existence only by the decree of 
almighty power. The work of creation, we may say, is carried 
on in the continued existence of creatures. The same Divine hand 
that fashioned the beings of the world to-day upholds them. The 
same power which brought all things out of nothingness and which 
created our souls continues to sustain us in every moment of our 
existence. 

In making us human beings our Creator has endowed us with 
characteristic powers above and beyond those of other creatures. 
This bestowal of superior powers supposes a superior care upon 
God’s part. That intelligence which is ours argues to an infinite 
intellect in the Creator. That will which we can use for good 
or ill argues to a Divine will. Between these created powers and 
the uncreated there is a relation somewhat akin to the relation be- 
tween father and son; a relation that supposes a care for the lesser 
in the greater. The same Divine intelligence that endowed us with 
intellect and will probes into the very depths of our soul and sees, 
as no one else has power to see, what we are and what we need. 

Not only Divine Power and Divine Intelligence suppose God’s 
providence, but even more than these, Divine love supposes it. The 
giving of life and intellectual powers is an act of love supreme. 
Naught else can explain the gifts. Infinite Power, infinite intel- 
ligence could exist without communicating any portion of them- 
selves to other beings; but Divine Love demanded the communi- 
cation of happiness to others. It sought to extend itself. And 
the facts in the religious history of mankind bear out this statement. 
In the light of reason, through the dictates of conscience, in the 
proclamation of His all-holy law, His sovereign will in the voices 
of the patriarchs and the prophets, God has always sought to bind 
men round with the cords of love. The same Divine Love which 

















748 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


impelled God to send upon earth His only-begotten Son for the 
salvation of man is ready to-day to answer the cries of need that 
go up from our hearts. Our Divine Lord Himself has taught us 
concerning the providence of God. All His miracles, not one of 
which was performed without some benefit to man, His whole 
life, which was one act of sacrifice, reveal to us the Father’s loving 
care; but lest we should misinterpret the act, He has given us the 
unmistakable word, that God is ever watching over us, ever pro- 
tecting us. With what strength and beauty did He speak to His 
disciples: “Consider the ravens, for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, neither have they storehouse nor barn, and God feedeth them. 
How much are you more valuable than they? Consider the lilies 
how they grow; they labor not, neither do they spin. But I 
say to you, not even Solomon, in all his glory, was clothed like one 
of these. Now, if God clothes in this manner the grass that is to- 
day in the field and to-morrow is cast into the oven, how much 
more you, O ye of little faith! And seek not you what you shall 
eat or what you shall drink; and be not lifted up on high. For 
all these things do the nations of the world seek. But your Father 
knoweth that you have need of these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His justice, and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” This is likewise the teaching of St. Peter, the echo of 
His Master: the necessity of serving God well and trusting to Him 
to bestow further. If there is a particular point to this teaching 
it is that besides the general providence of God over all things, there 
is also a special providence over man, who is endowed with intelli- 
gence and will, who is the image of God Himself. 

3. In the face of this fact of Divine interest in human life, what 
is our duty? It is a duty of trust and confidence in God, in the 
wisdom of His intellect, in the goodness of His will. I may say 
such a trust is the characteristic of a Christian’s life; the ruling 
power that gives him peace in trouble and happiness in misery. 
In each piece of chant used in the music of the Church, there is 
one note which is known as the dominant, and while the music may 
range sometimes above and sometimes below, it is always re- 
turning to that one ever-recurring tone. Thus in a Christian’s life, 
faith and trust in God should be the dominant note. He may 
ascend into the higher flights of joy or descend into the lower range 
of sorrow, but He should ever come back to the calm, even, undis- 
turbed trust in the providence of a loving heavenly Father. 
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4. Must we then suppose that this all-embracing care of God and 
our full submission to Him mean the stagnation of our mind and 
affections? Are we to be merely as the brush in the painter’s hand 
or as the clay in the potter’s? That would be the degeneration of 
this most sublime and most consoling doctrine into a debasing and 
enervating fatalism. Must we suppose that God has given us a 
law of salvation and has not left us free to obey it? That He has 
commanded us to believe in Him and to love Him with all our 
strength and yet has not given us the strength of will and the 
freedom of heart to offer our faith and love? Far from it. For 
Divine Providence supposes human effort. The ravens sow 
not; the lilies of the field spin not; but man must labor 
and strive; he must seek, and seek first the kingdom 
of God, then shall other things be given unto him. Man 
is intelligent. Manis free. His life upon earth is a life of progress. 
‘ Starting from the border of nothingness, a creature of capacities 
and capabilities, he is to be filled in time with material and mental 
good, with moral and social good, with human and heavenly good. 
And thus we, who are free by nature from the necessity that rules 
all other creatures, shall, by the grace of God, become free from 
sin, and finally free from suffering, and shall stand clothed in the 
liberty of glory before the throne of God. In the process of gain- 
ing freedom from sin, which is the work of this life, we are the co- 
operators, the co-workers with God. According to our own labors 
and efforts shall we feel, to a greater or less degree, the bene- 
dictions of Divine Providence. 

The various instances of miracles performed in the life of Our 
Blessed Lord exemplify this truth of God’s providential care mani- 
fested as a reward to human effort. When He multiplied the 
loaves and the fishes, when He gave sight to the man born blind, 
and hearing to the deaf man, when He freed the dead Lazarus from 
the shackles of the grave; when, above all, He Himself, who had 
been crucified, stood again living and triumphant among His 
disciples, He not only gave proof of His almighty power and 
divinity, but He also gave special tokens of His care over man. 
In addition to the testimony that these wonderful works bear to 
His Divine character, there is in them all a second characteristic. 
Not one of all these miracles was a mere wanton exercise of power; 
even a mere unfolding of His Divine mission. It is noteworthy that 
whenever our Lord performed a miracle, He had in view some im- 
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mediate good to man. The needs of humanity knocked at His 
loving heart. ‘‘ He went.about doing good,” even to the extent of 
setting aside the natural laws of His own creation; to impress upon 
man how much and how strongly He loved him. The same re- 
lationship, the same love exists between man and God to-day as 
then existed. The same care is now bestowed upon His creatures as 
was then given ; and if our trust in God be as strong as in these days, 
our reward will likewise be wonderful. 

5. “Casting all your care upon Him, for He hath care of you.” 
Neither does this resignation, this submission to Divine Provi- 
dence, mean the exclusion and extinction of human affection. Think 
you that God would have us restrain the tear of sorrow over a de- 
parted friend or an ungrateful loved one? Think you that He 
would have us stifle the expressions of joy over good done to ourself 
or fellow-man? Think you that this giving up of self to God dead- 
ens human interest and robs the heart of human affection? Are 
sickness, death, the opposition to the love of Jesus Christ, the pre- 
judices, the follies of those about us, the troubles of the natural life 
no longer to be classed as miseries? They still remain as before; 
but Supernatural Providence places them in their due _propor- 
tions, in their true light. It turns the mind to the Divine and 
the Eternal Truth. It turns the heart to the everlasting and 
heavenly Love. It raises the soul above all things of this world 
to the recognition of a Power and a Love that shall, out of human 
suffering, out of temporal misery, out of earthly woe, bring divine 
joy, everlasting happiness, heavenly recompense. 

6. The lesson then that St. Peter inculcates is the one of simple 
trust and confidence in God, after we have put forth our own best 
efforts. When our blessed Saviour dwelt in person upon earth no 
human need was left unanswered. A woman came and touched the 
hem of His garment that she might be cured of her ailment, and her 
prayer was answered; a ruler met Him in the way and begged that 
his dying child might live, and Jesus infused new strength; a 
mother and again a sister were in grief over the loss of a loved one, 
and by His almighty power, Jesus restored life; a penitent at His 
feet asked for pardon, and the merciful forgiveness of God was 
granted; St. John, that soul of love, seeking more love, besought the 
sweet privilege of resting his head upon the Master’s breast, and 
the privilege was granted him. They were all in need ; they all strove 
humbly and lovingly to have those needs met and answered; and 
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they did not place their trust in vain. If we come as they came 
with true humility, with heartfelt love and place our needs before 
God, do you think He will be less good, less loving toward us? 

The first duty, therefore, in the light of this truth, is to set aside 
all lower things and to discover what is God’s truth, what is God’s 
will. Knowing this, our second duty is to yield to God the de- 
yotion of our intellect, whose end is to know God’s truth and of our 
will, whose object is the good that exists completely in God alone. 
Then what is necessary for our progress shall be supplied by the care 
of our Heavenly Father; what is further needful for our good be 
given us by God, for we are being of His being and life of His life. 
Then shall we, with the Apostle, submit ourselves in humility to our 
Lord and be lifted up to understand the things of which He spoke; 
to know that the protecting hand of God is guiding us; to appre- 
ciate the abundant wisdom and grasp the true meaning of Christ’s 
words: “ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His justice, and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 


BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 
XXXIII. PREPARATION FOR THE JUDGMENT IN TIME OF SIckngss. 


“Be prepared to meet thy God.”—Amos iv. 12. 


SYNOPSIS.—Four things seldom thought of, which nevertheless show the 
omnipotence of God. Though He has created millions of human beings, 
yet, r. No two bear to each a perfect exterior resemblance. 2. No two 
souls exactly alike in the sight of God. 3. No two die in exactly the 
some dispositions, or in the same state of responsibility before God. 
4. No two receive exactly the same sentence. Hence, the necessity for 
each one to keep an account of himself, and “ set his house in order,” 

II. How to prepare for the Judgment. 1. Attend to temporal affairs 
and then put them entirely out of the mind. 2. Set the affairs of the 
soul in perfect order. 3. Take proper means, as indicated, to repel the 
last attacks of the devil. Lastly, hold sweet and tranquil converse with 
God, thinking of His infinite goodness and mercy; making acts of hope 
~ _ resignation, and frequent aspirations and appeals to our loving 

aviour. 


There are four things which are eminently calculated to disclose 
to us the omnipotence of God, but concerning which, at the same 
time, we pay the least attention. The first is that from among so 
many millions of human faces there are not to be found two which 
perfectly resemble each other. For although there is such a strong 
resemblance amongst some persons that it is difficult to distinguish 
them, still all features are not so alike but what we can discover 
some disparity between them. No human art can effectuate that. 

The second is that just as no human being perfectly resembles 
another exteriorly, the hearts and consciences of mankind are also 
so different that we should be far more likely to find two faces quite 
the same than to find two perfectly similar dispositions. Confessors 
know this best. The third is that although many thousands of 
persons die daily upon earth, still each one dies in a different way, 
even though in many cases the sickness is the same. The fourth 
is that every soul also will have a different judgment, a different 
sentence. For as no single soul resembles another in merits or in 
sins, so, therefore, not one will be perfectly alike in reward or pun- 
ishment. “ Weight and balance are judgments of the Lord ” (Prov. 
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xvi. 11), says Solomon. The just God weighs everything exactly, 
the good and the bad. His sentence is in accordance with the weight. 

Upon these scales of Divine justice our actions, our works, words, 
and thoughts will one day be laid. O how powerfully with some 
will the evil preponderate; with others the good! It is in our 
power now to add weight to the good or the bad, and thus either 
to increase our merits or add to our sins. Let each one set up a 
scale and place on one side all the good that he remembers to have 
done during his lifetime; on the other side let him place all the 
sins and offenses with which his conscience accuses him. What 
sentence would you have to await? Still I will judge no one, still 
less condemn or damn them, for surely each one has enough to 
do with himself. Only I again repeat and advise what I said re- 
cently, “ Arise and prepare thyself!” while you yet live. When 
sickness befalls thee, which brings the approach of death, know 
then that the Judge knocks already and calls to judgment. Then 
you must be judged, and no more time will be given you to “ pre- 
pare to meet thy God.” 

How this may be done I will explain to you in the present dis- 


course. 
Certainly for persons who have a clear conscience and are in 


the state of grace it would be a great happiness to die a sudden death, 
for they are thereby spared that fearful struggle which we call the 
death agony, in which the dying hover between fear and hope of 
victory and wrestle with the pains of death, with temptations and the 
assaults of the devil. Nevertheless it is also a great grace when God 
lets a man die only after a tedious illness, slowly and in possession of 
his senses, for he can profit every moment by the sufferings of sick- 
ness and the agony of death, and prepare himself for death and judg- 
ment. 

1. When his time arives the sick man should be told what the 
Prophet Isaias foretold King Ezechius: “ Give charge concerning 
thy house, for thou shalt die and not live” (IV. Kings xx. 1). That 
is to say: Give your last orders, and put in order your temporal 
affairs. Make a will according to law so that that which you will 
soon have to leave behind will not be robbed and inherited by those 
for whom you did not intend it and who will not be thankful to 
you for it. Do not forget your poor soul, and arrange for it 
that which will be profitable for it in the other world, and alone 
can assist it. Have you still what belongs to others, or debts still 
unpaid, dear friend, arrange everything justly so that no one will 
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suffer injury by your death, or have something to ask of you in 
the next world, otherwise bad wishes will follow you to the grave, 
and you will be called upon at the judgment to give a much 
more severe accounting of that which you owe to God and man, 
Do not rely upon others in this respect, but do now before you die 
all those things which you ought to do, for you may rest assured 
that no one after your death will fulfil exactly as it ought to be 
done that which you should have attended to during your lifetime. 
2. When you have in this wise attended to everything temporal, 
make a large cross over the whole world. Let nothing further 
. disturb you, give no further thought to temporal affairs, for if 
you could win all the treasures and wealth of the world, and obtain 
all the honors, offices, and dignities, they could not help you, be- 
cause you must die, and consequently leave all things. Let your 
heart, therefore, your mind, your care, your trouble be applied to 
that which is before you, namely: God—death—judgment! Pre- 
pare to meet thy God, by a contrite, sincere confession of all the 
sins of your life, as far as you can remember them. Think: you 
can still efface them by tears of penance, and do penance for them 
by bearing patiently the sufferings and pains of sickness. “If 
we were to judge ourselves,” says the Apostle, that is to say, if 
we were to accuse and punish ourselves, “ we should not be judged 
by God.” Death is a long journey, from this world into eternity, 
“A long journey lies before thee, arise, therefore, and eat.” Take 
as Viaticum the Sacramental Bread of Angels, the forms of which 
conceal the true flesh and blood of Jesus Christ, thy Lord and 
Saviour, of which He Himself has said: “ Whosoever eateth my 
flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life and will not die.” In 
this mystery is presented to you the Lord of life and death, thy 
Judge, the same from whose lips thou wilt hear the sentence directly 
after death. Now He comes to thee, still “ meekly,” full of grace 
and mercy, willing to receive thee graciously, if thou wilt only be 
reconciled to Him. And as a pledge of His loving, conciliatory dis- 
position He gives thee Himself, with soul and body, flesh and 
blood, with Divinity and humanity! Canst thou still doubt that 
He will save thee? That this Most Sacred Food should be profitable 
and meritorious for thee, you must partake of it in the full pos- 
session of thy senses, with a willing heart and free will, but not 
from compulsion, or at the solicitation of others. If even material 
food does not have a good efect when we are forced to take it, 
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so is this far more the case with the Bread of Heaven, with the 
Divine Food of the soul. It is really deplorable that many Chris- 
tians have almost to be forced to partake of it, and often it can not 
be given to them until they are nearly unconscious. 

3. In order that the last combat which the sick person has to 
fight with death, the devil and his angels, may lead to victory, in 
order that the soul may be encouraged for the struggle, and the 
powers of the body fortified as much as possible, God orders, 
through the Apostle James, that “the sick man should bring in 
the priests of the church, who will pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick man: and the Lord shall raise him up (give him 
courage to bear his sufferings, strength for the death agony, or 
even restore him to health), and if he be in sins, they shall be 
forgiven him ’’ (James v. 14). 

What can be more consoling to a sick person than this promise, 
which God, who is the eternal truth, gives to him? We might 
almost laugh at those foolish persons who consider this most ad- 
vantageous Sacrament of Extreme Unction as the mark of “ extreme 
misery,” and, therefore, not infrequently prefer to die rather than to 
receive it. They imagine that when the Priest begins to anoint them 
that their soul will depart. And yet there are many hundreds still 
living, and they are well and healthy, who have already received 
this Sacrament, and probably just on that account regained their 
health! Hence I wish to exhort all not to postpone the reception 
of the same, as soon as the sickness appears dangerous, much less 
to resist when it is about to be given; for God did not institute it 
for death, but for the salvation of souls and the well-being of the 
body. 

These are the three chief points in the preparation for the 
judgment of which we should faithfully make use in the time 
of sickness. If there is still some time to spare, every good 
Christian should use it in confidential intercourse with God and 
His Saints; he should beg his guardian angel for assistance and 
help at the agony of death and at the judgment. For this many 
words or long prayers are not necessary. Most effective are the 
quiet sighs of the heart, those little prayers of flame, through which 
heart and mind are kindled and lifted up to God. For instance: “ In 
thee, O Lord, have I hoped, and I shall not be confounded in 
eternity,” or, “ If thou shouldst kill me, O God, still would I hope in 
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thee,” or “ When shall I go and appear before the face of God?” 
or “ Jesus, I love thee, Jesus, for thee I die,” etc., or with Christ 
upon the cross, “Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.” 

With these and similar aspirations of the heart we should employ 
the last moments, and either utter these short prayers ourselves or 
have them said by others. In this way we may prevent that fre- 
quent complaint from the sick-bed, “ We can neither pray nor 
do good.” ‘You can do enough good. Even if you can not pray, 
you can at least think of God. If you can not pray, you 
can give an alms, so that others may pray for you; not, how- 
ever, for the prolongation of your life, but for patience in your suf- 
ferings and for a happy death. When you can not pray you can 
offer up your sufferings to God as a punishment for your sins; 
you can love God, unite your will to His, which is indeed the 
most excellent work and best pleasing to God; you can at all times 
say, if not with the lips, then with the heart, “ Thy will, O Lord, 
be done!” Lord, because Thou willest, as Thou willest, and what 
Thou willest; it is all the same to me; to suffer, live or die, when 
and how Thou willest. 

It must indeed be pleasing to God when He beholds that a sick 
person is so perfectly resigned to the Divine Will, as willing to 
suffer and die as to live and be well again. This resignation to 
the will of God is besides our duty, for as every one ought to give 
their life as a confession of faith, so are they also obliged as a 
mark of obedience to give their life into the hands of God when- 
ever He wills it. We lose nothing thereby, for as St. Paul says, 
“Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” 

He who prepares himself thus for death is also ready to meet 
his Judge, and may hope to find a favorable judgment. And be- 
cause this is the best thing that I can wish myself and you, 
I have delivered these two sermons on the twofold prepara- 
tion for the judgment, the one to be made during the enjoyment of 
good health, the other in time of a dangerous sickness. God 
grant in His mercy that I may not have admonished in vain! 
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THE POPE—THE SUPREME SHEPHERD. 


BY THE REV. DOM BEDE CAMM, 0.S.B., B.A. (OXON), BIRMINGHAM, 
ENGLAND. 


“ And entering one of the ships, which was Simon’s . . ._he sat down 
and taught the multitudes from the ship.’—St. Luke v. 3. (From to-day’s 


gospel. ) 


“T will save my flock and it shall be no more a spoil . . . and I will 
set up one Shepherd over them, and he shall feed them.”—Ezech xxxiv. 22, 23. 


SYNOPSIS.—Shepherds in the Old Testament. Riches and habit of com- 
mand made them princes. Two ideas interchangeable, cf. Ps. xxii. and 
lexvii. Abraham, Father of the faithful, leaving all things, has new 
name given him. Significance of this—Moses the Lawgiver, David the 
King, still shepherds, only over men—Our Lord the Good Shepherd—St. 
Peter takes His place, receives the charge of all—Is Abraham, Moses, 
David in one, the mouthpiece of God—His successors carry on his work 
and his office. Leo XIII. 


In the Old Testament we read much of shepherds, and this is 
but natural. In the patriarchal state of society, men counted great 
flocks and herds as their principal riches. The greatest and the 
noblest of men were shepherds, men who wandered about over the 
uncultivated plains and hills of their Eastern home, seeking pasture 
for their flocks, living in tents a simple pastoral life, taking up arms 
indeed when it was necessary to defend their sheep from the inroads 
of robber-tribes, or attacks of wild and savage beasts, but for the 
most part living peaceful and happy lives, surrounded by their chil- 
dren and their flocks. 

Now in due time these shepherd chiefs became powerful princes: 
and this was natural, for they had riches, and they had the habit of 
command. Indeed, so common was this that the very ideas of a shep- 
herd and a prince became interchangeable, and in the Old Testament 
the expressions to feed or pasture a flock are equivalent to having 


charge of and ruling a nation. Thus in Psalm xxii. David says, “The 


Lord is my shepherd,” but in the Vulgate this is translated, “ The 
Lord ruleth me,” and again the Psalmist sings in Psalm Ixxvii., 
“ He chose his servant David to feed Jacob his servant and Israel 
his inheritance, and he fed them in the innocence of his heart.” And 
in the text we have chosen, God says He will set one shepherd over 
His people even His servant David, and in the next sentence goes on 
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to say, “ My servant David shall be the prince in the midst of them,” 
Indeed this image is particularly natural and beautiful, for as S¢. 
Francis of Sales says, “it is to clear that to feed the sheep includes 
having the charge of them, for shepherds have full charge of the 
sheep, and not only lead them to pasture, but bring them back, fold 
them, guide them, rule them, keep them in fear, chastise and guard 
them.” 

Any one who seen an Eastern shepherd walking in front of his 
sheep, which follow him obediently, obey his voice when he calls 
them, or if they stray for a moment, submit meekly to the correction 
of his iron crook, will well understand the image. It is one to 
which I beg you to give special attention, for it is of great import- 
ance for Catholics to understand fully what is implied in the term 
feeding the sheep. 

A. Now in the Old Testament three great shepherds are brought 
prominently before us. 

1. The first is ABRAHAM, the father of the faithful. He is called 
to leave his own country and his father’s house, and he goes forth 
not knowing whither he went. He is the type and father of those 
who leave all, houses and brethren, etc., to follow the divine call. 
From being a Shepherd he becomes the Father of a mighty nation, 
and as a Priest on the Sacred Mount Moriah he offers the mystic 
sacrifice and type of the one great oblation which is to take away 
the sins of the world. 

And this Father, this Priest, this Shepherd, I beg you to note it 
well, is called by Isaias a Rock. ‘ Look unto the Rock whence you 
are hewn,” he exhorts the people, “ look unto Abraham your 
father.” And this very name of Abraham was a new name given 
him by God, to show his supreme authority. “Thou shalt be 
called Abraham, because I have made thee the father of many 
nations.” 

Notice that the imposition of a new name by God Himself is ever 
a mark of special vocation. 

2. And the next great shepherd is Moses. As he is tending the 
flocks of Jethro, his father-in-law, God calls him to be the Jeader, 
the ruler, and the lawgiver of his people. You all know the won- 
derful colloquy of the burning bush, how Moses shrinks from the 
task imposed on him, and how God encourages, fortifies, and con- 
soles him, giving him the power of working miracles that he may 
prove the reality of his mission. He is a shepherd, and he is to be 
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the supreme pastor of the people of Israel, leading them through 
the desert to the green pastures of the promised land, giving them 
drink from the Rock when they were thirsty, and supplying them 
with heavenly food. Mark all these characteristics of Moses, for 
like Abraham, he is the type of one to come. 

Above all Moses was a lawgiver. God indeed made the law, but 
Moses promulgated it; Moses enforced it; Moses punished those 
who would not submit; dispensed those who were unable to keep it 
in every respect ; drew up elaborate rubrics and rules for the service 
of the Sanctuary ; judged the people with supreme authority. 

3. And the third great shepherd is he to whom my text refers. 
David, the shepherd of Bethlehem, who, when he was following the 
ewes great with young ones, was taken that he might feed Jacob, 
the Lord’s people and Israel, his inheritance. David was the man 
after God’s own heart, chosen out of all the people to be the Pastor 
or ruler of his people, to be the lieutenant or vicegerent on earth of 
God himself. 

David the shepherd boy became David the king, but he still re- 
mained a shepherd, only his flock was changed. It was the Lord’s 
own flock that he had charge of now, as He says through the mouth 
of Ezechiel, “and you my flocks, the flock of my pasture are men.” 
In spite of human weaknesses and one or two grievous falls, David 
faithfully fulfilled his charge and fed the sheep of the Lord for 
many a long year. And therefore as a recompense of his fidelity it 
was vouchsafed him that the office of pastor or ruler of God’s people 
should remain in his house, to his successors and descendants after 
him was granted him the same supreme office, the same mighty 
charge, until He, “ great David’s greater son,” should come, who 
would change the old order or rather fulfil in substance and in truth 
that which had before been shadowed forth in type and figure. 

B. Our Blessed Lord, the Son of David, the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords did not disdain to compare Himself to a shepherd 
“T am the good Shepherd, and I know my sheep and am known of 


_ mine.” He was indeed the true Shepherd of our souls, He to whom 


all men belonged, the sheep of His pasture and the flock of His in- 
heritance. The Lord is my Shepherd the psalmist had sung, for he 
knew well that all earthly pastors such as Abraham and himself were 
but the vicars of the God of Israel, the true Pastor and the true 
King. They were the delegates of Jehovah, feeding His sheep in 
His name, and by His authority. They derived from Him their 
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powers as Rulers, Pastors, Fathers, Priests, Princes. All came 
from Him and all was for His glory, and so when God came down 
from heaven and clothed Himself with man’s flesh and became man, 
He became the most perfect and ideal type of the good Shepherd, 
How lovingly His heart yearned after His sheep! How tenderly 
he sought them wandering in the wilderness, lost in the highways 
and hedges, and laying them on His shoulder rejoicing brought them 
home to the fold. 

C. But our dear Lord, our good Shepherd, only remained on 
earth a few short years. He founded indeed His fold, making it 
wide and great enough to embrace the men of every race and clime; 
but it needed a ruler, a chief shepherd, to take His place when He 
had gone. And therefore it was that after His resurrection, on the 
shores of theGalileean lake, He gave most solemnly the supremecharge 
of all His sheep to Peter, His chosen servant.“ Feed my sheep, feed 
my lambs, feed my sheep,” He repeated in solemn and mystic reitera- 
tion. It is only when we consider all that has gone before that we 
understand the full meaning and depth of this great charge. Peter 
was to be the Shepherd, the Supreme Pastor and Ruler, the Su- 
preme Lawgiver, the Supreme Head on earth of all the sheep of 
Christ. ‘“I will set up one Shepherd over them, and He shall feed 
them and He shall be their Shepherd ; and they shall know that I the 
Lord their God am with them.” 

What follows from this? Simply this, to use the words of St. 
Francis of Sales: “ He who wishes to have this honor of being one 
of our Lord’s sheep must acknowledge St. Peter, or him who takes 
Peter’s' place as his shepherd.” “If thou lovest me,” quotes St. 
Bernard, “ feed my sheep.” Which sheep? The people of this or 
that city or region or even kingdom? My sheep, Christ says. Is 
it not clear that He did not mean some, but handed over all? There 
is no exception where there is no distinction. St. Peter was then 
appointed to be the general pastor of the whole Church. And if 
we belong to Christ, we must belong to Peter. 

D. And let us see how wonderfully St. Peter combines the offices 
and dignity of Abraham, Moses and David, who are the three great 
representatives of the Pastoral office. 

1. Like Abraham, he is made the father of all the faithful. He is 
the Holy Father, he who looks upon the world as his flock and his 
children. 

Just as Abraham was a new name imposed by God to signify his 
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fatherhood, so to Simon the son of Jonas was the new name of Peter 
given to signify his great office. When our Lord imposes a name 
upon men he always bestows some particular grace according to the 
name which he gives them. Simon son of Jonas received a name 
full of majesty and authority, because upon him as upon a firm rock 
was to be founded the multitude of Christians. Abraham, too, was 
called the rock, as we have learned. Just, too, as Abraham left all 
things and went out into a far country, so Peter, “ Ecce nos reliqui- 
mus omnia et secuti sumus te.” 

So we understand why St. Bernard calls the dignity of Peter the 
Patriarchate of Abraham. 

2. But St. Bernard also calls the Pope “ another Moses in author- 
ity.” And indeed the comparison between St. Peter and the great 
Hebrew lawgiver is not less close and striking. Every one knows, 
says St. Francis, how great the authority of Moses was. For he sat 
and judged concerning all the differences of the people, and all 
difficulties which occurred in the service of God; he appointed 
judges of all affairs of slight importance, but all great causes were 
reserved for his supreme judgment. Thus it was by his authority, 
and because they despised that authority, that the authors of the sin 
of Schism, Korah, Dathart and Abiram, were so terribly punished. 

If God would speak to the people, it was always through the 
mouth of Moses that He addressed them. And so St. Peter and his 
successors are the supreme judges in all matters that concern faith 
and morals, atid it is through their mouths that God speaks to His 
people. This is why St. Peter stood up in their midst on the day of 
Pentecost, and spoke in the name of the whole Apostolic College 
to the crowd, why he decided the election of St. Matthias, and pre- 
sided at the Council of Jerusalem ; why again he was chosen to open 
the doors of the church of the Gentile in the person of Cornelius. 
He was the chief shepherd of the flock of Christ, and like Moses of 
old it was his to judge, to give laws, to preside, to confirm and cor- 
rect. And it is ever the same in his successors. Like Moses, too, 
they feed God’s people with the heavenly Bread of the Sacraments, 
and the life-giving waters of pure external truth. Like Moses they 
are the mouthpieces, the representatives, the Vicars of God: so that 
St. Alphonsus only spoke sober truth when he cried, “ The voice of 
the Pope is the voice of God.” 

3. Like David, the Pope is the Ruler and the Prince of the people 
of God. He is in truth the one Shepherd of whom Ezechiel pro- 
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phesied of old: who should save the flock from being the spoil of their 
enemies. Happy indeed are they who are safely folded under his 
charge! Most unhappy those poor erring ones who wander far from 
the fold in the arid deserts of heresy, trying to find water in the 
broken cisterns of man’s invention, instead of quaffing the pure and 
limpid streams that flow perennially from the Rock of Peter. 

E. And just as the successors of David enjoyed all his privileges 
and his duties, so it was with the sucessors of Peter. To each of 
them our Lord says, “ Feed my sheep,” to each of them in turn, at 
his election, entrusting the care of his whole flock. Supreme 
Pastor and Supreme Ruler, Abraham, Moses and David unite their 
dignities in Him. He is truly the Vicar of Christ, His living repre- 
sentative on earth, the express image of his Person. 

And so we understand the meaning of those words in to-day’s 
Gospel, “ And going into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, He 
sat down and taught the multitude from the ship.” It was no 
chance, no mere accident, that directed our Divine Lord to Simon’s 
ship, for in His smallest actions there are profundities of divine 
meaning. What He did that day He still does, and we His sheep 
rejoice to hear His voice. 

And this year we rejoice with special gladness, for it is the year of 
our Father’s Jubilee, and all Christendom gathers round him in 
joy and exultation. For twenty-five years he has been our shep- 
herd, our teacher, our ruler, and we may well thank the goodness 
of God who gave us such a Father. 

And how shall we best take our share in the jubilation of the 
Christian world? 

How shall we best show our love and our loyalty to our Father 
and our Shepherd? In two ways surely: 1. By trying to increase 
our love for the Holy See, our zeal for its dignity and prerogatives, 
trying to break down the frightful wall of ignorant prejudice which 
still cuts off our dear country from the embrace of its loving and 
true Father. How eagerly and tenderly his heart yearns for this 
country! How greatly he yearns to save these sheep from the wolf 
that they may be no more a spoil, that they may know that the Lord 
is with them and that they are His people. How he rejoices over 
each conversion (I know it by a glad experience), even over the 
humblest! He has done all in his power to bring this people back to 
unity and truth; it is for us to do the rest. And we shall best be- 
gin by teaching people about the Pope. That he is no tyrant who 
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longs to have us once again beneath his sway, no proud and haughty 
despot, but a loving and tender Father, who desires the conversion 
of the world for that world’s sake, not for his own advantage. 

2, And then we must pray for him. It must be one of our most 
constant duties, one of our most rigid obligations. Let us never let 
a day pass without at least one prayer for the Pope. How greatly 
he needs our prayers! One frail old man, up there aloft, alone, 
with all the cares of the world and of the church upon his bent 
shoulders! We are recreant children indeed if we do not pray for 
him the more now that he is persecuted and a prisoner. Peter was 
once in prison, but he was released at the prayer of the church, and 
shall our prayers be less fervent and less efficacious now? 

And so, while we wish our Father and our Pastor every good and 
perfect wish for his happiness both here and in eternity, we shall 
do well to review our own conduct and see if we have done all we 
might and should have done to prove ourselves his loyal and true 
children. 











764 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 


BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 
XXXIV. THE RESURRECTION. 


“ For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall rise again incorruptible,”— 
1 Cor. xv. 52. 


SYNOPSIS.—At the omnipotent command of Christ, “ Arise!” all men shall 
rise either to eternal life or eternal punishment. 

I. Why shall we rise again? Death was the penalty of sin. 1. 
Christ atoned for sin and gained the victory over death. 2. As He suf- 
fered in the flesh, and was glorified in the flesh, so He has given grace to 
the Saints and Martyrs to suffer in the flesh, that they, too, might be 
glorified in the flesh. 

II. As the flesh that has been mortified after the example of Christ 
shall be glorified, so that which has rebelled against His law, and despised 
His example, shall not be glorified, but shall be condemned to eternal 
ignominy and suffering. Hence, “We shall all indeed rise again; but we 
shall not all be changed.” 

Contrast between the just and the reprobate. E-xhortation to follow 
the example of Our Lord and His Saints in order to merit “ the resurrec- 
tion of eternal life.” 


“ Arise!” said Christ to the paralytic. “ Arise,” will one day 
resound throughout the whole universe. This same word, which 
restored the sick to health, will call all the dead from the graves, 
before the Lord shall come again to judge the living and the dead! 
Rejoice, ye devout, for you will rise from death to everlasting life, 
to be recompensed, to glory, to heaven! Tremble, ye ungodly! You 
will rise from death to death everlasting, to punishment, to tor- 
ment, to hell! Faith teaches us this, and it is your duty to com- 
prehend this important truth rightly. I will do my part, and with 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit, explain to you to-day: 


I. Why we shall rise again. 
II. In what way we shall rise again. 


I. “As in Adam all die,” writes the Apostle Paul, “so also in 
Christ all shall be made alive” (I. Cor. xv. 22). Which means: 
As all died through sin, so will all, by the grace and omnipotence 
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of God, be raised to life again, because Christ, by His dying, has 
destroyed sin, and death, which it produced. Hence it is an un- 
doubted doctrine that our body, which, after our death will de- 
compose in the tomb, will rise again incorruptible, “so that,” as St. 
Paul again says, “every one shall receive according as he has done 
good or evil in the body.” Because as God will raise us to life 
so that every one shall receive in his own body the recom- 
pense merited, it follows that we shall rise again with soul and 
body. It is peculiar to the Divine justice to reward or to pun- 
ish that which has been used either for good or evil. Now as the 
soul, through the flesh, with the flesh, in the flesh has done either 
good or evil, the flesh was the companion and the instrument of 
all its actions; the flesh has either desired against the spirit, or 
through penance and mortification, been subjected to the spirit. 
Therefore it is right that, like the soul, so also should the body 
receive reward or punishment, partake of everlasting glory or 
eternal torment, and to this end be awakened and rise again. 
What sufferings did the bodies of the martyrs endure! “ Some 
were racked, not accepting deliverance, that they might find 
a better resurrection, and others had trial of mockeries and 
stripes, moreover also of bands and prisons: they were stoned: 
they were cut asunder: they were tempted: they were put to death 
by the sword: they were distressed, afflicted” (Heb. xi. 35-37). 
How much hunger and thirst, cold and heat, poverty and want, 
blows and stripes, must not the bodies of the holy confessors have 
endured? With what heroism did the bodies of the holy virgins 
struggle against the flesh and its desires, against the world and 
its pomps, against the devil and his temptations, so as not to sully 
the temple of the Holy Ghost, to preserve the purity of their souls _ 
and their innocence unspotted. Therefore it is just that the bodies 
also should participate in the heavenly reward, and consequently be 
reunited with their souls, i. ¢., rise again. ‘‘ The flesh,” says Tertul- 
lian, “ is the hinge of our salvation, by which the soul remains united 
with God. The flesh is anointed in order that the soul may receive 


its consecration. The flesh is overshadowed by the laying on of 


hands so that the soul may be enlightened by the Holy Ghost. The 
flesh is nourished with the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, so that 
the soul may, so to speak, become Divine. The flesh is washed in 
Baptism that the soul may be cleansed and sanctified.” Thus soul 
and body are intimately united from infancy to old age, operate 
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together at work, combat, and strife, therefore they can not be 
separated from one another in the recompensation. 

Certainly, to our perception, which beholds the body in the graye 
falling into dust and ashes, it is very hard to believe that this body 
will one day live again. “The sun sets and rises again, the day en- 
shrouds itself in the night and comes forth again. The trees, 
shrubs, and flowers die off in the autumn, and begin to bloom again 
in spring, as if they rose again. Days, months, years hasten away, 
and return again anew; we ourselves even arise daily from death, as 
often as we awake from sleep. For what is sleep? only an image 
of death; and what is the awakening? an image of the return to life 
or of the resurrection.” 

Now as God has placed so many prototypes of the resurrection 
before our eyes, we can the more easily believe that “all will be 
awakened at the sound of the trumpet, and rise again incorruptible.” 
Great God! what a spectacle that will be! The sound of the trumpet 
will penetrate into the graves, the earth will quake, and from the 
four ends of the earth will resound the cry, “ Arise, ye dead, and 
come to judgment! ” and in a moment there will stand there millions 
and millions of human beings, from out all the centuries, parts of 
the world, and nations, those who died upon a sick bed, or remained 
upon the battlefield, were drowned in the water, secretly murdered, 
or eaten by wild beasts! 

Yes, all will rise again, but with what a difference! 

II. “ We shall all, indeed, rise again,” says the Apostle Paul, “ but 
we shall not all be changed” (I. Cor. xv. 51). All shall indeed 
rise again, rich and poor, good and bad, but all will not come forth 
from the graves in the same manner. All shall indeed rise again, 
but all will not be clothed with a glorified body. For every one at 
the resurrection will receive the reward merited, good or bad, in 
the body which they bore during their life. Therefore even the 
wicked will rise again in a perfect human body without defect and 
infirmity of nature, incorruptible and immortal, but their bodies 
will be assailed by the sufferings of eternal chastisement. The 
bodies of the just on the other hand will, in the state of glory, 
appear like unto the glorified body of Jesus Christ. They will 
never more be subjected to the sufferings and inconveniences of this 
life, but they will be incapable of suffering. By virtue of their 
agility they will be set free from the weight which now presses 
down all bodies, so that the soul can transport them wherever they 
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wish, easily and quickly. By virtue of their subtility they will ever 
be subject to the soul, and always ready to execute its intentions. 
Thereby the blessedness enjoyed by the soul will spread a radiance 
over the whole body, so that the bodies of the Saints will shine like 
that of Christ upon Thabor. Some of the bodies of the elect will 
shine like the sun; others like the moon; others like the stars, and 
just as among the stars some are more brilliant than others, so also 
the glorified bodies will surpass one another in beauty. “ There is 
one glory of the sun,” says St. Paul, “another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars. For star differeth from star in 
glory: So also is the resurrection of the dead” (I. Cor. xv. 41). If 
we gaze at the firmament by daylight we see no stars shining, be- 
cause their shimmer is obscured by the sun, but with the night the 
stars come forth and the whole heavens appear then in stellar glory. 
And there are living, too, in these days, I doubt not, many devout 
souls in the world, many poor and God-fearing widows, many for- 
saken laborers and workers, though contented with the dispensa- 
tions of God, many married couples who distinguish themselves by 
their meekness, chastity, and mutual love, many youths and maidens, 
the glory of whose virtues is hidden, and is not seen by human 
eyes; we look upon them as other ordinary Christians, often not 
giving them a glance, especially when poverty is their portion. But 
when the day of this mortal life is ended, and “ that night cometh, 
when no man can work ” (John ix. 4), then they will come forward 
enveloped in a brightness never suspected! O how many beautiful 
stars will rise then in the Valley of Josaphat. How many unknown 
and despised will, on that day, shine in their glorified bodies like 
the sun, like the moon, like the stars of the firmament! O how 
beautiful then will shine the body of a Saint Alexis, which for 
seventeen years lay under the staircase unknown in his own father’s 
house! How radiantly then will the body of a St. Agnes shine, 
which love, and the inspiration to preserve its virginal innocence, 
urged to a martyr’s death. In what spendor will then appear the 
body of St. Isidore, a peasant, and others with him, who in 


the most extreme poverty and want exhibited a heroic patience and 


bore their cross daily with rejoicing for the glory of God. There- 
fore, ye widows and orphans, who so seldom find assistance, and 
who sigh under the pressure of injustice, ye forsaken poor, who 
find no compassion in mankind, continue to bear steadfastly with 
Christian patience and for the love of God the difficulties of your 
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poverty-stricken lives! For on the day of the general resurrection 
you will come forth from your graves with greater glory and shine 
more radiantly than those whom you have served, or for whom you 
worked. 

What a consoling truth, dear brethren! We shall rise again! 
What consolation in sickness and infirmities, in all afflictions and 
troubles, in the loss of our fortune, in the death of those belonging 
to us, is the thought: “ We shall rise again, we shall see one another 
again in a glorified body, we shall find everything again a thousand- 
fold. Therefore though our bodies should be pressed like the grape, 
or ground like corn in the mill, or fall to dust and ashes, although 
heat and cold, hunger and thirst, want and poverty, suffering and 
sickness, torture and death have to be endured, no matter what 
may happen—one day it will be whole again. “ For the king of the 
world will raise us up, who die for his laws, in the resurrection of 
eternal life” (II. Macc. vii. 9). 


THE RIGHTEOUSNESS REQUISITE FOR SALVATION. 


BY THE VERY REV. F. C. DOYLE, 0O.S.B., GREAT MALVERN, ENGLAND. 


“Unless your justice abound more than that of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
you shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”—St. Matt. v. 20. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. The justice of the Scribes and Pharisees. 2. What our 
justice or righteousness must be, in order to surpass theirs. 

I. The righteousness of these two classes of men was incomplete, em- 
bracing some but not all points of the law. Their motives for observing 
what they did practice were not pure. Hence the terrible invectives of 
Our Lord against them. 

II. From this knowledge we are now able to see in what way our 
righteousness must excel theirs. It must embrace all the command- 
ments, and not only some of them. Our motives in the observance of the 
law must be pure. 

Conclusion.—Seeing the inadequacy of a partial fulfilment of the law, 
and the uselessness of observing any of it through unworthy motives, the 
fruit to be gathered from these considerations 1s: 1. A determination to 
keep all the enactments of God’s law whether they are small or great. 
2. A resolve to have no other end in view than a desire to please God, 
without any wish to gain the applause of men. 


If I were to tell you that, in order to win for yourselves the king- 
dom of heaven, your justice, your righteousness, your observance 
of the divine law, must surpass that of the men and the women that 
have left the world to bury themselves in the solitude of the cloister, 
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your astonishment would not be greater than was that which Our 
Lord’s words excited in those who heard from His lips the startling 
announcement: “Unless your justice abound more than that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
For the Scribes were the official expounders of the law, men whose 
very Office required them to put in practice the precepts which 
it taught, while the Pharisees were a body of men who undertook to 
observe every jot and tittle of the law which the Scribes explained 
to the people; yet, their method of life, irreproachable as it seemed 
to be, was declared by Our Lord to be insufficient for winning eternal 
life. Now, as the aim of our existence is to win for ourselves that 
immortal crown, it will be advantageous for us to inquire of what 
nature our justice, righteousness, observance of the law, should be, 
in order that it may “ abound more” or surpass that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees. 

For this purpose it will be necessary to know in what the justice 
or sanctity of these two classes of men consisted, and then to ex- 
amine into the nature of that justice or sanctity which Our Lord 
expects from us. 

1. It is evident from the Gospel narrative that these two classes of 
men were held in the highest esteem, that they were regarded as 
Saints by the society in which they lived. The general public 
saluted them in the market-place and in the thoroughfares of the 
city, just as good Catholics in these days are accustomed to salute 
their Clergy. To them were given the chief seats at all feasts and 
public gatherings. When men addressed them, it was with the title 
“Rabbi” or master. Their lives elicited from men all these tokens 
of respect, for they accomplished with the most minute exactitude 
all the requirements of the Mosaic law. Therefore, naturally enough, 
the people regarded them as the Saints of the Jewish Church. How, 
then, came it to pass that Jesus took so different a view? It was 
because He looked beneath the surface. He knew that all that 
glitters is not really gold; that as the brightest gold is not always 
the purest, so the apparent excellence of these men’s lives did not 
correspond with their internal sentiments: it was but the outward 
seeming of what they pretended to be. It was more brilliant than 
solid: it had more surface than depth; in fact, it was but a mask 
covering a maimed, distorted, hideous figure. 

For they observed only some points of the law, but not all that it 
required from them. Whatever it commanded that chanced to be 
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in accordance with their natural instincts, they were careful to ca 
into effect, but whatever it ordained that ran counter to their 
prejudices and passions, they without scruple set aside. No one 
could be more exact than they were in the observance of its minor 
and indifferent enactments. They carefully obeyed all its injunc- 
tions in points of ceremonial, such as washing of cups and of 
platters, keeping the exact length and breadth of fringes, and the 
requisite width of phylacteries, meanwhile making but little account 
of the weightier, the more important, the essential precepts of the 
law. 

Moreover, their motives in the performance of all these legal cere- 
monial requirements were anything but pure. Their aim in these 
matters was not to win the approbation of God, but the passing ap- 
plause of their fellow men. It is true that they gave alms to the 
poor, but they took care that their benefactions should be known 
to the whole city. By the sound of trumpet they called together 
the indigent, but it was that men might be witnesses of their 
liberality. They fasted oftener than the law required, but they took 
care to fast in such a way that others were made aware of their 
austerity. They prayed much, but it was always in public, that 
they might be seen by others, and with their lips rather than with 
their hearts. Consequently their religious life was external rather 
than internal. They wore the clothes of religion, but failed to pene- 
trate themselves with its spirit. Their lives were such as a man 
might play, but they were not animated by a really devout and rev- 
erent mind. Therefore, Our Lord called them hypocrites; that is 
to say, actors, playing a part, living a life not really their own. For 
beneath an outwardly holy character, the soul within belied the 
trappings wherewith they invested it. They appeared to men to be 
humble, but they were full of pride. They seemed to be full of 
benevolence, but uncharitableness and envy sat enthroned in their 
hearts. They had the repute of being pure and chaste, but in many 
cases they were the slaves of lust. They were clothed in the fleece 
of innocent, harmless sheep, but in spirit they were ravening wolves. 
Such was the sanctity, or justice, or righteousness, of the Scribes 
and the Pharisees. It was for the most part outside show. Hence 
they were so bitterly hostile to Our Lord, who so strongly insisted 
upon quite an opposite method of action. They questioned the truth 
of His doctrine. They murmured against it. They attributed His 
miracles to the agency of the devil. They condemned His treat- 
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ment of sinners. They went so far as to proclaim Him an enemy of 
God, because He wrought His wondrous miracles on the Sabbath 
day. 

This persistent opposition to the truth caused Our Lord to de- 
nounce them. It made Him Who is the truth declare open war 
against them. Consequently He told His Apostles to beware of 
them, to guard themselves against the corrupting influence of their 
doctrine, which He called hypocrisy. He pronounced against them 
a series of woes, because shutting the kingdom of heaven against 
men, they would not themselves enter it nor suffer others to do so. 
He reprobated even their very prayer, because it was made to the 
detriment and temporal loss of those in whose houses they offered up 
this seeming worship of God. He condemned their apparent zeal, 
because though crossing the sea and traveling through the land to 
make proselytes, they ended by making them the children of hell 
more than they themselves were. He condemned them for attempt- 
ing to guide others in the way of justice, because, being themselves 
blind and foolish, they would lead them to destruction. He con- 
demned them because they were careful about indifferent matters, 
such as the ceremonial observances of washing cups and platters, 
while they neglected the important, the essential, precepts of the 
law: straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel; making clean the 
outside of the dish, while they were themselves stained with the 
filth of most heinous sins. They were, as Christ said, nothing but 
whited sepulchers, fair without, most foul within, full of hypocrisy 
and iniquity, serpents, a generation of vipers. 

When we find these terrible invectives, we ask ourselves: Is this 
the gentle, compassionate, loving Saviour? Is this the benovolent, 
attractive Master around whose knees even little children were not 
afraid to gather? Is this the friend of sinners, the man who received 
the Magdalene, who did not condemn the adulterous woman? What 
has fired him with this righteous indignation? It was the miserably 
inadequate form of religion professed and taught by the Scribes 
and Pharisees, a religion which deceived and led men to destruc- 
tion. Therefore it is evident that their measure of justice, of holi- 
ness, of the observance of God’s law, is utterly inadequate to procure 
for men entrance into the kingdom of God. 

2. Of what kind, then, must our justice be that, excelling the jus- 
tice of the Scribes and Pharisees, it may be for us the key that 
will unlock the gates of the heavenly kingdom? In the first place, 
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it must be a complete, not a partial justice; in the next place, it 
must be built upon pure motives. Let us see how it will fare with 
our justice if measured by this standard. I say that our justice 
must be complete and not partial. To illustrate what I mean, let 
me suppose that any given individual is looked upon as an excellent 
Catholic, by those who see only his outward behavior. Judged 
from their points of view, he certainly deserves the repute which 
that behavior has merited for him. He is present at daily Mass; 
he gives abundant alms; he devotes some time every day to devout 
reading ; he is often a recipient of the Holy Sacrament—in one word, 
he is what the world calls a practical Catholic. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, he is at enmity with his neighbor. With respect to that neigh- 
bor his heart is full of rancor; he has not a good word for him; he 
will neither salute nor speak to him. This want of charity is the 
link that is absent from the chain, the point where the circle is 
incomplete. His sanctity is worthless, because it fails in an essential 
point, for I assume that his uncharitableness is of a serious nature. 
So also would it be were he overflowing with charity but led an 
unchaste life; were he spotlessly pure, but dishonest in his business 
transactions. 

I may further illustrate what I mean by a “ complete justice” if 
I say that any serious failure in the accomplishment of the duties of 
one’s state of life will render nugatory all the other observances of 
the divine law. Thus, the heads of families, though apparently 
keeping all the Commandments, may fall under the grave displeasure 
and condemnation of God if they do not keep careful watch over 
their children; if they neglect to correct their sins; if they send 
them to schools in which both their faith and their morals are ex- 
posed to ruin. 

The rich, though commendable in every other respect, may be 
condemned for their hardness of heart and injustice to the poor. 
The poor may be banished from the door of their Father’s house 
for rebelling against their hard lot and blaspheming the far-seeing 
Providence that has judged such a condition best for their eternal 
interests. Thus may men, apparently blameless and holy, become like 
the Scribes and the Pharisees and fall under the condemnation of 
Christ, because of the incompleteness of their justice. Therefore, to 
surpass the justice of the Scribes and the Pharisees, our justice or 
observance of God’s law must be complete. 

Furthermore, I have said that to be complete our justice must 
be built upon good motives; that is to say, the end proposed by us 
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in our observance of God’s law, must be to please Him, and not to 
win the approbation of our fellow men. You will see how essential 
this is if you reflect a little. Take, for instance, the case of a man 
or of a woman who is so foolish as to lead an ostensibly holy life 
in order that neighbors may regard either him or her as a Saint. 
With respect to the sanctity or justice of both, that motive is like 
a worm in the heart of fruit or of flowers. It eats out their very 
life. It kills them. It renders actions, however good in themselves, 
displeasing to God and worthy of naught. but punishment. 

Or again, consider the justice of a man who lavishly pours out 
his wealth upon the poor, who endows schools and hospitals, who 
leads the way in every work of public philanthropy. These are un- 
doubtedly good works, meritorious works, works for which there is a 
great reward promised by God. If, however, the doer of them seeks 
only the applause of men, or influence among them, or power, or 
place, they are worthless in the sight of God. For them there will 
be no reward. 

Hence our good works, our observance of God’s law; in other 
words, our justice, which shall surpass that of the Scribes and the 
Pharisees, must not only be complete, but be built upon motives 
pleasing to God. Dowered with these two qualities it will become, 
as I have said, a golden key that will unlock for us the gates of the 
heavenly kingdom. 

Conclusion.—From what I have said it is evident that the justice 
of the Scribes and the Pharisees was an incomplete measure of re- 
ligion. They chose for observance only certain points of the law, 
and these the least essential, omitting from their code of morality 
whatever ran counter to their own inclinations. 

Moreover, it was vitiated by wrong motives. They worked for 
the applause of men rather than for the commendation of God, con- 
sequently they bitterly opposed the doctrine of Christ, which insisted 
on a complete observance of the law, and on purity of motive in that 
observance. As their teaching was most detrimental to holiness of 


_ living, and at the same time most flattering to the unregenerate 


nature of man, Our Lord had of necessity to oppose and condemn 
it. Therefore our justice must not be such as theirs was. We must 
observe the whole law of God, and not a few of its precepts. We 
must observe it, not to win the applause of man, but the commenda- 
tion of God. Then our justice, being both complete and built upon 
pure motives, will surpass that of the Scribes and the Pharisees. It 
will secure for us an entrance into the kingdom of God. 
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 
BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 


XXXV. Tue Last JUDGMENT. 


“T will gather together all nations, and will bring them down into the 
valley of Josaphat: and there hold judgment with them.”—Joel iii. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction—How a certain King was once frightened by a 
painting of the Last Judgment. No painting, no description in human 
language can adequately portray its horrors. 

What the Last Judgment is. The Last Judgment is general— 
passed before all mankind, and will be immediately followed by final 
sentence upon soul and body reunited. 

II. Why this Last Judgment? 1. To judge the body as well as the 
soul. 2. To make the final awards. 3. To justify God before all men. 4. 
To vindicate His Incarnate Son. 

III, The terrors of the Last Judgment. 1. The revelation of the 
secrets of hearts. 2. The manifestation of all the attributes of God. 3. The 
labors and sufferings of Our Lord, for the redemption of all mankind. 

IV. The place of the Judgment; the appearance of the Judge; and 
the pronouncing of the sentence. 

Exhortation: Repent, amend, fear sin, and beseech Our Lord to be 
merciful when He comes to Judgment. 


Bogaris, King of Bulgaria, liked all terrific and awe-inspiring 
sensations. He enjoyed to be in dismal places, and he took a par- 
ticular pleasure in hunting the most savage animals. The wall 
papers, pictures, and sculpturing of his palace represented most 
frightful objects. Now when he heard that a monk in his vicinity 
named Jerome was an excellent painter, he paid him a visit and 
begged him to paint a picture to suit his taste, that is to say, 
the most frightful that he could imagine. Father Jerome 
granted his request and painted for him the last judgment. The 
Divine Judge appeared seated upon a cloud surrounded by His 
angels, in a majestic and wrathful form, which produced an exalted 
and warning impression. On the right were to be seen the just, 
radiant with glory, but on the left sinners, pale, depressed, anxious, 
and fearful, in expectation of the last sentence of the Judge. Below 
the devils were depicted in hideous and frightful forms. They 
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appeared raging and threatening, and were supplied with in- 
struments of torture of all kinds. Below these again there ap- 
peared an abyss, from out of which burst forth a volume of horrible 
fames. The pagan king at the first glance was delighted with this 
picture, and declared that he had never seen anything so beautiful 
and awful. However, as he did not know what the picture repre- 
sented, he took the monk home with him, so that he might explain 
it. Father Jerome explained it all with such expression and 
earnestness that the prince was more frightened at the explana- 
tion than at the picture, became a Christian, and led a life so pene- 
trated with the thought of God’s judgment that whenever he was 
about to undertake anything, or when affairs were discussed in 
council it was his custom to say: “ Let us remember that that which 
we are now going to do, will be scrutinized at the Divine judgment.” 

Would that I had this picture at hand to show you, that it might 
arouse in you a salutary fear that would influence your whole mode 
of living! Yet you have only to open the eyes of your faith and 
you will see that which I am unable to represent to your bodily eyes. 
The last judgment is indeed an awful picture. I will prove this to 
you now by explaining: 


I, What the last judgment is. 
II. Why there is a last judgment, and 
III. How terrifying the last judgment will be. 


I. In the first place to speak of the last judgment, theo- 
logians say that this judgment is none other than the final valid 
decision to recompense a man according to his deserts ; this decision, 
however, must emanate from a person who, with the right, has 
also the authority, the necessary knowledge, and the will to execute 
the sentence. 

This doctrine in regard to the general or last judgment con- 
sequently is to be understood in no other way than as the final valid 
decision of the knowledge and will of God to recompense all men 
according to their deserts, so that those who have done good will 
receive reward, but those who have done evil will receive punish- 
ment. It is called: 1. The general judgment, because this decision 
will be passed upon all mankind, good and bad, Christians and 
heathens, believers and unbelievers, living and dead, by a Judge 
whose authority no one can withstand, so that every one will re- 
ceive his reward or punishment before the eyes of the whole 
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world. It is called: 2. The last judgment, because upon this de- 
clared decision no other will follow, there will be no other to hope 
or fear for, but the decree pronounced will remain unalterable for 
all eternity. 

The sentence will be executed immediately, and it is beyond man’s 
power to postpone or to alter it. 

II. Now perhaps some will think: Why will God hold this 
general judgment, as every one will have already received his sen- 
tence at the particular judgment? which, as we have heard, is ir- 
revocable, and will remain the same at the general judgment. 

1. God will and must hold a general judgment that man should 
be judged. The whole man, with body and soul, has done 
good or evil; therefore, he should receive his reward or punishment 
in body and soul. Now in the particular judgment only the soul 
was judged, and while it was perhaps suffering in the flames, the 
body suffered nothing and was committed to the earth with great 
ceremony. Now as both did either good or evil, so should they both 
be judged, and this will take place after the resurrection of the 
body at the general judgment. 

2. God will and must also hold a general judgment, so that all 
may be rewarded properly. Upon this earth ungodly men are often 
honored, the worst villains are frequently considered righteous men; 
and, on the contrary, the just and the truly devout are censured, de- 
rided, and persecuted; virtue is hated, vice crowned with roses: 
Christ Himself esteemed by the few, Belial and the devil worshiped 
by the many. But finally justice must be done. God can not permit 
this culpable disorder to exist forever. And therefore He has 
ordained a general judgment, in which the sheep will be separated 
from the goats, the mask torn from the vicious who are wolves in 
sheep’s clothing; revealing sinners in their cunning and dissimula- 
tion, but also showing the innocent and the virtuous triumphant. 
“© how many so-called virgins,” says St. Jerome, “ will then be 
covered with shame, and see themselves placed in the ranks of pros- 
titutes!”” On the other hand, many who were calumniated we shall 
behold arrayed in the spotless clothing of the lamb. Then all will be 
revealed that has taken place in the darkness of the night, in obscure 
corners, deeds of which no one was a witness! 

3. God must hold a general judgment for the sake of all men, so 
as to be able to judge all their works. For at death men leave 
children, disciples, or friends, who imitate their example and obey 
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their directions. As one is responsible for the consequences of vol- 
yntary scandal until the end of the world, so he can indisputably still 
occasion sin a long time after death, and therefore continue to de- 
serve fresh punishment. This may happen by wrong and unjust 
bequests ; by strife over unpaid debts; through books and writings, 
which often long after the death of the author bring the poison 
of temptation to thousands of souls; through pictures and paintings 
which cause scandal afterward. These kind of works carry 
on their operations often for centuries, when their first cause 
is long decayed in the tomb. For this reason only at the last 
judgment, when the operations of their scandal are at an end, and 
the measure of their offense is full, will the degree of their 
punishment become fixed. The same applies to good actions. 
They, too, are often the seed sown in the furrows of time which 
grow continually and bear fruit, which can only be gathered in and 
rewarded at the end of the day. 

4.God must hold a general judgment for the sake of the Incarnate 
Son. Misunderstood by the Jews, crucified by the heathens, sland- 
ered by heretics, insulted by the impious, dishonored by Christians, 
He must receive a solemn, glorious satisfaction. His power, glory, 
and greatness, His Divine attributes must one day be declared before 
the whole world. All the creatures of heaven, of the earth, and 
under the earth, who will there be assembled together, must fall 
down upon their knees and adore Him as the Messias, as their 
true God and Lord! He will be transfigured there before the whole 
world—the valley of Josaphat will be His Thabor, the last judg- 
ment will be His feast of the Transfiguration! It will be the last 
work of the Lord, and therefore also the most perfect, and at the 
same time the most awful. 

III. As the artist employs all his creative power when about to 
produce his masterpiece, so also will God the Lord, when He puts 
the last touch to His work, and thereby concludes the whole of 
creation, make use of His Infinite creative power. He will call to 
His aid His wisdom and knowledge, by which He Himself beholds 
the secrets of hearts. By this He will be possessed of the knowledge 
of all the disputes that have ever taken place, of all the complaints 
and accusations, of all murmurings and objections, of all the doc- 
trines and errors of all the laws and rights of the whole world. He 
will then publicly explain how wise and prudent all His arrange- 
ments were, how justly calculated for our welfare were those of 
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which we silently disapproved. He will call to His aid His kindness 
and mercy toward the devout, His strict justice toward the sinner, 
His invincible power and strength to reward the good for evermore 
and to punish the wicked everlastingly. He will call to His assist. . 
ance all the powers of heaven, all the angels and archangels, to 
separate the ungodly from the devout, to exalt the latter into heaven 
and to cast the former into the abyss of hell. Even the instruments 
of His Passion, the cross, on which He died, the lance with which 
His side was opened, the nails which pierced Him, the reeds, 
scourges, chains, cords, and thorns which entwined His head will 
serve as objects, the sight of which will torture the ungodly, but 
reassure the just. His five sacred wounds will be just so many 
bloody witnesses that during the three and thirty years of His life 
He never ceased to work for the salvation of each particular person, 
Through these He will dash all sinners on the ground, and as St. 
Augustine writes, will say also: “ Behold the Man whom ye cruci- 
fied ; behold the wounds which you inflicted and by your vices made 
bloody again. Behold the side that you pierced; it was openéd 
for your sake and you did not wish to enter therein. Behold, you 
ingrates, how devotedly I have loved you, and how you have hated 
and persecuted me!” Briefly, He will call to His aid His entire 
Divinity and Humanity, His Infinite power and omnipotence to 
accomplish His work most gloriously! 

This judgment, we are told, will be in the valley of Josaphat, 
whence there is a view of Mount Calvary, upon which Christ 
died on the cross for the salvation of the whole world. A 
rainbow, that former sign of peace and of grace, we may 
presume, will appear over the place of judgment. Upon this 
wonderful throne will be seated the omnipotent God in human 
form; His countenance will shine like the sun; His raiment, 
as upon Mount Thabor, will be as white as snow; His feet will re- 
semble glowing brass; His sacred wounds will gleam like shim- 
mering stars, and with a glance that will animate the devout and 
strike the ungodly like lightning, He will survey the millions of 
angels, devils, and men, who await the sentence from His lips. And 
this sentence? We will speak about it next time. For to-day I 
say only this: Sinners, amend while there is yet time, before you 
will be judged! Innocent and just, fear to sin because you will be 
judged! But I prostrate myself at the feet of Jesus, the coming 
Judge, and cry with a contrite heart, “When Thou comest to 
judgment, O Jesus, condemn me not!” 








SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 779 


THE GREAT SACRIFICE. 
BY THE REV. F. G. LENTZ, MACOMB, ILL. 


“He called his disciples together, and said to them: I have compassion on 
the crowd: for, behold, they have now been with me three days and have 
nothing to eat. And if I send them away fasting to their own homes, they will 
faint by the way: for some of them came from afar.”—Matt. viii. 3, 4. 


SYNOPSIS.—Practicability of God’s ways in Christianity. Visionariness of 
some people’s principles. Pagans thought to come into personal contact 
with the deity in their idols. In the Old Law manifested in the Theogo- 
nies. How ts the finite to communicate with the infinite? God alone can 
communicate Himself. 1. Unites with our nature in the Incarnation. 
2. Unites with the individual in Holy Communion. This was pre- 
figured by the manna. Taught by the multiplication of loaves, Christ 
said: He would feed us on the bread of life.” St. Paul says: “We are 
one bread.” This makes for the unity of the Church. All are united 
through “this bread,” a species of Incarnation; we are “bone of His 
bone and blood of His blood.” 


The more we study and learn about God’s works, the more we 
realize the eminent practicability of all His dealings with man. 
There are some people who profess a belief in an absurdity. They 
imagine, or at least they try to make people think, there may be a 
visionary union only with God, and that this unreal, inconsequential 
product of their dreams is sufficient to take the place of a sub- 
stantial unity with the Infinite. “ Ye shall be as Gods ” (Gen. iii. 5) 
was not all a lie. Had there not been some truth, mixed up with the 
false, the evil one would never have succeeded as well as he did in 
conjuring the minds of our first parents. Moreover, this idea of a 
union between the finite and infinite has never been absent from the 
human mind. It was not alone that man must have some outward 
expression of his religious faith, which prompted the heathens to 
make idols and serve them. They wished to find some practical 
means of communicating with the deity. It is not the purpose, but 
the means, which lies at the root of their mistake. This idea is uni- 
versal in the human race, for all peoples, nations and tribes have at 
all times testified to their belief and desire to unite themselves to 
God. It has remained only to our day and times for anybody to 
exploit the vacuous idea that man could come to any real union 
through some shadowy impulse, wherein there was the action of 
soul and body, as if man were spirit only, capable of divorcing a part 
of himself while performing the highest act of a creature. Even 
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were this true, it would not be the worship of a human being, since 
man is composed of body as well as soul. 

It is not, after all, a question of what man wants, but what God 
requires. Man left to himself is perfectly helpless. The finite can 
not reach the infinite unless the infinite lets down a helping hand to 
raise up man. And man is conscious of this dependence; hence his 
prayers and appeals for succor. In the vision which the patriarch 
Jacob saw, wherein a ladder was let down from heaven, God shows 
us how impossible it is to reach the supernatural state unless He pro- 
vides the means for our ascent. Even those who, in later days, 
have denied the means instituted by God, have never been able to 
eradicate the idea of the need of God’s help. Planted in our nature 
by its author, all false teachings from the beginning until the present 
day have never been able to destroy that longing of our being. 

But how is this union to be accomplished? Evidently it can not 
be wrought by man who is powerless to essay the mighty task which 
wrecked the first man’s ambition. Only a Divine Being is capable 
of producing so sublime a result, for man, by his very nature, is 
limited. Yet, since God created him as he is, only the eternal will 
satisfy the craving of that nature. God then is Himself the author 
of those aspirations, and truly wonderful is the way in which He 
deigns to satisfy them. As our nature can not reach the Divine, the 
Divine will come to us. The union is real, since Jesus the Son of 
God came down from heaven and clothed Himself with our ht- 
manity. Henceforth, for all eternity our nature has a right to 
heaven, and the eternal Father will look with complacency on this © 
“ Beloved Son in whom He is well pleased (Luke iii. 22). Now, 
for the first time, a created finite nature can address that infinite 
Creator as “ Our Father.” Our nature has been elevated, exalted 
to the heavens, and since our nature is so endowed, there is a chance 
for us as individuals also to soar aloft and commune with the Deity. 
Not as did the Patriarch and Israelites of old, who worshiped the 
Theogonies in fear and trembling, not as strangers, but as loving 
sons, who not only “ have an advocate with the Father,” but as chil- 
dren of God and brothers of Jesus Christ. 

How is this to be brought about? To-day, dear brethren, that 
same Christ gives us a foretaste of that miraculous bread by which 
all men may become “one bread” (I. Cor. x. 17), and be so in- 
timately united to Himself, that henceforth they can claim to be sons 
of God and cry, “Abba, Father” (Rom. viii 15). As God of old 
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preathed the breath of life into man, and thereby made his soul im- 
mortal, so now he would feed man upon that “ bread of life” and 
impart to him that supernatural life, without which man was to be 
yery unhappy. As the famishing multitude in the desert had had 
their natural life nourished by the manna which fell from heaven, | 
now God would add a new life by the sacred bread on which He iH 
promised to feed mankind. 

No miracle during the life of Christ seems to have produced such 
an extraordinary effect upon the Jews as this multiplication of 
loaves. And no wonder. For centuries, in their materialistic way, 
they had looked forward to the duplication of the miracles of their : 
redemption from Egypt. It was one of their traditions that, as nt 
Moses had fed them upon the manna, the Messiah would feed 
them upon bread from heaven. And now, as they are famishing 
in the desert, they are miraculously fed upon a few loaves. Had 
they not been so gross and hard-hearted, this extraordinary event 
would have made them accept the future promises of our Divine 
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Saviour in regard to that “ living bread,’ which came down from + 
heaven. “I am the bread of life. . . . If any eat of it, he may i 
notdie. . . . Your fathers did eat manna in the desert ; and are ? 
dead. . . . I am the living bread, which came down from heaven. q 


If any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world” (St. John 
v.51). Thus did our Lord announce to them the wonders He was to 
do for them as if He had said: you are surprised at my feeding so 
many people on a few loaves. That is nothing. I shall do still 
greater wonders for you, since I shall feed my followers on that 4 
celestial bread which shall unite them with me, so that they “ shall 
live by me.” For I and my-Father shall take up our abode within 
them, and their bodies shall become the living temples of the Holy i 
Ghost. Just as I have sanctified human nature by the hypostatic " 
union of the human and divine, so shall they be intimately united to i 
me and “ abide in me and I in them.” ‘Thus shall there be a species ie 
of Incarnation by which they shall be united to God. You were all in Fi 
the loins of Adam, and are bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh; iF 
but I am the New Adam, the “ firstborn among men,” and you, shall 4 
be united to me by the closest ties, so that my Heavenly Father will 
see My blood coursing through the spiritual veins of your soul, and 
recognize you as my blood, brethren, since you are bone of my bone 
and flesh of my flesh. It is thus by word and work Jesus teaches us 
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how we may communicate and be united to Him, for He fulfilled His 
promises to the very letter of before He underwent His passion, 

No sacrifice of the Old Law was more extraordinary or far-reach- 
ing than the celebration of the Passover. It was by eating of the 
Paschal Lamb that the Israelites had been delivered from the bond- 
age of Egypt. It was the one sacrificial feast in which all the people 
participated. It was the most perfect type of that sacrifice which 
Christ was to establish, in which was to be offered the “ Lamb which 
was slain from the foundation of the world.” No wonder He said: 
“ With desire I have desired to eat this pasch with you” (St. Luke 
xxii. 15). For now was He to fulfil the promise He had made to 
“feed them on the bread of life.” 

For 1,500 years there was no question among Christians as to the 
meaning of Christ’s word at the Last Supper, when He said: 
“ Take ye and eat; this is my body. . . . This is the chalice, the 
new testament in my blood, which shall be shed for you” (St. Luke 
xxii. 19, 20). The apostles believed and taught the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation, viz., that Christ on that occasion carried out His 
promise to feed His disciples on His own flesh and blood. St. Paul 
says: “ For I received of the Lord Jesus that which I also deliver 
unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was be- 
trayed, took bread and giving thanks, broke and said: Take ye and 
eat ; this is my body which shall be delivered for you. This do for 
the commemoration of ME. In like manner also the chalice” (I. 
Cor. xi. 23, 24). And further along he shows His belief in this 
doctrine, for He says: “ Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink 
of the chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and 
of the blood of the Lord” (I. Cor. xi. 27). Why? Because He that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to 
himself.” Why? Because “Not discerning the body and the 
blood of the Lord” (I. Cor. xi. 29). It is not easy to conceive, 
after this, how any one can deny that our Lord fed His apostles on 
His own flesh and blood, as He had promised, unless he stand ready 
to deny that they were inspired and did not understand what they 
were talking about, in which case he rejects the very authority of 
Christ, who sent them to teach. But few are bold enough to deny 
that the apostles did not know what Jesus taught. What they 
usually object to is that the power to offer this sacrifice was trans- 
mitted to the apostles and, through them, to the Christian priest- 
hood. But were there the least doubt about the meaning of Our 
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Lord’s words when He said: “ This is my body,” there can be none 
about what follows when He said: ‘Do this for a commemoration 
of me” (St. Luke xxii. 19). For, while these words are plain 
enough to the believer, they may be a riddle to one who has never 
read them in the light of Christian revelation, or seen them only in 
their English dress. But there can be no doubt about the original 
meaning. No Hebrew or Greek would have any hesitancy about 
what Our Lord meant when He used the expression translated by 
“Do this for a commemoration of me.” They were accustomed 
to sacrifices, and never dreamed of thinking they were adequately 
worshiping a Deity unless they offered a sacrifice. Moreover, they 
were accustomed, by certain words, to express the idea of sacrifice 
being offered by a legally constituted authority. Now Our Lord in 
commissioning His apostles used the identical word, in common 
use, to express this idea. So that an awkward translation of this 
commission would read, “ Do you make, or offer, this same sacrifice 
for Me!” 

That this was so understood by the early Christians is quite evi- 
dent from Holy Writ, for “they were persevering in the doctrine of 
the apostles and in the communication of the breaking of the bread, 
and in prayers ” (Acts ii. 42). The communion between preaching 
and prayer is clear enough to any one acquainted with Christian 
tradition. Besides it is said (Acts xiii. 2), “ They were ministering 
to the Lord.” This word ministering, in the original text, means 
to minister as a priest especially in the Eucharistic Sacrifice, and is 
easily understood in that sense, whereas, to suppose they were 
merely preaching to God explains nothing. A priest, altar and 
sacrifice are correlative terms, and the use of one can not be under- 
stood without the other. Moreover, this doctrine is still more 
clearly demonstrated by reference to St. Paul (I. Cor. x. 16, etc.), 
when he contrasts both the Hebrew and the pagan sacrifices with 
that of the Christian, and asks the question, “ The chalice which we 
bless is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? And the 


_ bread which we break is it not partaking of the body of the Lord?” 


And in verse 21 he goes on to say that “ you cannot drink of the 
chalice of the Lord and the chalice of the devils: you cannot be par- 
takers of the table of the Lord and of the table of the devils,” all of 
which was plain enough to Jews and pagans accustomed, as they 
were, to have sacrificial offerings, but unintelligible, if we suppose 
there was no true offering of a sacrifice among Christians. Besides 
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lest any should doubt of this text, St. Paul in that tenth chapter 
says: “ Because the bread is one, all we, being many, are one body, 
who partake of that one bread.” Clearly such language is unin- 
telligible in any but the Catholic sense, since no common head could 
make us all one body. This is possible only on the supposition that, 
by that communion, we are fed on the “ bread of life,” and by this 
union in Christ’s body we become one. It is evident, then, that 
St. Paul taught that the apostles did with bread and wine what Our 
Lord commanded them to do, and that he believed it was the very 
body and blood of Christ by which they were assimilated to that 
mystical body of Christ. He brings up this idea again when speak- 
ing to the Hebrews, for he says: We have an altar whereof they 
have no power to eat who serve the tabernacle” (Heb. xiii. 13), 
He certainly is not speaking of Calvary, since he says, “ we have,” 
not “had,” as He would have been obliged to do, if He had had 
reference to that bloody sacrifice on Golgotha. 

This reasoning is still further confirmed by the testimony of 
pagan contemporaries who believed Christians offered sacrifices, 
but, not understanding in what that sacrifice consisted, travestied 
it by representing Christians killing and eating a child, an idea 
also fostered by the Jews out of spite to the followers of Christ. 
Thus the very enemies of the first Christians are a witness to faith 
against those who deny the sacrifice of the New Law, and confirm 
the testimony of men like St. Ignatius, the disciple of St. John, who 
speaks of “ the flesh of Christ who suffered for our sins as the bread 
of God within the altar, as the hope of salvation and union between 
the members of the community.” Clement of Rome, follower of 
St. Peter and his successor, writing to the Corinthians, “ exhorts 
the bishops and deacons to perform the oblations of the liturgical 
service according to the prescribed order in offering gifts and obla- 
tions ; and he contrasts the Christian sacrifices with those of the Old 
Law.” St. Justin speaks of “the offering of bread and wine in the 
sacrifice, which would be meaningless unless in reality or mystically 
there is a true sacrifice of a life.” St. Irenaeus also contrasts the 
Jewish sacrifices with the Christian, and mentions the parts of the 
Mass, as we have it, viz., “the oblation of the offering, the trans- 
mutation of the bread and wine and the communion.” St. Augustine 
speaks of “the daily sacrifice of the Church, willed by Christ, 
wherein He is both the priest and victim.” 

And thus every age continues to bear testimony to the apostolic 
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Church’s teaching in regard to this great sacrifice, which alone fulfils 
the words of Malachias the prophet that “ From the rising of the sun 
to the going down thereof ” (that is forever), “my name is great 
among the Gentiles, and in every place there is a sacrifice, and there is 
offered in my name a clean oblation ” (Mal. i. 2). God’s words can 
not be made void. But nowhere else, outside the Catholic Church, 
is there even a pretense to the fulfilment of this prophecy; for in 
her alone, day in and day out, year in and year out, century after 
century, has this sacrifice been incessantly offered; and within her 
alone are the children of the Lord participating in that sacrifice by 
which they are united to Christ. It is because of this corporal union 
so many of them are able to rise to such height of sanctity. It is 
what supports the laborious lives of her priests and sisters, and en- 
ables them to give up all for their neighbors’ sake. It is not their 
own, but the divine life within them which nourishes and strengthens 
them, as it did the martyrs, that they lay down their lives, if need be, 
for the flock. It sanctifies and beautifies the lives and countenances 
of thousands of her children, and enables them to lay down their 
lives in that calm and peaceful manner so astonishing to those out- 
side the fold. It is the thread that runs through the woof and warp 
of Christianity so that it has been able to withstand all the assaults 
of hell, to the surprise and consternation of its enemies. Christ 
corporally dwells within His Church. From Him all her life, 
strength and vigor is derived. 
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SERMON FOR THE CHILDREN’S FIRST COMMUNION. 


“ Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”—Apoc. 3, 11, 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction.—Happiness of First Communion Day. 1. Feel- 
ing of sadness that sin should ever destroy the innocence of these 
young souls. 2. Admonitions (a) against evil companions; (b) To be 
faithful in prayer and the reception of the Sacraments. 3. Admonition 

to parents. 4. Lesson for those who have lost the innocence of their First 

Communion Day. Conclusion. Blessing. 


Dear Children! The happy moment draws near in which your 
Saviour will take up His abode with you. How happy you are upon 
this day which the Lord has made for you, how happy to-day are 
your parents with you, how happy, too, is this entire community, how 
happy, finally, am I, your pastor, for at this moment I behold the 
realization of one of my most cherished hopes. And yet, my dear 
children, a feeling of sadness and fear comes over me when I think 
of your future. Will you remain children of God, as you are to- 
day, kneeling before me in this consecrated place, taking part in the 
Sacred banquet, served by angels? Will you keep this agree- 
ment you have to-day renewed and entered into with your 
Lord and Creator? which the Divine Saviour will presently seal 
with you in Holy Communion with His most precious Blood? I 
know not, and for this very reason my heart is filled with sadness, 
I have often seen a morning that began with glorious sunshine, 
change to gloomy mist and rain. So also for many persons at their 
first Holy Communion the sun of Divine grace rises in the most 
glorious splendor, giving bright promises for the future, but there 
arises the poisonous mist of sin to overshadow grace. How many 
youths, how many maidens are now rude and wild, impudent and 
frivolous, not to say worse, who once knelt there just as devoutly 
as you do on the day of their first Holy Communion, who just as 
gladly and enthusiastically renounced sin and its lusts, the 
world and its pomps, the devil and all his delusions, who vowed to 
remain faithful to their Saviour until death! Might not the same 
happen to you? How the mere thought of it frightens me! How 
awful it would be, my dear children,, if you should become un- 
faithful to your good Saviour, if you should wish to turn to sin 
again, if you should misuse this very body and soul which the 
Saviour has through Holy Communion made His property, a 
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temple of the Holy Ghost, a precious vessel of the grace of God, 
if you should misuse this body and this soul consecrated by the 
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, for sin, perhaps for the filthiest 
of all sins, if you were to drive your Saviour out of your heart, 
to make way therein for your worst enemy, the devil! How dread- 
ful would it be, if, in spite of the pledge of eternal blessedness 
that your Saviour offers you to-day in Holy Communion, you were 
to be lost eternally! I acknowledge candidly that, dear as you have 
all become to me, much as I love you all, I would rather see you 
dead at my feet this moment than that you should fall into sin and 
perdition. No; the thought is too dreadful for me to dwell upon 
it any longer to-day. As far as lies in my power I shall use every 
effort to keep so dreadful a misfortune away from you. This is 
the reason why I address words of warning to you even now. 

“Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” 
These words of the Holy Spirit, taken from the book of secret 
revelations, I should wish to impress most earnestly upon you to- 
day, dear, happy children. The crown that the Saviour places upon 
you to-day is an extremely precious one, more precious than all the 
treasures of the earth, costlier than gold and precious stones. It 
is the crown of sanctifying grace, the fulness of which you will re- 
ceive to-day with your Saviour in your innocent heart. It is the 
crown of grace which makes you a child of God and an heir of 
the kingdom of heaven. It is the crown of the loveliest virtues: 
of humility and faith, of hope and charity, of innocence and purity 
of heart. It is that crown which you ought to exchange at your 
death for the crown of eternal blessedness. 

But what must you do, what must you avoid in order to 
hold fast this crown? It is surely necessary to assure you once 
more that you must avoid all and every sin, above all, mortal sin, 
and then also, according to your strength, every wilful venial 
sin. In the preparatory instructions you heard repeatedly that 
every mortal sin kills in you the supernatural life of grace, 


that venial sin hinders the operations of grace, and slowly 


but surely prepares the death of the soul, because it leads 
to grievous sin. For this reason I need not impress upon you 
again, that you are bound to flee every occasion of sin, i. e., to 
avoid all companions, society and games which have been until 
now a source of sin to you. I shall now draw your attention to that 
which will bring danger to your soul in the future. It is first of 
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all against associating with godless, worthless persons that I de. 
sire to warn you. My dear children, you are still young and know 
little about life, you have not the faintest idea of the wickedness 
of the world. It will seem almost incredible to you if I say to you 
with St. Paul, “Be sober and watch, for your adversary the devil 
roams about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour,” 
You are yet under the care of your good parents, your teachers, 
and spiritual guardians: this guidance, resembling that of a visible 
guardian angel, protects you from everything that could be hurtful 
to the salvation of your soul. But a time will come, and perhaps 
for many of you it is very near, when you will have to leave your 
parents’ roof, when you will no longer share in the frequent 
warnings of your teachers and spiritual guides; and then—ah, then 
you will meet with good and bad companions, and you also will 
either remain good or become bad, according to the behavior of 
those with whom you associate, whose friendship you cultivate, 
“Tell me with whom you associate, and I will tell you what you 
are.” O, dear children, I pray and beseech you to flee from the 
wicked, keep them entirely away from you, if your soul is dear to 
you. Therefore I repeat: Flee all your life the society of bad 
companions. To see their wickedness you should not merely look 
at their actions; for they often know how to conceal these, because 
they are too abominable. You will most easily recognize bad com- 
panions by their words. “ From the fulness of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” If, therefore, you hear from your companions bad or 
doubtful sayings, ridicule of faith or piety, discourses against holy 
modesty, do you know what you should do? Flee from them as 
quickly as possible; in flight only can you be sure of safety. If 
you should be obliged by circumstances to dwell amongst bad com- 
panions, your fellow-employés, for instance, you ought to make 
this fact known to your confessor, and abide by his counsel and 
advice; he will assist you in your difficulties, if need be go through 
fire for you. To save souls, to preserve them from perdition is his 
sacred duty, it is his vocation, his greatest joy. 

This, then, my dear children, is what you must avoid: now 
hear what practices I would particularly recommend to you, 
that you may preserve grace in your hearts. When the loving 
Saviour had given His flesh and His blood to His Disciples 
at the Last Supper, and knew that the time was at hand when 
He must part from them, He said to those who had gone 
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furthest with Him into the Garden of Olives: “Watch and 
pray, that you may not enter into temptation.” This, my dear 
children, is the prayer which I would recommend to you above all 
others. Believe me, and remember it all your lives, this prayer is 
for every one the first and most necessary if they wish to remain 
good. Prayer obtains for us the graces necessary for salvation 
without which we can neither begin, continue nor accomplish any- 
thing meritorious for heaven. Therefore our Saviour also exhorts 
us frequently and emphatically to “Ask and you shall receive.” 
He who does not pray will not be protected and kept from sin by 
the good God, the Blessed Virgin and the holy guardian angel. 
Whoever is lazy about praying proves thereby that his soul is in a 
bad state. And how many Christians must acknowledge them- 
selves guilty of laziness in prayet! “We have no time for 
prayer.” Thus they venture to excuse themselves. Poor unfor- 
tunates, they have no time for that which is most necessary. They 
are careful about their body, that handful of dust. Therefore, dear 
children, do not neglect your prayers, make a holy habit of them 
from which you will never desist: never leave your room in the 
morning before commending yourself by a devout prayer to the 
protection of the Almighty ; never lie down to sleep before thinking 
with a grateful heart of your Creator, who has permitted you to 
end the day happily, before kneeling devoutly by your bed and 
cleansing your soul by a sincere contrition from the faults which 
we daily commit from weakness or thoughtlessness. 

Do not get up or go to bed like the animal without prayer, and do 
not eat or drink without a grateful upliftitig of the heart to God! 
Pray zealously to Mary, to the dear mother of God, that help of 
Christians; for “ never was it known,” as St. Bernard assures us, 
“that anyone who fled to her for protection, implored her help and 
sought her intercesion was left unaided.” 

Finally receive frequently and always most worthily the holy 
Sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist; these are the most ex- 
cellent means of grace ordained by God for our salvation. O 
children, always remember the promise that you have given me 
in these days, remain faithful to the resolutions that you have made 
and offered up to your dear Saviour in gratitude for His love; ap- 
proach from now on regularly every month holy confession and 
communion, then you will be sure of heaven, then you will over- 
come successfully all the dangers which threaten the salvation of 
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your soul. And when you go to confession have confidence in the 
priest, explain to him freely and openly the wants of your soul; do 
not content yourself only with confessing that which without doubt 
is grievous sin; no, tell him everything about which you have any 
doubt ; tell him especially all dangers and temptations to sin. How 
many children have fallen into grievous sin who would have re- 
mained pure if they had at once made known to their confessor the 
danger that was threatening their soul. When, then, you have by 
a contrite confession purified your soul again from sin, you may 
again approach in full confidence the loving Saviour, receive Him 
with devotion and respect; then you will in the future often ex- 
perience the joy of this day: the same happiness, the same rapture 
which to-day fills your heart, will as often as you receive, be the 
reward of your fidelity and devotion to the Divine Saviour. 

Your Saviour has no more fervent desire than to unite Himself 
with you in Holy Communion. “ With desire,” so He once said 
to His apostles, “ with desire I have desired to eat this pasch with 
you” (Luke xxii. 15). So does He continually cry out to you and 
to all Christians from the tabernacle: ‘‘ With desire have I desired to 
eat this pasch with you.” Ought we to resist this desire of our 
Saviour? Would it not mean to resemble the inhabitants of Beth- 
lehem in refusing shelter to the Infant Jesus? Would not, then, 
those words of reproach apply to us: “ He came unto His own; 
and His own received Him not”? (John i. 11.) Oh, dear chil- 
dren, I trust in your love of the Saviour, which will not let you 
rest until at the end of the month you again repose upon the 
loving Heart of your Saviour. You will frequently receive your 
Saviour, and the Lord will then give you the power to become “ chil- 
dren of God.” I conclude then, my last admonition to you, my 
dear children, with the parting words of St. Paul (Acts xx. 26): 
“T take you to witness this day, that I am clear from the blood of 
all,” that I have done my part and am not to be blamed if one of you 
should be lost; “ For I have not spared to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God. Take heed to yourselves, . . . for ravening 
wolves will enter in among you; . . . therefore watch, keep- 
ing in memory that I ceased not with tears to admonish you.” 
“And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, who is able to build up and to give an inheritance among all 
the sanctified.” 

And now a word to you, my dear parents of these highly blessed 
children. To you also to-day applies most particularly the word of 
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the Holy spirit which I chose for my text: “ Tene quod habes!” 
“Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” You 
have to-day, like the mothers of Galilee, hastened with your little 
ones to this holy Temple of Jesus, to the Divine Friend of chil- 
dren, you have presented your children to Him, that He might 
bless them. But the Saviour has not only stretched forth His hand 
in blessing over them, no, He has folded them in His arms, He 
has united them most intimately with Himself, has become, as it 
were one with them in flesh and blood; for the Divine Saviour Him- 
self assures us: ‘‘ He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, abideth in me, and I in him” (John vi. 57). Thus supremely 
happy and blessed, you to-day receive your children from the 
Divine Saviour, and it is your task to preserve this happiness and 
this grace in them. A difficult and responsible duty! Alas, how 
few parents strive to acquit themselves of this sacred duty! I 
should fear on this day to disturb the joy of these innocent chil- 
dren, if I were to censure properly the numerous faults in the 
bringing up and in the care of the children on the part of parents. 
Therefore I refrain from doing so to-day: I will, however, the 
more emphatically remind you of those words of the Holy Spirit: 
“Tene quod habes!” “ Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man 
take thy crown.” Christian parents! protect, preserve the inno- 
cence of these children. Pure and unspotted in heart and soul, as 
I am sure they will return from the altar to-day, return to the 
old everyday life. Whether this purity will continue to be the or- 
nament of their youthful hearts, rests with you. Preserve them as 
the apple of your eye, so that you may lead them at the last day 
pure and unhurt before the eternal Judge. Pray with your chil- 
dren, pray for your children, in order that the love of God may 
keep them holy and pure in body and soul. Exhort them zealously 
to do good, warn them of evil. Add emphasis to your admonitions 
and warnings if need be by salutary punishment. Urge your 
children to the frequent, to the monthly reception of the Sacra- 
ments. Grant your children, I beseech and implore you, the 
necessary time to practice their religious duties, at least once a 
month. This small sacrifice will be repaid you a thousandfold 
by God’s blessings. Yes, Christian parents, this I beg of you to- 
day in the name of your children, I beg of you in the name of the 
Divine Saviour Himself, by repeating to you His own words: 
“Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not.” 

And now in conclusion, I should like to put a question to all here 
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present, to all who have witnessed our profoundly impressive cele. 
bration to-day, to all who have been witnesses of the happiness 
and holy joy of these innocent children. Tell me, beloved breth- 
ren, have you held fast the crown which once adorned your brow? 
or, O fearful thought! have you allowed it to be taken from you, 
have you lost the peace of your heart, the innocence of your soul, 
the supernatural life of grace? I shall not await the answer from 
each individually, for I know only too well that many, perhaps 
even the greater number of us, would have to let it pass in shame, 
Ah, how I pity those poor unfortunates! Perhaps, however, to- 
day at sight of these little ones, the hearts of many of them have 
become softened; many may look back in deepest sadness to the 
day of their first holy communion, and think of the heavenly peace 
which then filled their hearts; there may arise to-day in the hearts 
of many the wish that they might be able to take part with these 
little ones in the celebration of the day. My dear friends, pro- 
mote, I beg of you, this aspiration of the heart, although the past 
can not return, you can find again the happiness lost; the eternal 
truth Himself assures us of this when He says: “ Unless you be 
converted, and become as little children, you shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. xviii. 3). This is a serious ad- 
monition; who can doubt it? but in this admonition what sweet 
consolation! We can become again like these happy children. We 
can be again a child of heaven adorned with the crown of virtue, 
of humility and purity of heart. We have only to be converted 
from our bad ways, then will peace and rest, bliss and happiness 
be our heart’s portion. God grant it! This is my wish as well as 
the object of my petitions to God. 

Now, O Divine Saviour, assist me at this moment when I uplift my 
hands to bless Thy flock: Bless above all these little ones so dear to 
me, bless them in time and eternity. Thy blessing prepares their 
hearts to receive Thee worthily in Thy most Holy Sacrament, may 
Thy blessing accompany them in all their paths, Thy blessing lead 
them at the end of their lives into the kingdom of everlasting hap- 
piness. Bless also the parents of these children as a reward for that 
love which they have bestowed upon their children, may Thy bless- 
ing be a pledge of Thy grace, without which they cannot fulfil rightly 
the most sacred of their duties, the duty of bringing up their children 
properly. Bless finally all here present, that they may all become 
as children in heart and soul, and thus be able to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. (Blessing.) Amen. 
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An Explanation of the Catechism. 


FOR THE MIDDLE AND UPPER CLASSES OF 
PAROCHIAL AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


XXII. 


Tue THIRD ARTICLE: “ WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE Hoty Guost, 
BoRN OF THE VIRGIN Mary.” 


Dear CHILDREN :—In the explanation of the Catechism we have 
arrived at the third article of the Creed which says: “Who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” 

What does the third article of the Creed principally teach us? 

It teaches us that the Son of God, through the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, became man, i. e., took to Himself a body and soul like 
ours. 

This article therefore treats of the fulfilment of that promise 
which God made to our first parents in Paradise, and later renewed 
through the Patriarchs and Prophets. Thus this article is con- 
nected with the words of the Evangelist St. John: “ The word (the 
one begotten of the Father) was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us” (John i. 14). 

To become our Redeemer, and to accomplish the work of reconcil- 
iation between God and the sinful human race, it was necessary that 
Jesus should become man; He had to take a human body and a 
human soul like ours, but He thereby remained God, for a sinful 
man could render no satisfaction to the offended Majesty of God. 
The Incarnation of the Son of God, however, did not take place in 
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the natural way, but through the operation of the Holy Ghost, and is 
therefore a mystery to us, because it happened in a supernatural, 
miraculous, most incomprehensible manner. The Catechism asks. 
“What do we call this mystery?” “The incarnation of the Son of 
God.” 

It is an incomprehensible mystery to us: 1. How the second 
Person of the Godhead, the Son of God, took upon Himself oyr 
complete human nature, namely, a human body and a human soy| 
and united it with Himself in One Person, and 2. How this happened 
through the Holy Ghost, from a Virgin, who was and always re. 
mained a Virgin. 

What is then our belief concerning Jesus Christ, when we believe 
the mystery of the Incarnation? We believe that Jesus Christ is 
both true God and true man, or that He is a God-man: He is God 
from eternity, and became man in time. Jesus Christ therefore in 
His Incarnation did not cease to be God, but He remained God as 
He was from eternity, and only united the Divine nature with the 
human. His body was therefore not merely an apparent body, but 
Jesus Christ was at the same time true God and true man. That 
Jesus Christ is true God like the Father, has already been proven 
by the second article of the Creed. We have still to prove that He 
was also true man; that is to say, that He had a human body and 
human soul as we have. 

Jesus had: 1. A human body, for He Himself spoke of His body 
to the Jews: “ Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.” Of the anointing of His body by Mary Magdalene He said: 
“She anoints my body for the burial.” 

Jesus speaks further of His body to His Disciples: “ Behold my 
hands and my feet, it is I myself: feel and see: for a spirit hath not 
flesh and blood.” 

Jesus had also human wants, as hunger, thirst, sleep, etc. 
After He had fasted in the desert forty days and nights He was 
hungry. 

On the cross Jesus cried out: “I thirst!” During the storm on 
the sea of Galilee, His Disciples awoke Him from sleep. 

Jesus endured corporal sufferings. He was scourged, crowned 
with thorns, and nailed to the cross by His hands and feet, His side 
was pierced by a lance, out of which blood and water flowed. 

2. Jesus had also a human soul. It says in Scripture that Jesus 
grew in wisdom and in grace before God and men. As God, Jesus 
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could not increase His perfections, those words then can only have 
reference to His human soul. 

“How many natures then are there in Jesus Christ?” “ There 
are two natures in Jesus Christ, the Divine and the human.” For 
this reason we often find the name God-man instead of Jesus 
Christ. 

You must not, however, have an erroneous idea about this, for 
instance that the Godhead dwelt in a human body as a vivifying 
spirit. No! “ Jesus Christ was at the same time true God and true 
man and both natures were inseparably united in the one Person of 
the Son of God.” 

“Are there also two persons in Jesus Christ ?” 

No; Jesus Christ is only one Divine Person; for the two natures 
are inseparably united in the one Person of the Son of God. 

There are not therefore two Christs—a Divine and a human; but 
the one and the same Christ is at the same time true God and true 
man in one Person. As a man consists of two parts, a body and a 
soul, therefore of two natures, a corporeal and a spiritual, so also 
Christ had two natures, the Divine and the human, but He is only 
one and the same Divine Person. St. Athanasius says: “ Christ is 
God-man, He is one and the same who was born of the Father be- 
fore all time, and in time of the Virgin.” 

“From whom did the Son of God take His human nature?” 
From Mary, the purest of Virgins; therefore she is also called 
“Mother of God.” 

This truth is proven by the annunciation of the angel: “ The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall 
overshadow thee. And therefore also the Holy which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 

The Most Blessed Virgin Mary is therefore the Mother of God 
But you must not interpret this in the sense that she bore the God- 
head for Jesus Christ was God from all eternity, but in the sense 
that Mary bore the God-man, that He took the human nature from 
her. If, therefore, Jesus Christ was God, Mary also was the 
Mother of God. In remembrance of this we celebrate every year on 
March 25 the Feast of the Annunciation. 

Why is Mary called “ the purest of Virgins”? Because she always 
remained a Virgin incomparably pure and entirely undefiled, not 
only before, but also at and after the birth of the Divine child. 

Mary therefore never lost her Virginity either at the birth of the 
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Divine child or afterwards, but she remained throughout her whole 
life an incomparably pure Virgin, for the purity of no Virgin can be 
compared to Mary’s purity. 

The holy doctor St. Augustine says: “A Virgin conceived, a 
Virgin bore, and after the birth remained a Virgin.” 

Had Jesus Christ also a father? As man Jesus Christ had no 
father; for Joseph, the virgin-spouse of Mary, was only his 
foster-father. Certainly Joseph the spouse of Mary is called the 
father of Jesus, but he was only His foster-father. Joseph be. 
stowed indeed upon the child Jesus the same care and love as a 
father does for his natural son, and he looked after His wants, as 
food, clothing, dwelling and so forth. 

Furthermore Joseph was the protector of Virgin Mother Mary, 
that he might protect her honor from the persecution and evil asper- 
sions of the Jews. To commemorate the high dignity of the foster- 
father of Jesus we celebrate every year on March Io the feast of 
St. Joseph. He is a worthy model of what every father should be 
to his family, and how they should bring up their children, namely, 
in piety and the fear of God. That Joseph was only the foster- 
father of Jesus and not his natural father, follows from the words of 
Scripture: “ Jesus being (as it was supposed) the Son of Joseph,” 
that is to say, the people were of that opinion, but in reality 
it was not so. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph together are called the Holy Family, and 
it is these names that many Christians implore confidently for pro- 
tection and help in great danger. 

The sin of our first parents as an offense to the Supreme Majesty 
of God required either an infinite punishment or an infinite satis- 
faction. But as all mankind are sinners and born in sin, no man, 
therefore, could render satisfaction to the Divine justice. But 
God the all-good and all-merciful did not wish the death of the sin- 
ner. Jesus came as Mediator between God and sinful humanity 
By His passion, by the innocent blood which He shed upon the 
cross, and by His death thereon, He desired to accomplish the work 
of reconciliation. But as He could not suffer and die as God, He 
had to become man, to take a human body and a human nature. 
In remembrance of the mysterious Incarnation of the Son of God we 
say the Angelus thrice daily, morning, noon and evening, at the 
sound of the bell. The first part of the Angelus contains the annun- _ 
ciation to Mary by the angel, the second part Mary’s answer, and the 











Ole 











AN EXPLANATION OF THE CATECHISM. 797 


third part the fulfilment of the promise in the words, “ And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us.” 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


1. On what have we spoken to-day? Of the third article of the creed. 

2, What is the third article? “Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary.” 

3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary? 
Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

4. Of which Virgin was he born? Of Mary, the purest of Virgins. 

s. What then does the third article teach us? It teaches us that Jesus, by 
the operation of the Holy Ghost, became man, that is to say that He took a 
body and a soul like ours. 

6. How, therefore, did the Incarnation of the Son of God take place? 
Through the operation of the Holy Ghost. 

7. Did Jesus accordingly become Incarnate in a natural manner? No, it 
took place in a supernatural and miraculous manner. 

8. Can we comprehend how the Son of God became man? No, we cannot 
comprehend. 

9. What do we call all those things which man cannot comprehend or 
grasp with his understanding? We call them mysteries. 

10. What do we call this mystery? The Incarnation of the Son of God. 

11. Although we cannot comprehend the mystery of the Incarnation what 
must we do? We must believe it. 


12, What then do we believe when we believe the mystery of the Incarna- 
tion? We believe that Jesus Christ is at the same time true God and true 
man. He is God from all eternity and He became man in time. 


13. What do we call Jesus the Son of God, because He is God and man at 
the same time? We also call Him God-man. 


14. Was Jesus, however, only a human being like you or I, merely a human 
person? No, Jesus was not merely man. 


15. Why not? Because He was God and man at the same time. 


16. What distinction is there between the Divinity and the humanity of 
Jesus? He is God from all eternity, but as man He once had a beginning. 


17, What do we say therefore? That he became man in time. 


18. What does this mean—Jesus became man? He took a body and soul 
like ours. 


19. Was his body a real human body? Yes, it was a real human body. 
20. Was His soul a divine or a human soul? It was a human soul. 
21. What proofs have we that Jesus really had a human body? Jesus Him- 


self speaks of his body. 


22. Upon what occasions? He said to the Jews. “ Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.” 

23. Where else? Jesus said to His disciples: “ Behold my hands and my 
feet, it is I myself; feel and see: for a spirit hath not flesh and blood.” 

24. What did Jesus say when Mary Magdalene anointed Him? She 
anoints my body for the burial. 

25. What was the second proof? Jesus also had human necessities, as 
hunger, thirst, sleep, etc. 
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26. When did He suffer hunger? When he had fasted forty days, 

27. Whence did He cry out, “I thirst”? Upon the cross. 

28. Upon what occasion are we told that Jesus slept? During the storm 
upon lake Genesareth. 

29. What was the third proof? Jesus underwent pains of the body and 
pains of the soul. 

30. When did Jesus endure bodily sufferings? At His imprisonment, 
His scourging, at His crowning with thorns, and at the crucifixion. 

31. Where did Jesus undergo sufferings of the soul? In the Garden of 
Olives, at and before being made a prisoner and upon the cross. 

32. How can you prove to me that Jesus had a human soul also? From 
Holy Scripture. 

33. From what verse? Jesus grew in age, and he increased in wisdom 
and grace before God and man.” 

34. Could Jesus as God increase in wisdom and grace? No, as God, Jesus 
could not increase in age, wisdom, or grace. 

35. Why could He not as God increase in wisdom and grace? Because 
He was endowed with all the Divine perfections. 

36. To what then can this text of Scripture alone have reference? To 
His human nature and to His human soul. 

37. How many natures are there in Jesus Christ? There are two natures 
in Jesus Christ: the Divine nature because He is God and the human nature 
because He is man. 

38. Of what erroneous opinion did I warn you? That Jesus was God 
according to His soul, and man according to His body. 

39. What is really right? That Jesus Christ is at the same time true God 
and true man. 

40. What follows therefrom? That the Divine and human natures are 
united in the one Person of Jesus Christ. 

41. Are there two Persons in Jesus Christ? No, Jesus Christ is only one 
Divine Person. 

42. From whom did Jesus Christ the Son of God take human nature? 
From Mary, the purest of virgins, and hence she is called the Mother of God. 


43. Can you give me proof of this? Yes, from Holy Scripture. At the 
communication the Angel Gabriel said to Mary: “ The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee, and 
therefore also the Holy which shall be born of thee, shall be called the 
Son of God.” 

44. What do we call Mary because she gave birth to Jesus? We call her 
the Mother of God. 

45. In what sense ought you to take this word? Not in the sense as if 
Mary had given birth to the Godhead. 

46. Why could not the Godhead be born of Mary? Because Jesus was 
God from all eternity. 

47. And for what other reason? Because Mary was a human being like 
us. 

48. What, then, is meant by Mary being the Mother of God? We under- 
stand that Jesus took His human nature from Mary. 

49. What feast does the Catholic Church celebrate in commemoration of 
this event? The feast of the annunciation, which occurs March 25. 


50. Have you ever noticed in the picture of the annunciation that the angel 
held a flower in his hand? Yes, a lily. 


51. What color is the lily? It is white. 
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52. Of what is it an emblem? It is the emblem of purity of heart. 

53. Why do we see a lily in the picture? Because Mary is the purest of 
virgins. Saal 

54. Why is Mary called the purest of virgins? Because she always re- 
mained a virgin incomparably pure and entirely undefiled. Not only before 
but also at and after the birth of the Divine Child. 

. From what circumstance is it proved that Mary never had any other 
children? As Jesus hung upon the Cross He recommended His mother to 
His favorite disciple John. 

56. If Jesus had had other brothers and sisters what would He have done 
then? He would have commended His mother to them. 

Had Jesus Christ also a father? As man, Jesus Christ had no father,,. 
for Joseph, the virgin-spouse of Mary, was only His foster-father. 

58. What does that mean? Joseph cared for the Child Jesus like a natural 
father; he procured food and clothing for Him, and everything else that He 
required. 

59. What therefore does Holy Scripture say? Jesus was supposed to be 
Joseph’s son. 

60. What does that mean? It was the opinion of the people that Jesus was 
the son of Joseph. 

61. What was Joseph to the Blessed Virgin Mary? He was her virgin- 
spouse and protector. 

62. Was it an exalted dignity for St. Joseph to be the foster-father of 
Jesus? Yes, it was a great grace. 

63. When do we celebrate the feast of St. Joseph? Upon the roth of March 
every year. 

64. To whom should St. Joseph be a model and an example? To all 
fathers of families. 

65. What should they learn of him? To bring up their children in virtue 
and the fear of God. 

66. Why did the Son of God become man? That He might be able to suf- 
fer and die for us; for as God He could neither suffer nor die. 

67. For what reason did Jesus desire to suffer and to die? To redeem us 
and to reconcile us to God. 

68. Could not a creature have done this? No, a man could not have done 
this. 

69. Why not? Because all men are born in sin. 

70. Is it an agreeable thing to suffer and die in such awful agony as Jesus 
did, and to be innocent? No, it is very hard. 

71. What then did Jesus evince for mankind in suffering and dying for 
them? He showed His great love for them. 

72. What ought to remind us daily of the Incarnation of the Son of God? 
The angelus. 

73. Of what does it consist? Of three parts. 

74. What does the first part contain? The annunciation to Mary by the 


Archangel Gabriel. 


75. What are the words? “The angel of the Lord announced unto Mary, 
and she conceived of the Holy Ghost.” 


76. What does the second part contain? Mary’s answer to the angel’s 
message. 


77. What does it say? “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done 
unto me according to thy word.” 
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78. What does the third part contain? The fulfilment of the angel’s mes- 
79. In what words? “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 


80. What is the application? “Give thanks to God with your whole heart, 
that for love of you He became a poor child, particularly when you hear the 
angelus-bell ring in the morning, at noon, and at night.” 


81. Of what should the angelus particularly remind us? Of the great 
blessings of which we partake through the Incarnation of the Son of God. 


82. If Jesus had not become man, if He had not redeemed us, could we 
have entered into heaven? No, heaven would have been closed against ys, 


_ 83. What then do we owe Our Redeemer Jesus Christ for His Incarna. 
tion? The greatest gratitude. 


We will now conclude the religious instruction for to-day, and I 
wish to exhort you again always to invoke devoutly the names of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and never to neglect to say the Angelus de- 
voutly and with edification. That Jesus became man should en- 
courage you to honor human dignity as well in yourself as in others, 
by ordering your life according to the model and example of the 
Incarnate Son of God, and further that you should never desecrate 
the image of God in mankind by temptation to sin and vice. 


XXIII. 


OF THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST UPON EARTH. 


DEAR CHILDREN :—In the last lesson on religion we spoke of 


‘the Incarnation of the Son of God, and to-day we come to the para- 


graph, “ Of the life of Jesus Christ upon earth.” This treats of the 
birth of Jesus, of His youth, of His life and works upon earth. The 
Catechism asks first of all: Where was Jesus Christ born? The 
answer is, “ At Bethlehem, in a stable.” In commemoration of this 
we celebrate the feast of Christmas. By the birth of Jesus at Bethle- 
hem the prophecies are fulfilled: “ And thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, 
art a little one among the thousands of Juda; out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be the ruler in Israel: and his going 
forth is from the beginning, from the days of eternity.” 

Jesus, then, was born in a stable. He, the Son of the Most High, 
before whom all should bend the knee, in heaven, upon earth, and 
under the earth, He was born in a stable. He, before whom kings 
and thrones tremble, appears in the direst. poverty and want, for 
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the consolation of the poor and to show them how they should and 
can bear poverty in patience. I will relate briefly for you the events 
from the Scriptures: Mary and Joseph dwelt, as you will learn, not 
at Bethlehem, but in Nazareth, where they lived by the work of their 
hands. Then a command of the Emperor Augustus was published 
that all subjects of the countries belonging to the Roman empire 
must be enrolled. Consequently every one was obliged to return to 
the city of their race. Joseph and Mary were descendants of the 
royal house of David; they were obliged, therefore, to journey to 
Bethlehem, which was David’s birthplace. So long a journey was 
very difficult for them at this time, particularly for the Virgin 
Mother. Still they both obeyed the emperor, and started at once 
upon the journey. They arrived at Bethlehem late at night. Fa- 
tigued by the journey they sought a resting place, only to be refused 
shelter everywhere, either on account of the many strangers present 
or because of their poverty. On the outskirts of the town there was 
a cave, which served the shepherds as a meeting place and as a 
stable for their flocks. Thither Joseph and Mary went, and in this 
miserable place Jesus Christ—the Saviour of the world—was born. 
Mary wrapped the Infant in swaddling clothes and laid Him in the 
manger, as there was no better place. In commemoration of this 
we celebrate the feast of Christmas. The Church’s celebration of 
this feast differs greatly from the celebration of other festivals. On 
this feast, for instance, the priest offers up the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass three times. The triple offering of the Mass reminds 
us of His triple birth: 1. From His heavenly Father, 2. From Mary 
the Virgin, and 3. In the hearts of all good men. Christmas is a 
joyful festival for every one. It is customary to exchange Christmas 
presents at that season, and for the children, even the very youngest, 
it is a time of rejoicing. A Christmas tree is decorated for the 
children, upon which is hung everything that will please them most. 
This Christmas tree has a twofold significance. First of all it re- 
minds us of the tree in Paradise, through which Eve was tempted 
to sin; also of the tree of the cross upon which our Saviour redeemed 
us. But as Jesus was no ordinary child, God therefore wished to 
reveal His Son’s Divinity by miraculous happenings and occurrences. 

“Who came first of all to adore the Infant Jesus? First there 
came some good shepherds from the vicinity, then came the Magi 
or the three kings from the East.” (The usual stories can either be 
read by the pupils or related by them.) 
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God chose for the first adorers of His Divine Son shepherds, men 
who were not tainted with the pride and vanity of the world, in 
whom dwelt those sentiments of the spirit of humility, of charity, 
and of patience which Jesus came from heaven to preach. After 
the shepherds there came, led by a wonderful star, the three kings 
from the East, probably from Arabia. At first the star conducted 
them to Jerusalem, so that the birth of Jesus might be made known 
to the Jews also, and then to Bethlehem, where they found the 
Divine Infant, prostrated themselves before Him, and offered Him 
their presents of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

The wise men offered gold because Jesus was King; frankincense 
because He was God, and myrrh because He was man, and as such 
would have much to suffer. 

How did the shepherds and the Magi hear of the birth of Jesus? 

The shepherds heard of the birth of Jesus by an angel and the 
Magi by a wonderful star. 

From the adoration of the shepherds at the crib originates that 
beautiful custom of placing a crib in the church for the edification 
of young and old. This pious custom was introduced by St. Francis 
of Assisi, who was a special venerator of the Infant Jesus. To 
stimulate his devotion, the idea occurred to him of building a crib, 
in which lay the image of the Infant Jesus, surrounded by Joseph 
and Mary, angels and shepherds. At Christmas time everything 
was brilliantly illuminated and people came from all parts to the 
crib, where St. Francis preached and moved his audience to tears. 
The celebration met with general approbation and widespread imita- 
tion. 

To commemorate the adoration of the Christ Child by the Magi 
we celebrate on January 6 every year the feast of the Epiphany. 

What happened to Jesus a few weeks after His birth? On the for- 
tieth day Jesus was presented in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

In commemoration of this we celebrate the feast of the Purifica- 
tion, or Candlemas Day. 

(Here should be inserted the story of the “ Presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple.”) Mary, although she was the Mother of 
God, fulfilled conscientiously the obligations which were imposed 
upon her by the law of Moses. On the fortieth day after His 
birth Mary presented her only begotten Son to God in the Temple at 
Jerusalem, and at the same time made the prescribed offering. She 
was too poor to offer a lamb. She gave, therefore, in tranquil 
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humility, the offering of the poor: a pair of young doves, like the 


n rest Israelite. | 

: Inspired by the Holy Ghost, Simeon, a God fearing and just man, 
: entered the Temple. Rejoicing he took the Infant in his arms and 
. exclaimed, looking with gratitude up to heaven: “ Now thou dost 


dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy word, in peace: be- 
cause my eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
he before the face of all thy people, a light to the revelations of the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 

Enlightened by the spirit of prophecy Simeon likewise foretold of 
the Divine Child: “ Behold, this child is set for the ruin and for the 
h resurrection of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be contra- 
dicted, and thy own soul a sword shall pierce.” 

As Jesus upon this occasion was called by Simeon the light for 
the enlightenment of the heathen, candles are blessed upon this 
feast of Mary’s Purification. 
at Did the Child Jesus remain always at Jerusalem or in Juda? No; 
Joseph and Mary fled with the Child into Egypt, because King 


: Herod sought His life. (Here is inserted the story of the “ Flight 
0 into Egypt.”) In commemoration of this heinous crime of King 
, Herod in massacring the children of Bethlehem, the Church cele- 
h brates every year, on December 28, Holy Innocents’ Day. 

g Where did Jesus live after His return from Egypt? He lived until 


He was thirty years of age in His parents’ house, and He was sub- 
:. ject to them. During this time Jesus lived under the eyes of His 
parents at Nazareth. He helped them in their work, and He was 
subject to them. What a beautiful and commendable example for 
yi a son! 
Why did Jesus wish to be subject? To teach children obedience 
- toward their parents. In the same way that Jesus was obedient 
to His heavenly Father, even unto death upon the cross, He also de- 
- sired to be obedient and subject to His Mother Mary, and to His 
foster-father, Joseph, and show children how they should obey their 
f | parents. 





f What did Jesus do in His twelfth year? When He was twelve 
d years old Jesus went with His parents to Jerusalem, and remained 
5 there three days in the Temple. (Here is inserted the story of 
t “Jesus in the Temple.”) The distance from Nazareth to Jerusalem 
e was about thirty-three leagues. Although the journey was long 


and difficult Jesus accompanied His parents joyfully. 
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This should put many of you to the blush, who live so near the 
church and yet do not care to go there. Jesus listened to the Doctors 
in the Temple, questioned them, and answered their questions, 

If the services of the Church are to bring forth good fruit in us, 
we must be devout and edifying during the same, especially should 
we be attentive during the preaching of the word of God. What 
a beautiful example Jesus has given to those children and persons 
who behave so badly in church, talk, laugh, nudge one another, and 
give scandal. 

Jesus remained three days in the Temple. How many people 
yawn and get tired in church if the service should last longer than 
half an hour. Indeed, there are many persons who do not even enter 
the church for one-half hour on Sundays. 

Jesus excited the astonishment of all those present by His ques- 
tions and answers. Should not this encourage you to great diligence, 
so that you may be able to answer all the questions rightly? But 
parents, too, should learn from this occurrence to make their chil- 
‘dren early acquainted with God, to pray, and go gladly to the House 
of God, there to attend the instruction. 

Above all things we see from the story of Jesus that He must 
have led a tranquil, modest, and contemplative life. What a glory 
for Joseph and Mary, who must themselves have given Jesus the 
most beautiful examples. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


_ Of what have we spoken to-day? Of the life of Jesus Christ upon 
earth. 


2. Of what does this lesson treat? Of the birth of Jesus, of His youth, 
and of His life and works upon earth. 


3. Where was Jesus Christ born? At Bethlehem, in a stable. 


4. Why was Jesus born at Bethlehem? That that which was foretold by 
the Prophets might be fulfilled. 


5. Did His parents live in Bethlehem? No, they were from Nazareth. 
6. What took them to Bethlehem? They went there to be enrolled. 
7. By whose command was this? That of the Roman Emperor Augustus. 
8. When did they arrive at Bethlehem? Late at night. 
9. In what condition were they after the journey? They were very 
fatigued. 
OP What then did Joseph first seek for? A resting place for himself and 
ary. 
11. Was he successful in this? No, he was refused everywhere. 
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yz. For what reason? Partly because there was so many strangers in the 
town, and partly on account of his poverty. 

13. Where did they finally take refuge? In a cave where the shepherds 
of the vicinity used to meet, and that served as a stable for their flocks. 

14. What took place in this wretched cave? There Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, came into the world. \ 

15. Why was Jesus Christ born in such poverty and want? Jesus desired 
thereby to console the poor and to teach them to bear their poverty with resig- 
nation. 

16. What feast does the Catholic Church celebrate in commemoration of 
this event? The feast of Christmas. 

17. Upon what date? The 25th December every year. 

18. In what way is this feast distinguished from others? By the offering 
up of the holy sacrifice of the Mass three times by the priest. 

- 19, Of what should the brightly lighted church at early service remind us? 
That Jesus brought us the light of truth and the Gospel. 

20. Of what should the triple offering of the Mass remind us? Of the 
threefold birth of Jesus. 

21. Explain this. 1. Of the birth from His Heavenly Father; 2. Of the 
birth from Mary the Virgin, and 3 Of His birth in the hearts of all good men. 

22. What do people do in order to make it a joyful feast? They give one 
another presents. 

23. What is done to make the feast an occasion of rejoicing even to the 
smallest children? A Christmas tree is decorated for them. 

24. What signification has the Christmas tree? It should remind us of 
the forbidden tree in Paradise, and of the tree of the cross upon which Our 
Saviour died. 

25. Who came first of all to adore the Divine Infant? First came the 
good shepherds from the vicinity, then the wise men or three kings from 
the East came. 

26. How did the shepherds learn of the birth of Jesus? Through an angel. 

27. Tell me something about this. (The child will here briefly tell the 
story of the “ Shepherds at the crib.”’) 

28. Where were the good shepherds when they heard of Jesus’ birth? 
They were in the fields. 

29. What were they doing at night time in the fields? They were keeping 
watch over their flocks. 

30. Who appeared to them? An angel. 

31. What does the Scripture say concerning him? That he was sur- 
rounded by a celestial light, a dazzling radiance. 

32. What effect had this on the shepherds? They were greatly frightened. 

33. How did the angel reassure them? He said: “Fear not; for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the people. For this 
day is born to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. 
_ And this shall be a sign unto you: You shall find the Infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger.” 

34. What took place as the angel spoke these words? There appeared a 
multitude of the Heavenly Host and they all joined in this hymn of praise: 
“Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace to men of good will.” 

35. What did the shepherds say when they had recovered from their fright? 
They said: “ Let us go over to Bethlehem; and let us see this word that has 
come to pass which the Lord hath showed to us.” 

36. What did they do then? They went to the well-known cave, found 
the Divine Infant there and adored Him. 
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How were the three kings made aware of the birth of Jesus? 
most wonderful star. ; 

38. Where did this star conduct them first? To Jerusalem. 

39. To whom did they go there? To King Herod. 

40. What did they say to him? They inquired where the new born Kin 
of the Jews was. 8 

41. Why could Herod not answer this question? Because he did not 
know himself. 

42. What effect did the news of a newly-born King of the Jews produce 
upon Herod? He was greatly afraid thereat. 

43. For what reason? He feared to lose his crown. 

Pi How could this be? He was afraid that another would be king in his 
place. 

45. What did Herod do, in order to find out where the newly-born King 
of the Jews was? He caused the chief priests and scribes to come together 
and asked them where Christ was to be born. 4 

46. What answer did they give? “In Bethlehem of Juda: for so it js 
written by the prophet.” 

47. What did the wise men do when they knew where to find Jesus? They 
started on the road to Bethlehem. , 

48. What remarkable thing happened after they had left the city of Jeru- 
salem? The star reappeared to them, led them to Bethlehem, and remained 
stationary over the house where Joseph and Mary were. 

/49. What did the three kings do before the Divine Infant? They adored 
Hirn, and presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

50. What did the gold signify? That Jesus Christ was King. 

51. What was the meaning of the frankincense? That Jesus Christ was 
od. 

52. What did the myrrh signify? That Jesus Christ was man and as such 
would have much to suffer. 

53. What is myrrh? Myrrh is a very bitter spice. 

54. What injunction did King Herod lay upon the three kings before they 
Jeft Jerusalem? He said to them: “ When you have found the child, return 
and tell me, that I too may go and adore Him.” 

55. Was that really Herod’s intention? No, it was not. 

56. What was Herod’s intention? To kill the Infant Jesus. 

57. How did God frustrate King Herod’s plans? An angel appeared ina 
dream to the three wise men and commanded them to return home by another 
route and not to go to Jerusalem. 

58. Did they hed the Divine admonition? Yes, they returned home by 
another road. 

59. What virtues are seen in the wise men? 1. Their great faith, which 
did not waver at the lowly appearance of the Divine Child in His poverty; 2. 
The love and zeal with which they sought Jesus, and did not rest until they 
found Him, and 3. The reverence with which they knelt and adored the In- 
fant Jesus. 

60. What pious and beautiful custom originates from the adoration of 
the shepherds at the crib? The beautiful custom of setting up cribs for the 
edification of young and old. 

61. Who was the first to do this? St. Francis of Assisi. 

62. What feast does the Catholic Church celebrate to commemorate the 
adoration of the Christ Child by the magi? The feast of the Epiphany, Janu- 
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63. What happened to Jesus a few weeks after His birth? On the fortieth 
day after His birth He was presented in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

64. By whom? By His mother Mary. 

6s. Why did Mary do this? Because it was prescribed by the law of 
Moses. 

66. What extraordinary thing happened at the Presentation of Jesus in the 
Temple. Inspired by the Holy Ghost, Simeon, a devout old man, entered the 
Temple. Rejoicing, he recognized at once in the Child Jesus the promised 
Redeemer, took Him in his arms and exclaimed, with a grateful look to 
heaven: “ Now thou dost dismiss thy servant O Lord, according to thy word, 
in peace: because my eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all thy people, a light to the revelations of the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel.” 

67. What prophecy did Simeon make upon this occasion? “ This child is 
set for the ruin and for the resurrection of many in Israel, and for a sign 
which shall be contradicted.” 

68. What prophecy did Simeon make to the Divine Mother? “Thy own 
soul a sword shall pierce.” 

69. What did those words mean? That Mary would have a great deal to 
suffer for her Son’s sake. 

70. What should all parents do in imitation of Mary? They should offer 
their children to God. 

71. How may this be done? By bringing up their children for God and 
for eternal life. 

72. Did Jesus always remain in Jerusalem or Juda? No, Joseph and Mary 
fled with the Infant into Egypt because King Herod sought His life. 

73. For what reason? Because Herod feared he would lose his crown 
through the Infant Jesus. 

74. What did he do, therefore, in order to get Him out of the way? He 
caused all the male children in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were not yet 
two years old to be killed. 

75. How did it fare with the Infant Jesus? He was saved. 

76. In what manner? An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and said: 
Take the Child and Mother and flee into Egypt for the king seeks to kill It. 
Remain there until I recall thee. 

77. What does history call the bloody crime of King Herod? The Murder 
of the Innocents. 

ar When is this day commemorated by the Church? Upon the 28th De- 
cember. 

79. What do we perceive in this story? How miraculously God protected 
the Infant Jesus. 

80. How long did the Holy Family remain in Egypt? Until Herod died. 
81. Where did Jesus live after His return from Egypt? He lived at 
home with His parents until His thirtieth year, and He was subject to them. 
1 How did Jesus provide for His parents? By helping them in their 

work, 
_ 83. Why did Jesus desire to be subject to His parents? To teach all chil- 
ne ne toward their parents, and that they might take Him as their 
model. 

84. What beautiful example did Jesus give to young people in His twelfth 
year? He went to Jerusalem with His parents and remained there three 
days in the Temple. 

85. What did He do during those three days in the Temple? He listened to 
to the Doctors, questioned them, and answered their questions. 
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86. Why did Jesus remain three days in the Temple? To teach us what 
pleasure we should take in prayer and instruction. 


87. What is the aim of prayer? To unite us to God. 


88. What should you do so as to be able to give the right answers in 
religious instruction? I should be very attentive and diligent. 


89. What must the life of Jesus have been until His thirtieth year? ] 
must have been tranquil, modest, and contemplative; an example of holiness, 


We will now conclude the lesson for to-day, and I exhort you 
once again to have always the example of the Divine Child Jesus 
most earnestly and fervently before your eyes in all your actions, 
If you do what He did, and omit what He omitted, you will not only 
resemble Him, but you will be united with Him in heaven one day, 

Be in particular subject to your parents in all good. Jesus was 
the Son of God Himself, and yet He was subject to His Mother 
Mary, and to His foster-father Joseph, to give you an instructive 
and attractive example. But you must not only practice this virtue 
of obedience in your youth, but also when you are grown up. Fur- 
thermore, you should always behave quietly and in an edifying 
manner in Church, and always go there gladly. O how beautiful 
it is to be a child and favorite of God; how beautiful it is to be 
united with God. 


XXIV. 


CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST UPON EAarTH. 


DEAR CHILDREN :—In the religious instruction of to-day we come 
to the question: To where did Jesus betake Himself when He was 
thirty years old? 

When Jesus was thirty years old He repaired to the River Jordan, 
where he had Himself baptized by John, and thereupon He went 
into the desert, where He fasted for forty days and forty nights. 

To prepare mankind for the appearance of the Redeemer, there 
appeared six months before John, the son of Zachary and Elizabeth, 
as the Precursor of the Messias, to prepare the way for Him. John’s 
sermons were earnest and severe. “Do penance,” said he, “ for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For now the ax is laid to the 
root of the tree.” John created a great sensation in the whole 
land, and numbers of people went out. to the Jordan to hear 
him. Those who believed in His teaching were baptized by 
John. The exterior washing with water was a symbol that the in- 
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terior should be cleansed from sin. Jesus also came to John and 
allowed Himself to be baptized by him. But as Jesus was about to 
enter the water, John sought to prevent Him by saying: “I ought 
to be baptized by Thee; and comest Thou to me?” But Jesus said: 
“Suffer it now, for so it becometh us to fulfil all justice.” Then 
John submitted, and Jesus was baptized by him in the Jordan. As 
He was baptized the heavens were opened. The Holy Ghost 
hovered visibly above Him in the form of a dove, and remained upon 
Him. A voice from heaven was heard saying: “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

Now Jesus as the Son of God did not require baptism, still He 
allowed Himself to be baptized: 

1. To show His great humility. 

1. Thereby to approve and confirm the baptizing by St. John. 

3. That He might Himself practice that which He exhorted 
others to do. 

From the Jordan Jesus went into the desert. A desert is a barren 
tract of land where nothing grows. There Jesus spent forty days 
and nights in prayer and contemplation, to prepare Himself for His 
great mission. After He had fasted forty days Satan came to Him 
in the desert. Presumably he approached Jesus in the form of an 
angel and said: “If thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread.” Jesus answered him: “ Man liveth not by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” Then the devil took him up into the holy city and set Him 
on the pinnacle of the Temple, and said: “ If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down; for it is written: That he hath given his angels 
charge of thee ; and in their hands shall they bear thee up, lest, per- 
haps, thou hurt thy foot against a stone.” Jesus said to him: “It 
is written again: Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” Again 
the devil took Him up into a very high mountain, and showed Him 
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, and said: 
“All these will I give thee, if, falling down, thou wilt adore me.” 
These words betrayed the spirit from the abyss. Jesus spoke with 
holy displeasure, Depart from me, Satan, for it is written: ‘“ The 
Lord thy God thou shalt adore and him only shalt thou serve.” 
The devil fled full of fear. The angels came and rejoiced at His 
victory. 

The story of the temptation of Jesus has a very deep significance. 
Christ wished to be tempted because He desired to be like men in 
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all things ; and further He desired to show that no temptation js un- 
conquerable, and that all those who are severely tempted should not 
be perplexed and discouraged as if something unusual had befallen 
them. After Jesus left the desert, He began publicly to teach ang 
to gather disciples about Him, from amongst whom He chose 
twelve as His constant life companions, and He named them His 
Apostles or messengers. It was a custom and law among the Jews 
that no one could come forward as a teacher until he was thirty 
years of age. Jesus, who submitted to every law like a model of 
obedience, waited for the arrival of this period. He immediately 
gathered disciples about Him, who listened to His Divine doctrine, 
and were to spread it over the whole world. Thus two of John’s 
disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned to them and said: What 
are ye seeking? They answered: Master, where dost thou dwell? 
Jesus said: Come and see. And they went and stayed that day with 
Him. Jesus said to Peter and his brother Andrew: “ Follow me 
and I will make you fishers of men.” In the same way James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, followed Him. These disciples were for 
three years the witnesses of His teaching and actions. They were 
men of humble standing, untaught, simple in their nature, who 
through the instruction of their Lord and Master and by the power 
of the Holy Ghost received the knowledge and the courage for their 
calling. 

These chosen ones then He sent forth into all parts of the world 
to announce the Gospel to all men. All of them, excepting St. John, 
died a martyr’s death, and gave their blood and their life for the 
truth of their teaching. 

What did Jesus teach? “ He taught everything that we must be- 
lieve, hope and do in order to be saved.” 

Above all things Jesus added His teaching to the revelations of 
the Old Testament when He said: “I did not come to abolish the 
law and the prophets (i. e., the revelations and commandments of 
the Old Testament), but to bring them to perfection. In particular 
He made reference to the fact that He did not announce His doctrine 
as man only, but as God and Lord. Jesus founded His rule of con- 
duct upon the supreme law of charity, and indeed upon the love of 
God and our neighbor when He said: “ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with thy whole heart, with thy whole soul and with 
thy whole mind, and thy neighbor as thyself.” To the commandment 
of the love of our neighbor Jesus also adds the commandment of the 
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love of our enemies when He says: “I give you a new command- 
ment, that you love one another.” Jesus declares that the greatest 
drawback to our salvation is the immoderate desire after temporal 
goods. This appears from the words which Jesus spoke to the 
rich young man: “If thou wouldst be perfect, go and sell all that 
thou hast, give it to the poor, and then follow me.” It is very 
dificult for those who place their confidence in money to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God. 


In so far as the doctrine of Jesus demands of us a strict control 


’ of our sensual desires and inclinations, it is hard to observe. There- 


fore Jesus says: The door is narrow and the way is strait. 
The kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and those who use vio- 
lence carry it away. On the other hand the observance of the 
teaching of Jesus will become easy, if we make use of those 
means of grace that Jesus offers us through His church. There- 
fore Jesus said: “ My yoke is sweet and my burden is light.” 
Christ helps us to work out our salvation. He lavishes upon us 
comfort, refreshment and supernatural strength. Referring to 
His method of teaching, Jesus liked to speak in Parables, which 
He often explained. Some of these Parables are, for instance, 
the “ Prodigal Son,” the wise and foolish virgins, the sower, the 
harvest, the unmerciful servant of the merciful king, of the talents, 
the fig-tree, and so forth. 

In what way did Jesus prove that His doctrine was true and 
Divine? 

He proved that His doctrine was true and Divine: 

1. By the holiness of His life. 

2. By miracles and prophesies. 

From what do we perceive the holiness of His life? 

Jesus was quite pure from all sin, the most perfect model of all 
virtues, full of charity toward all men, even toward His worst 
enemies, and He was obedient to His heavenly Father even unto 
death upon the cross. 

A. Jesus was quite pure from all sin. The Jews, particularly 
the Scribes and Pharisees, were His bitterest enemies; they 
watched all His actions. And Jesus approached these, His bitterest 
enemies with the question: ‘‘ Who amongst you can accuse me of a 
sn?” And they remained dumb. Had they known anything 
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prejudicial about Jesus they would certainly have come forward 
and upbraided Him with it. Even His judges Pilate and Heroq 
were obliged to declare Him innocent in spite of the accusations and 
threats of the Jews. 

B. Jesus was the most perfect model of every virtue. That 


* which He taught others He practised Himself; that which He te. 


quired of others, He proved in the highest degree in Himself. 
No perfection or virtue can be imagined which Jesus did not 
possess in Himself. 

C. Jesus was filled with charity toward all men. For this 
reason it could be said of Him justly: “His footsteps dropped 
blessings.” Wherever He went trouble and misery fled. Jesus did 
not care for position or birth, for age or religion; His heart em- 
braced all mankind in charity. He sought to raise sinners up and 
draw them to Himself, as we see in Magdalene and Zacheus. 

D. Jesus loved even His worst enemies. As He hung upon the 
cross in unspeakable agony, and His enemies heaped derision upon 
Him, He cried out: “ Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do!” 

E. Jesus was obedient to His heavenly Father, even to death 
upon the cross. Jesus said: “My meat is to do the will of my 
heavenly Father.” In the Garden of Olives Jesus said: “ Father 
not mine, but thy will be done!” 2. Jesus proved the Divinity of 
His doctrines by miracles and prophecies. 

What are miracles? 

Miracles are certain extraordinary works which are not accom- 
plished by natural forces, but only by the omnipotence of God. 
Miracles, therefore, surpass the powers of nature created by God. 
When the doctor orders for a patient natural remedies, and the sick 
person regains his health by degrees, this is natural. But if we say 
to a man grievously sick, “ Arise and be well!” and he rises from 
his bed cured; or if we tell a dead man in the grave to arise! and 
he rises alive from the tomb—as Lazarus, for instance—such 
are miracles. Can you mention some of the miracles that Jesus 
worked? 1. He turned water into wine; 2. With five loaves 
He fed over five thousand persons; 3. With a word He calmed 
the wind and waves, healed all kinds of sicknesses, drove out the 
devil, and raised the dead to life. 

The miracles which Jesus worked may be divided: A.. Into those 
in which He showed Himself to be Lord over life and death. To 
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these belong the raising of Lazarus, the young man of Naim and 
the daughter of Jairus. 

B. Those in which He proved Himself Lord over human 
misery. To these belong the healing of the sick, for instance the 
ten lepers, the paralytics, those born lame and blind, etc. 

C. Those in which He proved Himself as Lord of nature. To 
these belong the changing of the water into wine, the calming 
of the storm, the feeding of many thousands with a few loaves and 
fishes, the abundant catch of fish, etc. 

Jesus confirmed also the Divinity of His doctrine by prophecies. 

That which will happen in the future is hidden from us. We can 
in certain cases foresee many things that will happen, but we can 
not determine them beforehand with certainty. God alone can do 
this. When therefore Jesus prophesied and His prophecies were 
fulfilled, it is a proof that He is God. For instance, Jesus told 
Judas that he would betray Him, and Peter that he would deny 
Him. Jesus told the Samaritan woman the secret of her heart, 
and to His disciples, that He would be delivered up to the 
chief priests and Scribes, and by them condemned to death. Again 
Jesus foretold His Resurrection, the coming of the Holy Ghost and 
the persecutions, and the eternal duration of His Church. 

Which prophecies of Jesus do we see now fulfilled? 

1. That the Gospel would be preached in the whole world; 

2. That the Church would never be prevailed against by the 
powers of hell, and 

3. That not one stone would remain upon another in the Temple 
at Jerusalem. 

The apostles and disciples of the Lord went, according to the 
commands of their Lord and Master, into all parts of the world 
and preached the Gospel to all nations. Thus in nineteen hundred 
years the doctrine of Jesus was spread abroad in all parts and 
countries of the globe. There is to-day in Rome an institution 
called the Propaganda, in which young men from all parts of the 


world are instructed, so as to announce later the doctrine of Jesus 


to those people who are still unconverted heathens. With what 
fury has not Christianity been persecuted and its annihilation sought 
after; how many have been tortured on account of their Christian 
faith, but their blood was the seed which always produced more 
Christians. The powers of hell itself are not able to overcome 
the Church. Jesus prophesied the destruction of the city of Jeru- 
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salem, when His Disciples drew His attention to the magnificence 
of the Temple: “ Seest thou all these great buildings? There shay 
not be left a stone upon a stone that shall not be thrown down.” 

The city of Jerusalem was taken by the Romans in the year 70 
after Christ, and destroyed, the Temple was burned and the place 
where it had stood made even with the ground. Many thousands 
of Jews were taken into captivity and dispersed among all nations, 
Since then they have never been an independent people. With 
the intention of frustrating the prophecies of Jesus and the 
Prophets, the apostate emperor Julian decided to rebuild the 
Temple at Jerusalem in the year 363 after Christ. Gladly did the 
Jews, who hastened from all parts, help in the work of removing 
the rubbish from the Temple, so that not one stone remained 
upon another. But when they began to build, terrible flames of 
fire burst forth from the earth, that killed some of the workmen, 
and the rest sought safety in flight. This was repeated at every 
attempt, so that finally the enterprise was abandoned. Contem- 
porary historians, pagan and Christian, bear testimony to this 
miraculous occurrence. 

Application —Be always diligent and obedient after the ex- 
ample of Jesus; take pleasure in prayer and instruction, and en- 
deavor as you grow older to increase in wisdom and grace, “ for 
I have given you an example,” says Jesus. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


1. Of what have we spoken to-day? Of the life of Jesus Christ upon earth, 

2. Where did Jesus betake Himself when He was thirty years of age? 
when Jesus was thirty years old He went to the river Jordan where He had 
Himself baptized by John, and thereupon He retired into the desert, where He 
fasted forty days and nights. 

How many occurrences are contained in this answer? Two, the Bap- 

tism of Jesus and the Temptation of Jesus. 

4. Where and by whom was Jesus baptized? In the river Jordan, by 
John the Baptist. 

5. Who was John the Baptist? He was the son of Zachary and Elizabeth. 

6. What was John in regard to Jesus? He was His Precursor. 

7. What calling, what mission was John’s as the Precursor of Jesus? 
His calling was to prepare mankind for the coming of the Redeemer. 

8. How did John fulfil this mission? He taught and preached in the 
vicinity of the river Jordan. 

9. Of what kind were John’s sermons? They were earnest and severe. 
10. To what did John particularly call the people? To penance. 
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11. What did John teach of Jesus? John said: “ He who is to come after 
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear.” 


12. What did John do with those who believed his teaching? He baptized 


em. ‘ 
13. Was that Sacramental Baptism? No, it was only a prototype, that 
mankind should be cleansed from sin. 


14. Who also came to John to be baptized? Jesus. 
15. What did John say to Jesus? John said: “I ought to be baptized by 


2? 


thee; and comest thou to me! 

16. What did Jesus reply to this? Jesus said: “ Suffer it now: for so it 
becometh us to fulfil all justice.” 

17, What did John do then? John submitted, and Jesus was baptized by 
him in the Jordan. 

18. What extraordinary thing happened at the Baptism of Jesus? The 
heavens were opened and the Holy Ghost hovered visibly over Jesus in the 
form of a white dove, and a voice was heard from the clouds: “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye him.” 

19. Did Jesus stand in need of Baptism? No, Jesus did not require Bap- 
tism. 

20. Why not? Because He was the Son of God, and therefore quite free 
from all sin. 

21. Why then did Jesus allow Himself to be baptized, although He did not 
need Baptism? Jesus let Himself be baptized: 1. To show His great hu- 
mility; 2. To give the Baptism by John His approbation, and 3. That He 
might practice Himself that which He encouraged others to do. 

22, To where did Jesus repair after His Baptism? Jesus betook Himself 
into the desert. 

23. What extraordinary event happened to Jesus in the desert? He was 
tempted. 

24. By whom? By the evil spirit. 

25. How many times? Three times. 

26. What do you know about the first temptation? After Jesus had fasted 
forty days and nights in the desert, He was hungry. Then Satan approached 
Him and said: “If thou art the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread.” 

27. What did Jesus reply to this? Jesus said: “ Man liveth not alone by 
bread, but by every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God.” 

28. What do you know of the second temptation? Satan took Jesus up 
into the holy city and set Him on the pinnacle of the Temple, and said to 
Him: “If thou be the Son of God cast thyself down, for it is written: That 
he hath given his angels charge of thee: and in their hands shall they bear thee 
up, lest, perhaps, thou hurt thy foot against a stone.” 

29. How did Jesus turn aside this second temptation? Jesus said: “It is 
written again: Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 

30. What do you know of the third temptation? Satan took Jesus up into 
a very high mountain; and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them, and said: “ All these will I give thee, if, falling down, 
thou wilt adore me.” 

31. How: did Jesus reject this temptation? Jesus said: “ Begone, Sata; 
for it is written: The Lord thy God thou shalt adore and him only shalt thou 
serve.” 

32. Why did Jesus allow himself to be tempted by Satan? 1. Because He 
wished to be like men in all things; 2. Because He wished to show us that no 
temptation is unconquerable, and 3. That all men who would be tempted 
might not be discouraged, as if something unusual had happened to them. 
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33. What should we learn from this occurrence? We should learn ¢ 
overcome steadfastly all temptations to evil. a 
34. By what are we tempted? 1. By bad thoughts and desires within us: 
and 2. By wicked men-outside us. ‘ 

35. What should we do when we are tempted by bad thoughts and desires? 
= should immediately drive them from our minds, and think of something 
else. 

36. If wicked persons try to lead you astray by persuasion what should 
you do? I should neither believe nor obey their words. 

37 What means did Jesus use to turn aside the tempter? Jesus made use 
of passages from Holy Scripture every time. 
ae What does this teach us? The strength and power of the Word of 

od? 

39. To what should this encourage us? We are thereby encouraged to 
dJearn to know the Word of God better and better. 

40. What becomes of a person who is persuaded to do wrong? He be. 
comes Satan’s assistant. 

41. What did Jesus do after leaving the desert? He began to teach pub- 
licly and to gather His disciples together, of whom He chose twelve as His 
constant life companions, and called them His apostles or messengers. 

42. Why did Jesus first begin to teach in His thirtieth year and not earlier? 
Because, according to the customs of those times, no one could come forward 
as a public teacher before that age. 

43. What beautiful virtue does Jesus exhibit in this? That of obedience. 

44. How many disciples had Jesus? Twelve apostles and seventy-two 
disciples. 

45. Where did Jesus send His apostles? Into all parts of the world. 

46. For what reason? To preach the Gospel to all mankind. 

47. In order to do this what had to take place beforehand? They were 
instructed by Jesus. 

48. How long did Jesus teach them? For three years. 

49. What did Jesus do in order to convince His disciples of the Divinity 
‘of His Person and doctrine? Jesus performed miracles. 

50. From what rank did Jesus choose His apostles and disciples? From 
‘an humble one. 

51. What therefore was their whole manner? Perfectly simple and unas- 
suming. 

52. Whence did these simple and plain men receive the courage to go into 
‘all parts of the world amongst strange people? From the Holy Ghost. 

53. Were the apostles convinced of the divinity of the doctrine of Jesus? 
Yes, they were convinced of it. 

54. How do we know this? Because they all with one exception died a 
martyr’s death for the doctrine of Jesus. 

55. Who was the exception? St. John. 

56. What did Jesus teach? Jesus taught everything that we must be- 
lieve, hope, and do to be saved. 

57. Had not God already revealed in the old Law much that men should 
believe and do? Yes, God had already revealed in the old Law many things 
which men were to believe and do. 

58. Did Jesus now abolish the revelations and commandments of the old 
‘Law? No, He did not abolish them. 


59. In what words did He declare this? Jesus said: “I am not come to 
‘abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to bring them to perfection.” 
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60. What did Jesus mean to say by this? Jesus meant to imply that he 
would explain them better. 

61. Upon what commandment did Jesus found His rule of conduct? Upon 
the commandment of the love of God and of our neighbor. 

62, What is the chief commandment? “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart, with thy whole soul, with thy whole strength, with thy 
whole mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. The second it like 
to this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. These commandments con- 
tain the whole Law and the Prophets.” 

63. Which commandment did Jesus signify as being a new commandment? 
The commandment of loving our enemies. 

64. What do the words of Jesus say? “I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another.” 

65. What did Jesus declare to be the greatest hindrance to our salvation? 
The inordinate desire of temporal goods. 

66. From what narrative may this be seen? From the story of the rich 
young man. ie ad re 

67. Recite it to me. (The pupil will recite it briefly.) 

68. What did Jesus say concerning the rich? “Sooner will a camel pass 
through the eye of a needle than a rich man enter into the Kingdom of 


69. What then should men do, as riches, according to the words of Jesus, 
are a hindrance to salvation? They should not attach their hearts to temporal 
things. 

70. Why? Because men thereby forget God, the Eternal Good. 

71. Is it difficult or easy to obey the doctrine of Jesus? It is both easy 
and difficult. 

72. How can you prove to me from Holy Writ that the observance of 
Christ’s doctrine is difficult? Jesus himself said: “ The Kingdom of Heaven 
suffers violence, and only those who use violence will carry it away.” 

73. But in another passage of the Scriptures Jesus has also said that His 
doctrine was easy to keep. Do you know that verse? Jesus said: “ My yoke 
is sweet and my burden light.” 

74. When is the observance of the doctrine of Jesus sweet and light? 
When we make use of the means of grace. 

75. What are these means of grace? The Holy Sacraments which Jesus 
offers us through His Church. 

76. What do these means of grace work in us? They give us supernatural 
strength. 

77. What did I tell you about Jesus’ method of teaching? That Jesus fre- 
quently spoke in parables or similitudes. 

78. What are parables or similitudes? They are narratives or stories 
of events which did not actually take place, but which are intended to impress 
upon us a good precept. 

79. What did Jesus do so His auditors might understand these parables? 
Jesus explained these parables Himself. 

80. Which parables did Jesus relate to us? That of the talents, the barren 
fig tree, the prodigal son, the wise and foolish virgins, the sower, the harvest, 
the unmerciful servant of the merciful king, etc. 

81. The chief object of the doctrine of Jesus was to prove to His apostles 
and disciples that He was Divine. In what way did Jesus prove that His 
doctrine was true and Divine? . He proved it, 1. By the holiness of His life; 
2. By His miracles and prophecies. 

82. Whence do we perceive the holiness of His life? 1. Jesus was entirely 
free from all sin? 2. The most perfect model of every virtue, filled with 
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charity towards all men, even towards His worst enemies, and obedient to 
His Heavenly Father unto death. 


83. In the first place then it is asserted that Jesus was free from all sin, 
How can you prove this to me? From His own words, when He said once 
to the Jews: “Is there one among you who can accuse me of sin?” 

84. To whom did Jesus address these words? To his bitterest enemies, 

85. Who were they? The Scribes and Pharisees. 

86. Could His enemies upbraid Him? No. 


87. What did Pilate and Herod themselves say when Jesus was led to their 
tribunal? “ We find no guilt in him.” 


88. What may be inferred from all this? That Jesus was free from all sin, 


89. How did Jesus act towards His fellowmen? He was filled with charity 
towards all. 


In what manner did Jesus show His charity towards all men? By the 
great benefits which He rendered them. 


91. What does history therefore recount of Jesus? “His footsteps dropped 
blessings. Wherever He went calamity and misery fled.” 


92. Did Jesus also love sinners? Yes; Jesus loved sinners, too. 


_93. In whom can we see this? In Zacheus and Magdalene, the repentant 
sinner. 


04. Why did Jesus associate with sinners? To bring them back to God 
and make them better. 

05. How did Jesus behave towards His enemies? He loved them. 

96. To what length did His enemies go with Him? They went so far as 
to crucify Him. 

97. Yet what did Jesus do for them? Jesus prayed for them. 

08. How did Jesus pray for them? “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” 

99. What do we learn of Jesus hereby? We learn to love our enemies also, 

100. What was Jesus’ behavior towards His Heavenly Father? He was 
obedient to His Heavenly Father unto death upon the cross. 

1o1. How can you prove this? From Holy Scripture where Jesus said: 
“My meat is to do the will of my heavenly Father.” 

102. What did Jesus say before His agony in the garden? Jesus said: 
“Father not mine, but Thy will be done.” 

103. How did Jesus prove still further the Divinity of His doctrine? By 
miracles and prophecies. 

104. What are miracles? Miracles are those extraordinary works which 
cannot be accomplished by natural powers, but only by the omnipotence 
of God. 

105. Can you mention some of the miracles that Jesus worked? The 
changing of water into wine, feeding over five thousand people with five loaves 
and two fishes, calming the wind and waves with a word, healing all kinds of 
sicknesses, driving out the devil, and raising the dead to life. 

106. Where did Jesus change the water into wine? At the marriage feast 
in Cana. 

107. Where did Jesus feed five thousand people with five loaves and two 
fishes? In the desert. 

108. Where did Jesus still the storm at sea? On lake Genesareth or the 
sea of Galilee. 

109. What miraculous healing of the sick did Jesus undertake? Jesus 
healed the man who had been sick for thirty-eight years, the paralytic, those 
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born lame, the ten lepers, the servant of the centurion at Capharnum, those 
born blind, the daughter of the woman of Cana, etc. 

110. What dead did Jesus raise up? The young man of Naim, the daugh- 
ter of Jairus, and Lazarus. 

111. How are the miracles of Jesus divided? 1. Those by which He 
proved that He was Lord over life and death; 2. Those whereby He proved 
Himself to be Lord over human misery, and 3. Those by which He proved 
Himself to be Lord of nature. 

112. Can men work miracles, too? No; men cannot work miracles. 

113. Why not? Because they are not omnipotent. 

114. Yes; but there have already been men who worked miracles, Moses, 
for instance, who turned his staff into a serpent before the king’s eyes, and 
then stretched his staff over the Red Sea, so that it divided, and with his 
staff he struck the rock from which water flowed. These miracles were not 
worked by Moses of his own power, but at the command of God, and through 
His omnipotence. 

115. Was this the case with Jesus? No; Jesus worked miracles by His 
own power. 

116. And what did He prove thereby? That He was the Son of God. 

117. How did Jesus prove still further that His doctrine was Divine? By 
His prophecies. 

118. What means: Jesus prophesied? Jesus foretold future events, of 
which God alone could know. 

119. Give an example. The betrayal of Judas and the denial of Peter. 

120. What else? His Passion and death in Jerusalem, the manner of His 
death, His Resurrection and Ascension, the persecution of His Church, the 
mission of the Holy Ghost. 

121. Can a man also prophesy? No; he cannot. 

122. Why not? Because he is not omniscient. 

123. Which of the prophesies of Jesus <o we now see being fulfilled? 1. 
That the Gospel would be preached in the whole world; 2. That the Church 
should not be prevailed against by the powers of hell, and 3. That not one 
stone of the Temple at Jerusalem should remain upon another. 

124. By whom is the Gospel preached and spread abroad in our days? By 
missionaries. 

125. What is the institution called in Rome where missionaries are in- 
structed? The Propaganda. 

126. What took place in the first centuries of Christianity? The Chris- 
tians were persecuted in the most cruel manner. 

127. How long did this persecution continue? It lasted three hundred 
years. ; ' 

128. How many of these great persecutions were there? There were ten 
great persecutions. 

129. How many Christians lost their lives thereby? Many hundreds of 
thousands. 

_ 130. Who put an end to these persecutions of the Christians? The Em- 
peror Constantine the Great. 

131. In what way? He took the Catholic Church under his protection. 

132. Has the Catholic Church had no enemies since that period? Yes; she 
has had many powerful ones. 

133. Who were these enemies? They were heretics who had left the 
Church and formed their own communities or sects. 

134. Did the enemies of the Church succeed in overcoming her? No; 
they did not succeed. 
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135. Why not? Because Jesus had prophesied that not even the powers 
of hell should prevail against the Catholic Church. 

136. What other prophecies do we see fulfilled? That of the Temple at 
Jerusalem not one stone should remain upon another. 

137. In what year was the city of Jerusalem captured and destroyed? Ip 
the year 70 after Christ. 

138. By whom? By the Romans. 

139. What took place upon this occasion? The city was burned and the 
place whereon it stood was made level with the ground. 

140. What was the fate of the inhabitants of Jerusalem? They were either 
taken captive or dispersed into all parts of the world. 

141. -Who tried to rebuild the Temple? The apostate Emperor Julian. 

142. At what period? In the year 363 after Christ. 

143. How were his plans frustrated? Terrible flames of fire issued from 
the ground which killed many of the workmen and the rest took to flight. 

144. Was this repeated? Yes; until the Jews relinquished the undertaking, 

145. What is the application? Always be diligent and obedient after the 
example of Jesus, take pleasure in prayer and instruction, and endeavor as 
you grow older to increase in wisdom and grace. 
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Woman in the Golden Age. By Amelia G. Mason. (New York: 
Century Co.) 

The Perfect Woman. By Charles Sainte-Foi. Translated by 
Zéphirine N. Brown. (Boston: Marler & Co.) 

These are two books dealing with the same subject, but from 
very different points of view. In the first the author deals most 
particularly with the women of Greece and Rome and the Renais- 
sance, and almost entirely with a view to studying their intellectual 
attainments ; in the second it has been the aim of the writer to draw 
the perfect woman from the moral as well as the intellectual point 
of view. 

In spite of the fact that Amelia G. Mason declares she has avoided 
the “woman question”’-in her book, it is evident that it is suf- 
ficiently prominent in her mind to make it impossible for her to 
achieve that light touch which would make her book more readable. 
She is too serious: if she could have entirely avoided leaving the 
impression of defending a “ cause,” her work would have attained its 
end more easily and more fully. Her book is a clever compilation of 
facts, but her characters—her Sappho, her Hypatia, her Cornelia— 
have not taken on a personality under her treatment; they are 
merely mythical personages. It is not to be wondered at perhaps, 
but it is to be deplored that when the writer did have an opportunity 
of inserting some of the human elements, tempered by the divine, 
in a description of the early Christian woman, she should have de- 
voted only one chapter to it. However the book in so far as it 
goes is interesting. It also presents a very fine appearance on the 
outside, being fashionably bound in yellow buckram, with gilt trim- 
mings, and deckle edge. 


“The Perfect Woman ” is not nearly so well bound, but this is. 
one of the instances when it is advisable not to “ judge the book by 
the cover.” The title even isn’t attractive, but the subject is dealt 
with in a practical, matter-of-fact manner, entirely opposed to the 
“goody-goody ” style. It makes very good (in every sense of the 
word) and interesting reading, and very rarely does it discourage 
one by its over high standard of perfection. 


& a & 


From the Seats of the Mighty. By Gilbert Parker. (New York: 
D. Appleton & Co.) 

So many historical novels of all kinds and descriptions have come 
from the fertile pen of the American novelist of late that were this 
“romance of old Quebec” from a less well-known writer than 
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Gilbert Parker it might be passed over by many. But having been 
read the reader feels very thankful it did have Mr. Parker’s name 
on the title-page as an incentive to reading it. 

It consists of the memoirs of Robert Moray, who, three years 
before the story opens, surrendered his sword at Fort Necessit 
and went to Quebec on parole. Being allowed the freedom of the 
town, and having nothing else to do, he fell in love. 

The story of Moray’s trials, his escape and capture, and final 
escape, after marrying the girl, his return with Wolfe and the 
taking of Quebec, all go to make a thrillingly interesting book. 

There is something of the insouciant carelessness in the face of 
danger about the characters with which Anthony Hope endows his 
men and women; there is also the dash and courage of Stanley 
Weyman’s heroes, and these qualities, together with the sense of 
reality and the conviction of Gilbert Parker himself, make a com- 
bination as absorbing as it is rare. 

The book itself is handsomely bound in red and gilt, deckle-edged, 
with gilt top, and contains illustrations of places of interest in the 
city, pictures of Wolfe, Montcalm, and other heroes of this war, 
and also a splendid map of the plan of the River St. Lawrence, from 
Montmorency Falls to Sillery, at the time of the siege of Quebec, 


& & & 


The Children of Nazareth. By E. Le Camus. Translated by 
Lady Herberi. (London: Burns & Oates; New York: Bengiger 
Brothers.) 

This is a dainty little book for children, telling of the Nazareth 
of the present day. It is profusely illustrated, and describes the 
clothing, customs, games, and everyday life of the children of this 
little town, where Our Lord spent His childhood. It is just the 
book for young people. It will make them realize, as do the children 
of Nazareth, that Jesus was once just as they are, with all their joys 
and sorrows. 


& & & 


An Idol of Bronze. By Louise Palmer Heaven. (New York: 


The Grafton Press.) 


This is quite an interesting little story in spite of the fact that 
there doesn’t seem to be any particular reason why it should have 
been written, and still less, perhaps, why it should be read. 

It is the tragedy of the life of a young Mexican girl, who, ac- 
cording to arrangements made, was to marry the owner of the 
neighboring estate to free her family from financial difficulties, but 
who, on her wedding morning, permitted herself to be carried off 
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by a vaquero. When they were overtaken by their pursuers, and 
the vaquero saw that their capture was certain, he shot first his 
rival and then himself. The girl spent the rest of her life as a sort 
of dream woman, with her thoughts always on the past or the 
future. 


& & 


The Life of Bartolomé de Las Casas and the First Leaves of 
American Ecclesiastical History. By Rev. L. A. Dutto. (St. Louis: 
B. Herder.) 


The annals of the early Spanish conquests in the western hemis- 
phere are, for the most part, an uninterrupted record of greed, op- 
pression, and cruelty. The men who followed the Conquistadors © 
seem to have left behind them, on their ships, all sense of morality 
and every good impulse of our nature. Their inhuman cruelty 
toward the natives was restrained only by the consideration that 
to destroy all the Indians would deprive themselves of much needed 
slaves. Rapine, lust, murder, followed the standard of Spain 
through Cuba, Peru, and Central America. The good intentions of 
the home government were paralyzed by distance, by the want of 
accurate information, and especially by the spirit of solidarity 
among the adventurers, which bound them together to resist and 
ruin anybody who breathed the hated word reform. Occasionally 
some voice, usually that of an ecclesiastic, was raised in protest 
against the prevailing enormities, but it seldom produced much 
effect. Against this lurid background one name shines out with 
a luster that no time shall dim, that of Bartolomé de Las Casas. 
The noble devotion, undaunted courage, and heroic perseverance of 
this apostolic man, on behalf of the children of oppression, has 
caused the voice of mankind to confirm to him the title which he 
officially received from Ferdinand and Isabella, that of Protector 
of the Indians. First a lawyer, next a priest, then a Dominican 
friar, and afterward a Bishop, he labored in Cuba, Peru, and Guate- 
mala with unflagging devotion in the cause to which he consecrated 
himself body and soul. Three times he crossed the ocean to plead 
the cause of the natives before the Spanish Court. When at the 
end of a life which far exceeded the patriarchal limit, as he was 


_ dying in his Dominican cell—for he had resigned his bishopric—his 


last words were a recommendation of the Indians to his brethren. 
The eloquent tribute paid to his memory by the late John Fiske 
is no rhetorical exaggeration: ‘“‘ In contemplating such a life as that 
of Las Casas, all words of eulogy seem weak and frivolous. The 
historian can only bow in reverent awe before a figure which is, in 
some respects, the most beautiful and sublime in the annals of 
Christianity since the apostolic age. When now and then in the 
course of the centuries God’s providence brings such a life into this 
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world, the memory of it must be cherished by mankind as one of 
its precious and sacred possessions. For the thoughts, the words 
the deeds of such a man there is no death. The sphere of their in. 
fluence goes on widening forever. They bud, they blossom, they 
bear fruit from age to age.” The work before us is based on Las 
Casas’ own writings, which in their simple, straightforward manii- 
ness, as well as in the record of sufferings and labors, remind one 
of the writings of St. Paul. Father Dutto, notwithstanding some 
occasional slips of style, has done his work in a way that deserves 
the gratitude of Catholics. In the present temper of the world one 
book like this is worth a dozen volumes of apologetics to win for 
the Church the friendly attention and respect of outsiders, 


& & Tf 


Treatise of Spiritual Life. From the Latin of Mgr. Charles 
Joseph Morozzo, O.Cist. By Rev. D. A. Donovan, O.Cist. (New 
York: Benziger Brothers.) 


The Latin version of this work has long been well thought of 
by students of Ascetical Theology. In its English dress the book 
will also find its way into the hands of those who are serious in the 
spiritual life. Like the writer, the translator has not tried to tickle 
by elegance, but to draw by solidity. This will account for what 
may at times seem heaviness of style. The matter has been well 
weighed and one can not read far without standing face to face 
with that very disagreeable reality—self. The author is precise 
and well read. He knows men’s hearts. 


& & & 


Latin Composition for Classes Reading Caesar. By Anna Cole 
Mellick, A.B. (American Book Co.) 


As the title shows, this little book is based entirely on the text 
of Caesar. It is made up of phrases illustrative of the principles 
of syntax, which relate to the simplest constructions. The valuable 
part of the book consists in the tabulated grammatical references 
which precede each lesson. 


* & & 


Stories of Country Life. By Sarah Powers Bradish. (New York: 
American Book Co.) 
Ten Common Trees. By Susan Stokes. (American Book Co.) 


The American Book Company has just added two new “ nature 
books ” to the course of graded supplementary readers. In Stories 
of Country Life, much information, not easily gathered otherwise, 
is told for the children by one whose childhood was spent on a 
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Northwestern farm. In Ten Common Trees, we have also the 
results of sharp observation and intelligent teaching given in the 




































of shape of stories. Both books are interesting and well done. They 

- will not fail to sharpen the eyes of the little ones. 

ley ee 

as 

nli- The Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. By Rev. A. Tesnieére. 

one Translated by Mrs. Anne R. Bennett-Gladstone. (New York: Ben- 

me siger Brothers.) 

In this volume, Father Tesniére has worked along the familiar 

for lines. If, however, he has used the old, he has also brought forth 
the new. The meditations are the result of a life spent before 
the Blessed Sacrament. Though the book is a series of meditations 
on the Blessed Sacrament, there is variety enough to satisfy all 
needs. The basis of the whole work is sound theological learning. 

les Mrs. Bennett-Gladstone has earned a reputation in other fields; if 

ew her translation in this instance adds nothing to her honors, neither 
will it detract much from her merits. 

. es s & 

he Lessons in Physical Geography. Charles R. Dryer, M.A. 

ve (New York: American Book Co.) 

ell Mr. Dryer’s book is a good specimen of the modern text-book. 

ce If the study of Pedagogy has done nothing more, it has convinced 

ise us that is better to know something well than to have an indistinct 
smattering of everything. Mr. Dryer has taken type-forms and 
has treated them comprehensively so that the student can recognize 
the form under varying conditions. The maps are good and the 
illustrations really convey ideas. The “realistic exercises” are 

ole something new and constitute a very valuable element in the book. 
Mr. Dryer is an ardent evolutionist. ‘“ There is no reason to doubt 

xt that man, like other animals, has descended from ancestors who 

io were unlike himself . . . apes, monkeys, and lemurs are his 

ble nearest relatives.”” However, to do Mr. Dryer justice, when he has 

ne reached the satisfactory ascent, he ingenuously quotes Genesis i. 28, 
“And God said unto them, be fruitful and multiply, and replenish 
the earth and subdue it.” 

& et a 

. Captain Bluitt: A Tale of Old Turley. By Charles Heber Clark. 

») (Philadelphia: Coates & Co.) 

re Rabbi Baroka learned from Elijah that in heaven every man 

os has a companion who is an exact complement. Not content to wait 
for heaven, the rabbi found his affinity to be a jester in the market- 
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place. It seems that in times gone by, Mr. Clark wrote for the 
amusement of his fellows under the name of Max Adeler. Think. 
ing over Rabbi Baroka’s discovery, Mr. Clark found that he, too 
had his complement, but well within the bounds of his own genius, 
Charles Heber Clark is the complement of Max Adeler, and the 
result of this astral separation is Captain Bluitt. The story follows 
the time-honored recipe. The hero accidentally attends services, 
The heroine obliges in a contralto solo while the deacons take up the 
collection. There and then Walter makes his life decision. “She js 
mine—if I can get her.” The “angel ” favors his suit, and with a 
sublime disregard for Turleyville mud, parental opposition, and 
disgraced families, Walter marries the angel and-settles down to 
quiet life. The dusky prince who enthralls the congregation with 
his flowing robes is the villain in disguise. Justice is dealt out to 
him in approved poetic fashion. The book at times does not lack 
interest and pathos. Why it is called Captain Bluitt we are at a loss 
to say. It might have been called Florabella Burns, Rufus Potts, or 
almost anything else. However, it has discovered and developed 
many complements, and perhaps Mr. Charles Heber Clark will 
consider Max Adeler fully revenged. 


& & & 


Jesus Living in the Priest. By the Rev. P. Millet, S.J. English 
Translation by The Right Rev. Thomas Sebastian Byrne, Bishop 
of Nashville. (New York: Benziger Brothers.) 


We learn from the translator’s preface that this work first ap- 
peared in French in 1858, and that in 1898 the fourth Italian edition 
was published. A copy of this latter edition having casually fallen 
into the hands of the Rt. Rev. Bishop, he was so delighted with 
its contents, that he felt he would render a service to his brethren 
of the clergy by translating the work into English. 

It is needless to say that his task has been thoroughly well done, 
nor is there any reason to doubt that it will be highly and gratefully 
appreciated by those for whose sake it was undertaken. 

The chief merits of the work seem to us to have been tersely 
and accurately summarized by the translator when he tells that he 
“was fairly carried away by its order, its precision, its luminous 
teaching, its deep spirituality, and its common sense.” 

The author supplements the title of his work, as given above, 
with the words, “ Considerations on the Greatness and Holiness 
of the Priesthood.” This sub-title is very appropriate, but fails to 
give, at least at first reading, an adequate idea of the varied treas- 
ures contained in the volume. For besides these Considerations on 
the Priesthood, he treats at great length, and with both force and 
unction, of the virtues, the obligations, the trials, and the rewards 
of the priest. Every page contains matter for practical and help- 
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ful meditation, and every chapter is a quiet and gentle sermon, the 
force of which it is not easy to resist. 

The primary object of the work is, therefore, to aid the priest in 
his personal sanctification—the efficient discharge of his duties in 
the ministry following as a natural result—and the author seems to 
have left nothing undone to attain this object. But in addition to 
this he has also given subject matter for many excellent sermons 
to the people on Prayer, Devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
The Sufferings of Our Lord, His Triumph in the Priesthood, etc. 
The book will be read and studied. 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


F. C. Burnand, a Catholic writer, and editor of Punch, is said to be busy 
with a volume of reminiscences. This should be extremely interesting, coming 
as it does from one who has been intimately associated with many famous 
men, including the most renowned members of the Catholic Church in 
England of the last fifty years. 


With reference to the Presbyterian Creed Revision Committee, observes 
the Ave Maria, “ A brief statement of latter-day teaching and an explana- 
tory appendix are the tasks confronting the revision committee. That, it 
strikes us, will do very well for the present, but before the twenty-first cen- 
tury opens another revision committee will arise and perform an operation 
for appendicitis, and statement and appendix together will be cut off. It is 
the history of the sects—the changefulness of error.” 


Some new and important works by Catholic writers have lately appeared 
in England, among them: The Lives of the Popes in the Early Middle Ages, 
Vol. I, Part I., by Rev. Horace Mann; The Ballads and Legends of the 
Saints, by Ymal Oswin, with preface by Rev. Dom Gilbert Higgins; Life of 
St. John Chrysostom (new volume of “ The Saints” series) ; and The Life 
of Pére Pernet, the founder of the Little Sisters of the Assumption. 


The useful little volume, “Home Truths for Mary’s Children,” which 
proved of value especially for directors of Girls’ Sodalities, has been so well 
received that its author, Madame Cecilia, of St. Andrew’s Convent, Streat- 
ham, has been encouraged to publish another volume on the same subject, 


‘styled “ More Home Truths.” 


The Sermons of the Curé of Ars in their English version are, as was to be 
expected, extremely well received. Entirely devoid of the pomp of declama- 
tion and of the figures of studied rhetoric, they breathe the spirit of their 
speaker, the spirit of close union with God, of deep self-sacrifice, and of 
generous zeal. 
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Mary Catherine Crowley, a Catholic writer of repute, is an enthusiastic 
student of ecclesiastical architecture, and she recently addressed the Catholic 
Study Club, of Detroit, giving many reminiscences of English Cathedral 
towns. Miss Crowley has had many invitations to address literary organiza- 
tions, but she devotes a large portion of her time to historical research 
and writing. Her new book, “A Heroine of the Strait,” is announced for 
early publication by Little, Brown & Co. 


The Rev. John Talbot Smith, of New York, who has already much excel- 
lent literary work to his credit, has written an historical drama, entitled “A 
Baltimore Marriage,” which has been accepted for production by Miss Hen- 
riette Crosman. The play deals with a Baltimore girl, who married Jerome 
Bonaparte, the brother of Napoleon I. The dramatic climax is furnished 
by the refusal of Pope Pius VII. to grant a divorce for this marriage. 


An appeal is being made by the Irish members of Parliament to obtain 
the appointment of Roman Catholic priests as seagoing chaplains in the 
British navy. While there are some 12,000 Catholic sailors in the navy, there 
is not a single Roman Catholic chaplain at sea. Says the London Tablet: 
“The cruelty, as well as the rank absurdity of the thing, becomes apparent 
when we consider what are the respective functions of an Anglican and a 
Catholic chaplain. To the dying Catholic the presence of the priest means 
just this tremendous difference—the difference between going into eternity 
with his sins forgiven or unforgiven. To the dying Protestant his chaplain 
may talk consolingly, and that is all.” In this connection it is worthy of note 
that the French Government is just now suppressing chaplaincies in the navy 
entirely. 


At the office of this magazine a communication was recently received 
from a subscriber in Iowa, dated March 11, and containing the following re- 
mark: “Most of the sermons in the Homitetic MonrTHty have already 
appeared in print, as for instance Rev. ’s, of which I have a copy in my 
library, and many of them have appeared in an English periodical, not to men- 
tion other sources known to me.” 

From the publisher’s reply, dated March 13, to this communication, we quote: 
“As regards your assertion that sermons published in the Hommetic 
MonTHLy have appeared before, and elsewhere, this is quite a serious mat- 
ter, as you thereby accuse of misrepresentation, not only me, but the Rev 
Authors of these sermons. While I can not imagine that you would offhand 
make any such assertion, I can not on the other hand believe that these 
authors would be guilty of any such breach of good faith, to say the least, 
and I am inclined to think that there is some error or misinformation re- 
sponsible for your statement. I can not in self-protection and justice to all 
concerned let the matter rest there, and would earnestly request you to detail 
and support by proof your grave'charge. . . . Your imputation questions 
the integrity of publisher, editor, and cooperators of this magazine, and 
in justice to them the charge should either be proved or withdrawn.” 
This challenge remaining without any response whatsoever, the publisher 
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addressed, under date of April 2, a second letter to this subscriber, urgently 
requesting an answer. Up to the time of going to press with the present issue 
no answer has been received. 
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last month, which may be supposed, by reason of their subject or authorship, to interest 
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